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The primary role of the Environment and Hearings Commi� ee is to oversee the Council’s obliga� ons under the Resource 
Management Act 1991. It also oversees a number of the Council’s environment and regulatory ac� vi� es. The commi� ee 
comprises fi ve Councillors.
The Commi� ee is delegated the following decision making powers:
• To hear all resource consent applica� ons with the power to make a fi nal decision; 
• To hear all Building Act dispensa� on applica� ons with the power to make a fi nal decision; 
• To consider all ma� ers of an environmental and regulatory nature rela� ng to the Resource Management Act, Building 

Act, Health Act, Fencing of Swimming Pools Act, Dog Control Act and to make recommenda� ons to the Council; 
• To receive reports on all ma� ers approved under delegated authority by the Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson 

together with the Group Manager Environmental and those func� ons delegated to staff ; 
• Hear objec� ons to menacing dog classifi ca� ons and either uphold or rescind the classifi ca� on (as per the Dog Control 

Act). 
• To consider and make recommenda� ons to the Council on environmental policy ma� ers rela� ng to the Resource 

Management Act and the District Plan; 
• To hear all plan changes and make recommenda� ons to the Council; 
• Non-no� fi ed applica� ons will be referred to the Environment and Hearings Commi� ee for considera� on in the following 

circumstances: 
• Where the Group Manager Environmental believes that there are poten� al community eff ects and/or policy 
implica� ons in respect of the District Plan, and no other applica� ons of this nature have been dealt with before by the 
Council to determine precedent;
• Appeals rela� ng to consent condi� ons approved under delegated authority; and 
• Applica� ons for retrospec� ve ac� vi� es.

That aside, the Commi� ee is only able to make recommenda� ons to the full Council for it to consider and make a decision 
on.
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Leave of Absence: The Board may grant a member leave of absence following an application 
from that member. Leave of absences will be held in the Public Excluded section of the meeting. 

Matakore 
Apologies  

 
 

 

 

1. Matakore / Apologies 
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The Committee has set aside time for members of the public to speak in the public forum at the 
commencement of each Council, Committee and Community Board meeting (up to 5 minutes per 
person/organisation) when these meetings are open to the public. Permission of the Mayor or 
Chairperson is required for any person wishing to speak at the public forum. 

Whakatakoto Kaupapa Whānui, Whakaaturanga hoki 

Open Forum and Presentations 
 

 

 

2. Whakatakoto Kaupapa Whānui, Whakaaturanga hoki / Open Forum and 
Presentations 
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Ngā Menīti Komiti 
Committee Minutes    

 

 

 

(This report shall not be construed as policy until adopted by full Council) 
 
 
Whakarāpopoto Kāhui Kahika / Execu ve Summary 
 
1. The Environment and Hearings Committee met on 9 June 2021. The Environment and 

Hearings Committee is being asked to confirm their minutes from 9 June 2021 as a true and 
correct record. 

 
 

Taunakitanga / Recommenda on   
 
THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee confirms the minutes from their meeting held on 
9 June 2021 as a true and correct record. 
 

 

To Environment and Hearings Committee 

Date 21 July 2021 

Subject Environment and Hearings Committee – 9 June 2021 

Environment and Hearings Committee - Confirmation of Minutes
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Menīti 
Minutes 

 
 
 
 

 
Ngā Menīti take o te Komiti Taiao me ngā Whakawā 

Environment and Hearings Committee 
Council Chamber, Albion Street, Hāwera on Wednesday 9 June 2021 at 4.00 pm 

 
 
Kanohi Kitea / Present:  Deputy Mayor Robert Northcott, Councillors Andy Beccard 

(Chairperson), Steffy Mackay, Diana Reid and Bonita Bigham (Iwi 
Representative).  

 
Ngā Taenga-Ā-Tinana /  
In Attendance: Liam Dagg (Group Manager Environmental Services), Sara Dymond 

(Senior Governance Officer), Maria Hokopaura (Planner), Connor 
Marner (Planning Team Leader) and five members of the public.  

 
Matakore / Apologies: Councillor Aarun Langton. 
 

RESOLUTION (Cr Mackay/Ms Bigham) 
 

35/21 EH THAT the apology from Councillor Aarun Langton be received. 
 

CARRIED 
 
1. Whakatakoto Kaupapa Whānui, Whakaaturanga hoki / Open Forum and 

Presentations 
 

1.1 Aaron Edwards, Senior Planner – BTW Company  
 

Mr Dagg provided a brief overview for the reasons why this concept was being trialled and 
what was trying to be achieved. The Council planning staff were receiving a considerable 
amount of pre lodgement enquiries around various development proposals that were, if 
lodged, most likely to be heard by the Committee, given they departed in some way from 
the policy direction set by the District Plan. Discussion was held around a suitable forum for 
development proposals to be socialised with the Committee.  
 
It was noted that the Committee was quasi-judicial and care needed to be taken not to stray 
into determining outcomes as overviews of potential projects provided in open forum.  
 
Subdivision on Tawhiti Road – Wayne Jones 
In 2008 Mr Jones had a subdivision drawn up and approved by the Council, but this had since 
lapsed. In the interim a new District Plan was in force. He understood it did not comply with 
the new regulations, so he was attending this meeting to socialise his proposal for feedback. 
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The proposal was for a 4 hectare property subdivided into three 1,600 m2 lots, as it would 
not comply with the 20 hectare balance or the minimum 4,000 m2 standard it would be a 
discretionary subdivision application. 

 
Councillor Beccard commented that in the past the Committee had not supported urban 
subdivisions in the rural area. 
 
Cornwall Road, Eltham subdivision proposal 
This was a three lot subdivision proposal looking to create three lifestyle size lots. Lot 1 was 
10 hectares which would provide productive land use and Lots 2 and 3 were a rural lifestyle 
development. Draft mitigation measures would be included that each lot be self-sufficient 
in servicing, landscape assessment submitted with planting mitigations and a consent notice 
around future dwellings to be limited to single storey in height. A landscape assessment 
would see some control around building colours, height and planting and the proposal 
would include a 20 m esplanade width along the river. 
 
With the river being the attraction in this case Deputy Mayor Northcott queried if there 
were any protection measures to prevent intensification on the drainage line. It was advised 
that the rules in the rural zones were there to prevent this happening. 
 
Councillor Beccard explained that the Committee had supported subdivisions similar to this 
in the past; however, the proposal would need to be presented to the Committee as part of 
a consent process so it could be considered appropriately. Mr Dagg added that the 
intensification along the drainage line would most likely put it into a notification category.  
 
Mason Road, Hāwera subdivision proposal 
This was a three lot proposal with the site zoned rural. The surrounding area featured 
established residential activity.  
 
Councillor Beccard considered this to be an urban style subdivision with urban style services. 
He noted that infill housing had been granted by the Committee in the past. The area that 
was supported for development was around towns and services. 
 
Deputy Mayor Northcott considered this proposal to be the least rural and should have had 
a plan change when the review was undertaken (in 2015).  
 
Bayley Road/Anglers Avenue, Warea - various  
Mr Edwards had received feedback from the Council’s Planner that this proposals in this 
area would not be looked upon favourably. The clients sought to understand what would be 
acceptable in this location. There was acknowledgement of the cultural values and 
conversations around this had been initiated with Taranaki Iwi and it was understood that 
this would need to be addressed as it progressed. 
 
Councillor Beccard agreed it was a modified rural location and suggested listening to the 
advice of the officer. He considered the size of the sections to be important.  
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Mr Dagg added that the critical question these subdivisions presented for the Anglers 
Avenue area was at what point did it become a township zone along the coast. This 
presented significant infrastructural servicing issues for the Council.  

2. Whakaae i Ngā Mēniti / Confirmation of Minutes

2.1 Environment and Hearings Committee on 28 April 2021 

RESOLUTION (Cr Reid/Cr Mackay)

36/21 EH THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee confirms the minutes from the meeting 
held on 28 April 2021 as a true and correct record. 

CARRIED 

2.2 Extraordinary Environment and Hearings Committee on 3 May 2021 

RESOLUTION (Deputy Mayor Northcott/Cr Mackay) 

37/21 EH THAT the Extraordinary Environment and Hearings Committee confirms the minutes from 
the meeting regarding a resource consent held on 3 May 2021 as a true and correct record. 

CARRIED 

3. Pūrongo / Report

3.1 National Policy Statement on Urban Development 2020

The purpose of this report is to seek the approval of the Committee to give effect to a
specific provision of a National Policy Statement (NPS) in advance of the District Plan being
updated to reflect the provision. The direction is being sought so that clarity is provided to
both planning staff and the community. The provision of the NPS that is the focus of this
report is Policy 11 in relation to on-site car parking provisions.

Mr Dagg commented that in terms of the National Policy Statement and Urban
Development there was a timeframe through which the Council were required to update
the District Plan to reflect it. Ideally the Council would be reviewing and updating the
District Plan now to reflect the NPS; however, this would require a considerable amount of
work. The Council’s preferred option was to incorporate it in the public plan change
required as part of the South Taranaki Business Park, with early 2022 as the timetable.

Councillor Beccard agreed that it would provide the officers the information that would be
there in the future however was not in the plan currently.

Environment and Hearings Committee - Confirmation of Minutes
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It was queried whether this was about compacting more buildings on land. Mr Dagg 
commented that this effectively what was driving the National Policy Statement. It was 
noted that the impacts would be more visible in the commercial areas and commercial 
business districts.  
 
Ms Bigham considered it to be a logical pathway to take however had concerns around the 
legalities of the decision made. She was concerned about the potential for legal challenge. 
Mr Dagg noted that the Council through Section 104 of the RMA, had to have regard to the 
National Policy Statement, and the preferred recommendation was to give this greater 
weighting.  
 
There was a discussion around potentially how many people would be affected from now. 
Mr Dagg noted that there were currently some consents where the applications were on 
hold primarily due to not meeting the onsite parking provisions. This was a big spend if the 
applicants were to address the issue. He was professionally and personally concerned that 
the Council were putting people through an expense knowing that this would change.  
 
RESOLUTION (Cr Beccard/Deputy Mayor Northcott) 

 
38/21 EH THAT the Extraordinary Environment and Hearings Committee 

 
1) Receives the National Policy Statement on Urban Development report. 

 
2) Recommends to Council that planning staff implement Policy 11 of the National 

Policy Statement in advance of the District Plan being updated (Option 4 in Clause 
11 of this report). 
 

3) Notes that if Option 4 is adopted the decision will be applied to all resource 
consents already lodged with Council awaiting a decision, as well as future consents 
lodged with Council. 
 

4) Notes that the outcome of the decision will be communicated to key sectors and 
the broader community on adoption by Council. 

 
CARRIED 

 
 
4. Pūrongo-Whakamārama / Information Report 
 

4.1 Environmental Services Activity Report – April 2021 
 
The report updated the Environment and Hearings Committee on activities relating to the 
Environmental Services Group (the Group) for the month of April 2021. 
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There was discussion around the lack of activity in Eltham. There had been a lot of house 
sales however there was insufficient land to build on which was in high demand from the 
younger generation who wanted to buy land and build new. This pointed the Council in the 
direction of taking a proactive approach in the areas where subdivision best fit. It was noted 
that considering the amount of industry in Eltham and the increase in population every day 
with people coming to town, a lot would stop the commute time however there was 
nowhere available. This discussion would form part of the town revitalisation plans. 
 
In terms of resource consent and subdivisions Eltham, Pātea and Manaia were low in 
comparison to Hāwera and Ōpunakē. There had been a trend with both subdivisions and 
LIMS data around Waverley.  
 
Mr Dagg referred to the Anglers Avenue discussion and the absence of subdivisions from 
the town centres which the Council wanted to promote were related topics and was a 
reason why Mr Edwards was given the opportunity to address the committee to some of 
the conversations the duty planning staff were experiencing on a regular basis. Once the 
Long Term Plan was adopted the Planning Team would focus on investigating the options 
around subdivisions for Manaia, Pātea and Eltham.  

 
In response to the request for an update on the restorative justice process for the cutting 
down of indigenous vegetation Mr Dagg explained that a Restorative Justice meeting was 
held last Thursday.  

 
RESOLUTION (Cr Mackay/Cr Reid) 

 
39/21 EH THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee receives the Environmental Services 

Activity Report for April 2021. 
 

CARRIED 
 
 

5. Nga Tōkeketanga kia noho tῡmatanui kore / Resolution to Exclude the 
Public 

 
RESOLUTION (Cr Mackay/Ms Bigham) 

 
40/21 EH THAT the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, 

namely: 
 

 The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 
48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing 
of this resolution are as follows: 
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CARRIED 

 
 

6. Tuwhera anō te Hui / Resume to Open Meeting 
 

RESOLUTION (Ms Bigham/Cr Mackay) 
 

43/21 EH THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee resumes in open meeting and agrees that 
the decisions be released to the public once the applicants have been notified of the 
decision. 

CARRIED 
 

 
The meeting concluded at 5.25 pm. 

 
 Dated this             day of                                 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 

…………………………………………. 
CHAIRPERSON 

General subject of each matter 
to be considered 

Reason for 
passing this 
resolution in 
relation to each 

Ground(s) under section 48(1) for 
the passing of this resolution 

1. Confirmation of Minutes – 
Environment and Hearings 
Committee 28 April 2021. 
 

2. Confirmation of Minutes – 
Extraordinary Environment 
and Hearings Committee 3 
May 2021. 
 

 

To Enable the 
Committee to. 

That the exclusion of the public 
from the whole or the relevant part 
of the proceedings of the meeting 
is necessary to enable the 
Council/Committee to deliberate in 
private on its decision or 
recommendation in any 
proceedings where: 
ii) the local authority is required, 
by any enactment, to make a 
recommendation in respect of the 
matter that is the subject of those 
proceedings. Use (i) for the RMA 
hearings and (ii) for hearings under 
LGA such as objections to 
Development contributions or 
hearings under the Dog Control 
Act. 
s.48(1)(d)  
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Pūrongo 
Report  

 

 

 

(This report shall not be construed as policy until adopted by full Council) 
 
 
Whakarāpopoto Kāhui Kahika / Execu ve Summary 
 
1. On 21 June, the Environment and Hearings Committee considered a resource consent 

application for the use and development of a garage on the property at 288 Tai Road, 
Oaonui. Resource consent is required due to the proposed garage being located within the 
Coastal Protection Area and breaching the road and side yard setback requirements.  

 
2. The Environment and Hearings Committee deferred making a decision on the application 

until the applicants had provided further information to allow for proper consideration of 
the proposal. The further information requested was a detailed and scaled site plan that 
properly depicts the proposed location of the garage.  

 
3. The applicants have now provided a more detailed and scaled plan of the proposed garage 

to enable the Committee to make a final decision on resource consent RML21001.  
 
 
Taunakitanga / Recommenda on(s) 
 
THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee approves or declines resource consent RML21001 
based on the further information provided.  
 
 
Ngā Kōwhiringa / Options – Identification and analysis 
 
Option(s) available 
 
4. Option One: If the Environment and Hearings Committee decide to decline the application, 

the reasons for the decline are required to be provided to the applicant in the decision 
correspondence. The reasons for the decline will need to be nominated by the Committee.  
 

5. Option Two: If the Environment and Hearings Committee decide to approve the application, 
the conditions and reasons for the approval are required to be provided to the applicant in 
the decision correspondence. The Planning Report by the processing planner recommended 
conditions to be included on any final decision.  

  

To Environment and Hearings Committee 

From Kaiārahi Whakamahere Taiao / Planning Team Leader, Connor Marner  

Date 21 July 2021 

Subject Resource Consent Application – RML21001 
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An additional advice note may be required to address the Department of Conservation 
reserves areas adjoining the subject sites and preventing domestic animals from entering 
these restricted areas.  
 
 
 

 
Connor Marner 
Kaiārahi Whakamahere Taiao / 
Planning Team Leader 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
1) Further information provided by the applicants, being a more detailed site plan of the 

proposed garage.  
2) The original 42A Hearings Report for the application.  
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Pūrongo 
Report 

(This report shall not be construed as policy until adopted by full Council) 

Whakarāpopoto Kāhui Kahika / Execu ve Summary 

Application 
Consent No.: RML21001 
Applicant: Merv Dudley
Location: 288 Tai Road, Ōpunakē 
Proposal: Construction of shed within Coastal Protection Area 

Site details 
Legal Description: Lot 9 DP 355076 
Current Use: Residential  
Previous Consents: RML19016 

 

Operative South Taranaki 
District Plan (2015): 

Rural Zone (Special Map 02) 
Coastal Protection Area 

Surrounding Land Use: Primarily rural farmland with a small concentration of rural-
residential lots 

Assessment 
Activity Status: Land use: 

 Rule 3.1.3(a) – Does not meet the required performance
standards:

 Rule 3.2.2(a) - minimum setback; ability to build in accordance
with bulk and location requirements.

 Rule 17.1.3(a)(ii) and 17.1.4(a)(iv) – building within the Coastal
Protection Area

Land Use:  application to apply the rules and performance standards 
for the Residential zone 
Overall, the proposal has been considered as a Discretionary Activity. 

Notification: Limited Notification 
Iwi: Taranaki Iwi 
RMA1991: 104, 104B and 108 
 NPS: New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS) 
 NES: No known HAIL activities 
 Other: Taiao Taiora 

To Environment and Hearings Committee 

From Kaimahere Whakawhiti Whakaaro / Consultant Planner, Lily Conradie 

Date 21 June 2021 

Subject Land Use Consent Report 

2
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Kupu Whakamārama / Background 

Description of the Proposal 

1. Naki Builders Limited, as agent for the applicant, has applied for a land use consent to
construct a two bay lean-to shed at 288 Tai Road, Ōaonui. This shed is intended to be used
for storage purposes. This property is 1,178m2 and is situated on the seaward side of Tai
Road. This property is part of a larger subdivision of rural residential lots along Tai Road.

Figure 1: Location of property (source Taranaki Regional Council Local Maps) 

2. The property is flat in nature and has frontage to a dune system and the ocean. It is located
within the Coastal Protection Area. The property is used for residential purposes and is
currently occupied by one residential dwelling and associated water tank.

Figure 3: View opposite subject site looking 
south-west 

Figure 2: View opposite facing subject site 

2
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3. The water tank was not previously consented under RML19016. An updated site plan has 
been provided by the applicant on 21 May 2021, as attached in Appendix 3 of this report, 
and is considered as the site plan to be approved as part of this application. It includes the 
water tank set back 5m from the southern boundary and 10m from the road boundary.  

 
4. Relocating the water tank to this proposed location is permitted under the Rural Zone bulk 

and location rules. It is however considered a Restricted Discretionary Activity under Rule 
17.1.3(a)(i) of the Natural Environments section. 

 
5. Surrounding land use is characterised by rural residential lots which gain access from Tai 

Road. There is a mixture of both developed and undeveloped lots. The land use further east 
is predominantly farmland. 

 
6. The property is also located south of a Significant Natural Area (SNA5) identified as Ōaonui 

Beach comprised of coastal sand dunes and Coastal Herbfield. It is also an important shore 
bird habitat and is partially protected by the Department of Conservation.  

 
7. The proposed shed will have a footprint of 8m x 6.8m. The height of the shed varies from 

3m at the apex to 2.4m at the fall. Figure 4 below demonstrates the layout and Figure 5 
demonstrates the eastern elevation plan. 

 

 

Figure 4: Site Plan (Extracted from application) 
  

2
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Evaluation 
 
Status of the application 
 
8. This application for a land use consent has been assessed under the provisions of the 

Operative South Taranaki District Plan, made operative 22 January 2021. The property is 
located within the Rural Zone and Coastal Protection Area (Special Map 02). Tai Road in this 
location is identified as “Other Road” within the District Plan maps.  

 

 
 

Figure 6: Special Map 02 
 
9. Under the District Plan, the construction of buildings and structures for residential purposes 

is a permitted activity in the Rural Zone (Section 3.1.1) given they comply with the 
Performance Standards set out under Section 3.2. Performance Standard 3.2.2(a) of the Plan 
specifies the following standard for Height and Location in the Rural Zone: 

  

Figure 5: Eastern Elevation Plan (Extracted from application) 

2
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 Farm and other buildings must be setback 10m from the road boundary; and 
 Farm and other buildings must be setback 5m from other site boundaries. 

 
10. The water tank and proposed shed do not meet the above performance standards. The shed 

is proposed to be setback 0.5m from the road boundary and 3m from the southern site 
boundary. The water tank is proposed to be located behind the shed setback 5m from the 
southern site boundary and 10m from the road boundary. The proposed shed is therefore 
classed as a Restricted Discretionary Activity under Rule 3.1.3(a) of the Rural Zone rules 
while the water tank in its proposed position complies with the permitted boundary 
setbacks. 

 
11. The proposal also requires consent under Section 17 of the District Plan given structures and 

buildings will be located in the Coastal Protection Area. Rule 17.1.3(a)(ii) provides for new 
buildings or structures up to 50m2 in gross floor area and with a height of no more than 5m. 
The water tank does not exceed 50m2 and is therefore classed as a Restricted Discretionary 
Activity. The proposed shed does not meet this requirement as the Gross Floor Area is 
54.4m2. It is therefore classed as a Discretionary Activity under Rule 17.1.4(a)(iv).  

 
12. Overall, the land use application is considered as a Discretionary Activity under Rules 

3.1.3(a) and 17.1.4(a)(iv). 
 
13. The full text of the relevant rules and performance standards is given in Appendix 2 to this 

report.  
 
Notification 
 
14. Sections 95A and 95B of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA or the Act) provide the 

process by which an application’s notification pathway is determined The application has 
been considered under Sections 95A and 95B of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA 
or the Act) (refer Appendix 1) and it is considered that: 

 
 The application would not require full public notification. 
 It is considered that potential adverse effects of the application on the surrounding 

environment are in relation to visual amenity and rural landscape character. The 
building bulk and orientation of the proposed shed would not detract from the visual 
amenity and rural landscape experienced beyond the adjacent area and that associated 
adverse effects will not be more than minor.  

 Given the number of residential developments within the subdivision on Tai Road, the 
character of the area is more residential then rural and it is considered that the effects 
of the shed on the visual amenity and rural landscape character to be no more than 
minor from the road, walkway and car park area. 

 The application does meet the criteria in Section 95E which determines whether or not 
a person is an affected person; and 

 As the application meets the requirements of Section 95E of the Act, Limited 
Notification is required in accordance with Section 95B(9).  

 
15. Notification letters were issued on 15 March 2021 with submissions closing on 19 April 2021. 

The following parties have been notified: 
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 Te Kāhui o Taranaki Trust 
 Department of Conservation 
 South Taranaki District Council 
 Graeme and Rowyn Toopi 
 Frank and Judith Snowdon 

 
Submissions 
 
16. Submissions were received by Graeme and Rowyn Toopi, Frank and Judith Snowdon and 

South Taranaki District Council.  
 

Submitter Position Summary of submission 

Graeme and Rowyn 
Toopi Oppose 

States the location rather than the size of the 
shed is the issue for their neighbours (291 Tai 
Road) as it blocks the coastal view.  
 
Suggests moving the shed in line with the 
corner of the house on the southern edge or 
to the northern boundary.  

Frank and Judith 
Snowdon Oppose 

States that granting an application of this 
nature will set a precedent for future 
development which may compromise the 
natural character of the coastal area.  
 
Further states that the proposed location will 
obstruct their sea views. Requests that the 
Council adhere to the rules and policies put in 
place to protect the coastal aspect of Tai Road 
and deny the application.  
 
Suggests moving the shed to a location on the 
property that does not breach any boundary 
rules.  

South Taranaki 
District Council Neutral 

Requests that the shed and water tank be 
located not less than 1.5m from the southern 
boundary and for shed construction to be 
deferred until council’s proposed stormwater 
construction is completed.  

 
Assessment 
 
17. Sections 104 and 104B of the RMA provide the process for determining a resource consent 

application for a Discretionary Activity. Section 104 requires the consent authority to have 
regard to the actual or potential effects of the activity, any mitigation measures proposed 
by the applicant, the provisions of several planning documents and any other matter the 
authority thinks relevant and reasonably necessary to decide the application’s outcome. 
Section 104B states that the Council may grant or refuse the application and if granted, may 
impose conditions under Section 108. 
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National Environmental Standards 
 
18. Under the NES for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health 

(2011), any land use activity is to be controlled by the District Council’s resource consent 
process. The site is not listed in the Taranaki Regional Council’s Register of Selected Land 
Uses (RSLU) and no consideration is necessary as part of this assessment.  

 
Part II of the RMA 
 
19. Part 2 of the Act sets out the purpose and principles of the Act, the matters of national 

importance, and other matters to which all persons exercising functions and powers under 
the Act must have regard or take into account. Section 104 specifically makes consideration 
of an application subject to Part 2, although a recent decision from the Court of Appeal1 
(subsequently further considered in a number of decisions by the Environment Court) has 
addressed the need to refer to Part 2 in assessing an application for consent under section 
104.  

 
20. The Court of Appeal decision found that in circumstances where it is clear that a plan has 

been prepared “having regard to Part 2 and with a coherent set of policies designed to 
achieve clear environmental outcomes”, then a genuine process should be to implement 
those policies in the evaluation of a resource consent application. “Reference to Part 2 in 
such a case would not likely add anything”. Further, it could not “justify an outcome contrary 
to the thrust of the policies”.  

 
21. If a plan that has been competently prepared under the Act, it may be that in many cases 

the consent authority will feel assured in taking the view that there is no need to refer to 
Part 2 because doing so would not add anything to the evaluative exercise.  

 
22. The Court of Appeal did not consider that King Salmon2 prevents recourse to Part 2 in the 

case of applications for resource consents but that genuine consideration and the 
application of relevant plan considerations may leave little room for Part 2 to influence the 
outcome. 

 
New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 
 
23. The proposal is located within the CPA and therefore the Coastal Environment. As such the 

NZCPS2010 is a relevant consideration under s104(b). The pertinent objectives and policies 
of the NZCPS 2010 relating to the proposal are: 

 
Objective 2: Natural Character 
Objective 3: Treaty of Waitangi 
Objective 5:  Coastal hazard risks 
Objective 6: Providing for social, economic, cultural wellbeing and health and safety 

 
Policy 6: Activities in the coastal environment 
Policy 13: Preservation of natural character and landscape values 
Policy 25: Subdivision use and development in areas of coastal hazard risk 

  

 
1 R J Davidson Family Trust v Marlborough District Council [2018] NZCA 316 
2 Environmental Defence Society Inc v The New Zealand King Salmon Co Ltd [2014] NZSC 38 
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24. Of note, the Operative District Plan has been development to give effect to the NZCPS 2010. 

Notwithstanding the relevant policies are addressed below.  
 
25. Policy 6 recognises the role of various activities or uses in the coastal environment and of 

particular relevance to the application at hand, focuses on encouraging development that 
maintains the existing built environment with further recognition that built character 
changes.  

 
26. Policy 6 further promotes setting development back from the coastal marine area and water 

bodies to protect natural character, open space, public access and amenity values of the 
coastal environment. The proposal is considered consistent with Policy 6 given the modest 
design of the shed and associated mitigation proffered by the applicant in regard to the 
proposed shed colour and planting.  

 
27. In regard to Policy 13 there is direction for avoiding significant adverse effects in areas of 

the coastal environment which do not have outstanding natural character. The proposal is 
not located in an area with recognised outstanding natural character and residential size 
lots and dwellings surround the subject site.  

 
28. There are no significant adverse effects generated from the proposal that would impact on 

this existing level of natural character in this locale. Notably, Significant Natural Area 5 
located north of the site will not be affected by this proposal.  

 
29. Policy 25 addresses matters of coastal hazard risk with a focus of avoiding increasing risk of 

social, environmental and economic harm from coastal hazards and redevelopment which 
would increase the risk of adverse effects from coastal hazards. Policy 25 of the NZCPS 2010 
has been implemented through the South Taranaki District Plan. As the shed and water tank 
are not habitable buildings, it is considered that the proposal is consistent with the policy as 
they will not generate any coastal hazards or risk. 

 
Taranaki Regional Policy Statement 
 
30. District Plans are required to give effect to Regional Policy Statements and not be 

inconsistent with Regional Plans. The Proposed South Taranaki District Plan includes 
objectives and policies and methods to give effect to the Regional Policy Statement for 
Taranaki, as outlined earlier in this report. Overall, it is considered that the proposal would 
be consistent with the relevant Objectives and Policies in the District Plan. 

 
Assessment under the South Taranaki District Plan 2015 Objectives and Policies  
 
31. It is considered that the following objectives and policies of the South Taranaki District Plan 

are relevant to the current application (the full text of relevant objectives and policies are 
provided in Appendix 2). 

 
Section 2.1 Rural Zone 
 
32. The relevant objectives relation to the Rural Zone are 2.13 and 2.14. The relevant policies 

are 2.1.8, 2.1.9, 2.1.11, 2.1.13 and 2.1.14. 
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33. The objectives for the rural zone seek to ensure that any land use activities within the rural 
environment are compatible with the rural character and amenity values. They are in place 
to maintain the efficient and effective function of rural activities. The policies for the rural 
zone provide for the management of adverse effects through controls on factors such as 
bulk and location, seeking to ensure that consideration as to their nature, scale and intensity 
are compatible with the character and amenity of the rural environment.  

 
34. The application does not comply with the required building setbacks of the rural zone. Policy 

2.1.14 recognises that rural spaciousness is different in areas comprising smaller rural 
residential lots. In this instance, there are smaller rural-residential lots along both sides of 
Tai Road which demonstrate a different rural character and amenity than what is typical of 
a rural environment elsewhere in the District.  

 
35. Policy 2.1.9 details that new land use activities should be consistent with maintaining the 

character and amenity of the rural environment. The surrounding environment of the 
subject site is considerably built up with residential dwellings and ancillary buildings situated 
along Tai Road.  

 
36. The proposed shed and water tank would be considered consistent with the rural 

environment in the context of the surrounding Tai Road area. The proposal is of a scale that 
would not compromise the broader rural character experienced elsewhere in the District. 

 
Section 2.7 Tāngata Whenua 
 
37. The relevant objectives relating to Tāngata Whenua are 2.7.6, 2.7.7 and 2.7.9. The relevant 

policies are 2.7.11, 2.7.12, 2.7.13. 
 
38. The objectives and policies under Tāngata Whenua seek to actively engage with, in this case, 

Taranaki Iwi recognising that they hold mana whenua and kaitiakitanga over the land. It is 
important that they are involved in the decision making process. This has been achieved by 
the Council in deciding that Taranaki Iwi is an affected party in accordance with section 95E 
of the Act. Of note Taranaki Iwi did not submit on the proposal.  

 
Section 2.15 Coastal Environment 
 
39. The relevant objective relating to the coastal environment is 2.15.3. The relevant policies 

are 2.15.9(b), 2.15.10 (a)-(h). 
 
40. The objectives of the coastal environment seek to ensure that any land use activities within 

the coastal environment are compatible with and give effect to coastal protection. The 
policies for the coastal environment are in place to provide for the considerate management 
of development through controls on factors such as scale, location and design. These 
controls seek to ensure that consideration has been made to be compatible with the 
character and integrity of the Coastal Protection Area.  

 
41. The building bulk of the proposed shed exceeds the restricted discretionary activity 

requirements within the coastal protection area. Policy 2.15.10 addressed scale, location 
and design of use and development in the coastal environment. Policy 2.15.10 further sets 
out the determination of ‘appropriateness’ of land uses based on a range of matters 
including consideration of the extent of existing modifications to natural character. Existing 
modifications to natural character of the area on Tai Road include dwellings and ancillary 
buildings.  
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42. The proposed shed and water tank are consistent with the scale and extent of development 
in the surrounding area and would not compromise or degrade the visual amenity, 
landscape values or natural character of the coastal environment to any degree further than 
what has already been consented and constructed along Tai Road. The bulk and location of 
the proposal within the coastal protection area is further discussed within the assessment 
of effects below. 

 

Section 2.16 Natural Features and Landscapes 
 
43. The relevant objective relating to Natural Features and Landscapes is 2.16.4. The relevant 

policy is 2.16.5.  
 
44. The objectives of the natural features and landscapes seek to ensure that any land use 

activities undertaken at or near to areas of significant natural features and landscapes are 
compatible with and give effect to their values. The policies seek to ensure the protection 
of the natural features and landscapes by managing the scale, location and extent of 
activities in relation to the qualities and characteristics that contribute to the values of these 
features and landscapes.  

 
45. The proposal is not considered to generate any adverse effects on natural features and 

landscapes as the area has already been significantly developed and the subject site is not 
in the immediate vicinity of such features. 

 
Section 2.17 Indigenous Biodiversity 
 
46. The relevant objectives relating to Indigenous Biodiversity are 2.17.3 and 2.17.4. The 

relevant policy is 2.17.8.  
 
47. The objectives for indigenous biodiversity seek to protect areas of significant indigenous 

vegetation and habitats from inappropriate use and development, and to enhance 
indigenous biodiversity. The policies set out that adverse effects of use and development on 
indigenous vegetation, habitat and ecosystems within the CPA be avoided remedied or 
mitigated. 

 
48. The proposal is not considered to generate any adverse effects on indigenous biodiversity. 

Notably the area of the proposal is in grass cover and the site does not contain any identified 
SNA.  

 
Section 2.19 Natural Hazards 
 
49. The relevant objectives relating to Natural Hazards are 2.19.2 and 2.19.3. The relevant 

policies are 2.19.12(b) and (d) and 2.19.13. 
 
50. The objectives and policies for Natural Hazards seek to mitigate the risk of natural hazards 

on people, property and the environment, as well as ensure that development does not 
exacerbate the severity of natural hazards. 

 
51. The proposal is not considered to exacerbate the severity of natural hazards. The subject 

site is separated from the coastal marine area by a local purpose reserve. Furthermore, the 
proposed shed is non-habitable. The proposal may be subject to but will not increase the 
severity of natural hazards.  
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52. Overall, it is considered that the proposal is not inconsistent with the objectives and policies 
of the South Taranaki District Plan.  

 
Taiao, Taiora – Iwi Environment Management Plan for the Taranaki Iwi Rohe 
 
53. Given the location of the proposal Taiao Taiora is a relevant consideration under s104(1)(c). 

It is noted that the applicant consulted with Taranaki Iwi before lodging the application and 
who provided their written approval based on the objectives and policies of Taiao and 
Taiora. The proposal is consistent the following objectives and policies of the document: 
 Objectives – 11.2.2.1, 11.2.2.5, 11.2.2.8,  
 Policies – 11.2.3.5, 11.2.3.6, 11.2.3.11 

 
Assessment of Effects 
 
54. Under Section 104B of the Resource Management Act 1991, a consent authority when 

considering an application for a discretionary activity may grant or refuse the application. 
South Taranaki District Council sets out assessment matters in Section 20.5 of the District 
Plan. As discretionary activity, consideration is not limited to any particular matters. 
Nevertheless, these give an indication of the issues to be addressed.  

 
Rural Character and Visual Amenity  
 
55. The subject site is part of a rural subdivision intended for residential use and there is a 

residential dwelling and water tank on the site which forms part of the existing environment. 
Many of the lots within the Tai Road subdivision have been developed for residential 
purposes. When viewing the landscape from Tai Road in both directions, the amenity of the 
rural environment has been impaired and the streetscape is characterised by residential 
dwellings and other buildings. 

 
56. The objectives and policies of the rural zone identify that adverse effects on the rural 

character should be avoided, remedied and mitigated but also recognises that the degree 
of privacy and rural spaciousness is different in areas comprising existing smaller rural 
residential lots. 

 
57.  The lots on Tai Road are comparatively smaller than other rural lots within the district and 

it is recognised that the rural character of Tai Road is significantly different than what would 
typically be expected of a rural environment.  

 
58. An overgrown grass embankment currently separates the subject site from the road 

boundary. The applicant proposes that the shed be located behind this embankment to the 
left of the house and directly in front of the tank. This embankment will provide a good 
degree of screening due to its size between the proposed shed and road boundary.  

 
59. As part of the application, the applicant has suggested a consent condition of planting fauna 

on and around the embankment that will be in keeping with the surrounding environment. 
In addition to this, the applicant has indicated that the shed will be clad in black coloursteel 
trim rib. This is a neutral colour that will reduce reflectivity and is not considered to be out 
of character for the rural environment and other established buildings.  

 
60. When assessing the adverse effects that the shed and water tank will have on the rural 

character and visual amenity of Tai Road, it is not considered that they will generate any 
additional effects on the streetscape than what currently exists there.   
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61. A shed and water tank are considered as keeping with rural-based activities in the wider 
rural environment and the residential uses surrounding the subject site. Mitigation measure 
of planting identified in the landscape plan is considered appropriate and will reduce visual 
adverse effects.  

 
62. Overall, it is considered that proposal will not generate adverse effects of which are more 

than minor on the character and amenity of Tai Road or rural character of the wider rural 
environment to the east. Planting on and around the embankment located on the eastern 
boundary of the property facing Tai Road is considered to successfully mitigate any potential 
effects the proposal may have.  

 
Bulk and Location 
 
63. As with many of the lots along this stretch of Tai Road, the proposed location of the shed has 

been influenced by the position of the road and also the orientation of the sand dunes which 
means that, as a result, many of the sections are long and narrow. With the establishment of a 
dwelling at 288 Tai Road, there leaves little functional space available for an ancillary building or 
shed.  

 
64. The proposed location of the shed infringes the road boundary setback requirements with the 

proposed setback to be 0.5m while the requirement is 10m. The water tank is proposed to be 
located behind the shed with a setback of 10m from the road boundary.  

 
In regard to this point, it is important to note that the subject site is much smaller than what is 
typical of a property within the rural zone.  

 
65. The Tai Road subdivision is more residential in nature and it is therefore difficult for many of 

these properties to comply with the setback rules that are aimed to cater toward much larger 
rural properties. The proposal also infringes the setback requirement from other site boundaries 
with the proposed setback to be 3m while the requirement is 5m. 

 
66. Frank and Judith Snowdon identified that these setbacks are in place to protect the coastal 

environment. It is noted that these setbacks pertain only to the requirements within the rural 
zone and do not relate to the protection of the coastal environment or CPA.  

 
67. The adjoining site to the southern boundary is owned by South Taranaki District Council and 

used as a public access to Ōaonui Beach. South Taranaki District Council have submitted on the 
proposal and consider it acceptable to have the shed and water tank set back no less than 1.5m 
from the side boundary. I note the site plans indicated that both buildings will be setback 3m 
and 5m respectively which would comply with the request put forward by council in their 
submission.  

 
68. Members of the public who use the Ōaonui Beach public access or walk/drive past would be 

able to see the shed from both the road and within the walkway. The duration and extent of this 
effect is considered to be limited as passing motorists or walkers would see this for a relatively 
short time. It is noted that the existing residential dwelling is already visible from both the road 
and the public beach access. Visual effects from the proposal, as viewed from public places 
would be mitigated by the proposed planting.  
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69. Frank and Judith Snowdon, the property owners at 291 Tai Road and Graeme and Rowyn Toopi 
identified a loss of views as an adverse effect on 291 Tai Road as a result of the shed 
construction. The assessment matters under Section 20.5 of the District Plan identify that loss 
of views are to be considered when assessing effects on streetscape from reduced setbacks. It 
is noted that views are a consideration but not expressly protected under the objectives and 
policies. Further noted is that the District Plan does not protect particular view shafts. 

 
70. The reconfiguration of the tank behind the shed will allow for coastal outlook when viewed 

westward from the western boundary of 291 Tai Road. When considering the constraints 
associated with the site the location proposed allows for functionality on site while allowing for 
coastal outlook from neighbouring properties. Further noted is that a coastal outlook from 
291 Tai Road is achieved when south of the subject site. 

 
71. Both Frank and Judith Snowdon and Graeme and Rowyn Toopi have identified alternative 

locations for the shed through their submissions. One suggestion is to relocate it to an area 
where there are no road or site boundary infringements. This would require the shed to be 
constructed to the western side of the property, between the house and the coast. I do not 
consider this a practical location given the existing site layout and location of the dwelling. 

 
72. The other suggestion provided by Graeme and Rowyn Toopi is to have the shed located in 

line with the eastern corner of the dwelling. In terms of both locations, the visual impacts 
that are of concern would not lessen as a result of the movement. Moving the shed to either 
of the locations suggested would not mitigate the concerns held by both parties as the water 
tank would continue to impact the coastal outlook. In addition, moving the shed in front of 
the dwelling will impact on the property owner’s amenity and usability of the site. 

 
73. In terms of the proposed permanent location of the water tank, the applicant has placed it 

directly behind the shed to minimise the visual and bulk impacts on the amenity of the rural 
and coastal environment. The presence of the CPA will mean that any undeveloped lots 
would require resource consent, and with the lot sizes being created under a former District 
Plan, their dimensions and sizing would likely trigger resource consent requirements for any 
form of building for the  foreseeable future. 

 
74. Overall, it is considered that the proposed location would reflect a similar balance of built 

form to open space amenity consistent with already developed sites along Tai Road and the 
proposal would not be visually dominant in respect of the established dwelling. 

 
Coastal Environment 
 
75. The District Plan provides for measures which determine the appropriateness of 

development within the coastal area. The surrounding environment and established 
development is an important determinant in considering the effects that the shed and water 
tank will have on the coastal environment. 

 
76. With its changeable coastal conditions there would need to be certain flexibility in any 

planting provided on-site. Planting which was observed on other Tai Road properties in the 
vicinity of the subject site and which appeared well-established included Karo (pittosporum 
crassifolium), Sand Coprosma (coprosma acerosa), Wharawhara (astelia banksii), varieties 
of NZ flax (phorium tenax), and Clubrush (ficinia nodosa). 
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77. The applicants have volunteered to undertake suitable planting on the site to soften and 
screen the proposed building and which would be locally sourced and therefore anticipated 
to be suitable for this stretch of the coastal environment.  Planting would also maintain and 
enhance the character and amenity of the area and correlate to the nearby Significant 
Natural Area 5. A condition to specify types of plants and to ensure that the applicant 
maintain any such planting is therefore recommended.   

 
78. In recognising the extent of existing modification, it is not considered that the proposal will 

impact the natural features and landscape values of the coastal environment to any degree 
more than what already exists. The shed will be located closer to the road than the existing 
dwelling is, positioning it as far from the coast as possible for the site.  

 
79. It is recognised that the proposal will generate effects in the context of the coastal 

environment, however these, subject to conditions of consent, are minor and in keeping 
with the surrounding modified natural character of the area. The nature of the location 
means that resource consent is required for most developments within the Coastal 
Protection Area. 

 
 
Whakakapia / Conclusion 
 
80. Merv Dudley has applied for a resource consent to establish a shed and permanently 

relocate a water tank at 288 Tai Road, Ōpunakē. The proposal is considered as a 
Discretionary Activity due to the shed and water tank being located in the Coastal Protection 
Area. There are furthermore infringements associated with the setback requirements as set 
out in the Rural Zone section of the District Plan.  

 
81. The effects of the proposal include effects associated with bulk and location, rural character 

and amenity, outlook and coastal amenity. It has been determined that the adverse effects 
of the proposal in respect of these matters would be no more than minor.  

 
82. It is therefore recommended that the application for resource consent be approved, subject 

to the recommended conditions set out below.  
 
 
Taunakitanga / Recommenda on(s) 
 
THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee grant consent to Merv Dudley in accordance with 
sections 104, 104B and 108 of the Resource Management Act 1991. This land use consent provides 
for: 
 
 The construction of a shed and relocation of a water tank within the Coastal Protection Area 
 For the shed to be located 3m from the southern boundary and 0.5m from the eastern 

boundary.  
 
For the following reasons: 
1. The proposal would be generally consistent with the anticipated activities within the Rural 

Zone and its associated diverse environment.  
 
2. Adverse effects from the proposal can be mitigated appropriately through conditions of 

consent.   
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3. Visual effects associated with the proposal can be adequately mitigated through the
provision of landscaping.

4. Council (Three Waters) have proposed stormwater reticulation upgrades along the southern
boundary of the subject site that need to be completed before the shed is constructed. A
condition is recommended to address this.

Subject to the following conditions: 
1. That the activity is undertaken in general accordance with plans and details provided as part

of the resource consent application submitted to the South Taranaki District Council (“the
Council”).

2. The consent holder, or their authorised agent, shall notify council at least one month prior
to constructing the shed or relocating the water tank in accordance with the approved site
plan.

Advice note: This is to enable stormwater reticulation upgrades along the southern boundary of 
the site to be completed before the construction of the shed in this location. 

3. The consent holder shall provide a landscaping plan to Group Manager Environmental
Services (or nominee) for approval prior to work commencing on the construction of the
shed. The plan shall include:

(a) the location and spacing of plants,
(b) the species; and
(c) a maintenance regime for the planting.

4. The planting required by the landscaping plan shall be completed within a year of the shed
being established on site.

5. That planting carried out under condition 4 shall be maintained in good condition at all times
at the consent holder’s cost for the duration of the activity. Any dead or damaged plants
shall be replaced with the same or similar native species at the soonest planting season.

Advice note: This consent is granted in respect to the rules and performance standards of
the South Taranaki District Plan. It does not preclude the need for the developer to comply
with any requirements of any land covenant or other instrument registered against the
Record of Title for the property.

[Seen by]
Lily Conradie Liam Dagg 
Kaimahere Whakawhiti Whakaaro / Kaiarataki Taiao / 
Consultant Planner Group Manager Environmental Services
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Appendix 2 
 

Operative District Plan Requirements 
 
Section 2 Objectives and Policies  
 
Section 2.1: Rural Zone  
 
Objectives 
2.13   To ensure that subdivision, land use and development in the rural environment is of a 

nature, scale, intensity and location that maintains and, where appropriate, enhances 
rural character and amenity values.  

 
2.14  To enable the efficient and effective functioning of farming and rural based activities, and 

ensure that activities are not inhibited by adverse effects of new incompatible land uses. 
 
Policies 
2.1.8  Manage the adverse effects of noise, vibration, odour, dust, traffic, glare and other 

nuisances from land use activities and development through relevant performance 
standards and appropriate spatial buffers and setback requirements for specific activities. 

 
2.1.9  Ensure that new land use activities are of a nature, scale, intensity and location 

consistent with maintaining the character and amenity of the rural environment, and 
avoids or mitigates potential reverse sensitivity effects. 

 
2.1.11   Provide for the establishment and operation of new non-farming activities and the 

ongoing operation of existing lawfully established activities which are compatible and / 
or associated with farming activities in the rural environment, provided they avoid, 
remedy or mitigate adverse effects. 

 
2.1.13  Reduce obtrusive built elements in the rural environment by integrating building 

location and design with the surrounding landform and landscape qualities, while 
recognising that the location and design of some buildings, and infrastructure is 
influenced by their function and/or resource constraints. 

 
2.1.14  Avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on rural privacy and rural character in the 

Rural Zone by maintaining road and site boundary setbacks for all buildings, while 
recognising that the degree of privacy and rural spaciousness is different in areas 
comprising existing smaller rural-residential lots. 

 
Section 2.7: Tāngata Whenua 
 
Objectives 
2.7.6  To recognise and provide for the relationship of Tāngata Whenua and their culture and 

traditions (including mauri) with land, water, sites and areas of cultural and spiritual 
significance, wāhi tapu and other taonga. 

 
2.7.7  To protect sites and areas of cultural and spiritual significance to Tāngata Whenua from 

the adverse effects of inappropriate subdivision, use, and development of resources. 
 
2.7.9   To provide Tāngata Whenua with opportunities to participate in resource management 

processes and decision-making.   
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Policies  
2.7.11  Establish formal and informal working relationships with Tāngata Whenua within which a 

partnership regarding resource management matters may be defined, addressed and 
decided. 
 

2.7.12  To actively engage with Tāngata Whenua when addressing matters of concern to Iwi and 
hapū, including recognition of the relationship of Tāngata Whenua and their culture and 
traditions with land, water, sites and areas of cultural and spiritual significance, wāhi tapu 
and other taonga. 

 
2.7.13   To encourage, where appropriate, as part of the determination of resource consent 

applications, consultation with Tāngata Whenua be undertaken and reported to the 
decision making authority. 

 
Section 2.15 Coastal Environment 
 
Objectives 
2.15.3   To preserve the characteristics and qualities that contribute to natural character, and 

protect natural features and landscapes and historic heritage, in the coastal environment 
from inappropriate subdivision, use and development. 

 
Policies 
2.15.9  Preserve the natural character of the coastal environment and protect it from inappropriate 

subdivision, use and development by: 
(a) Avoiding adverse effects of activities on the characteristics and qualities that 

contribute to natural character in areas of the coastal environment identified as having 
outstanding natural character; and 

       (b)  Avoiding significant adverse effects and avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse 
effects of activities on the characteristics and qualities that contribute to natural 
character in all other areas of the coastal environment. 

 
2.15.10  Manage the scale, location and design of subdivision, use and development in the coastal 

environment and determine its appropriateness based on:  
(a)  Recognising the characteristics and qualities that contribute to natural character, 

natural features and landscape values of the coastal environment, and their location 
and distribution.  

(b)  Recognising the extent of existing modification of natural character and likely potential 
modification of natural character as a result of the proposed activity.  

(c)  Whether or not the activity protects areas of significant indigenous vegetation or 
significant habitats of indigenous fauna.  

(d)  Whether or not the activity avoids adverse effects on the characteristics and qualities 
of identified areas of outstanding natural character or outstanding natural 
landscapes/features.  

(e)  Whether or not the activity protects of historic heritage or cultural values including 
those of significance to Tāngata Whenua.  

(f)  Whether or not the activity maintains or enhances public access and recreational 
opportunities.  

(g)  Whether or not the activity has a functional need to be located in the coastal 
environment.  

(h)  Whether or not the activity avoids, remedies or mitigates the actual or potential 
adverse effects on open space, visual amenity and landscape values, recreation 
opportunities, or other qualities and values of the coastal environment. 

(i) Whether or not guidance is provided about the management of adverse effects for the 
activity in a National Policy Statement or Regional Policy Statement.   
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Section 2.16 Natural Features and Landscapes 
 
Objectives 
2.16.4   To recognise the qualities and values of other important natural features and landscapes 

and have regard to their values when undertaking new subdivision, use and development. 
 
Policies 
2.16.5   Protect natural features and landscapes of the coastal environment from inappropriate 

subdivision, use and development by: 
 (a)  Avoiding adverse effects of activities on the qualities and characteristics that 

contribute to the values Outstanding Natural Features/Landscapes in the coastal 
environment; and 

(b)  Avoid significant adverse effects and avoiding, remedying or mitigating other adverse 
effects of activities on the qualities and characteristics that contribute to the values of 
other natural features and natural landscapes in the coastal environment. 
 

Section 2.17 Indigenous Biodiversity 
 
Objectives 
2.17.3   Protect areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous 

fauna from inappropriate subdivision, use and development. 
 
2.17.4  The maintenance and enhancement of indigenous biodiversity through the protection, 

enhancement and restoration of indigenous habitats and indigenous vegetation. 
 
Policies  
2.17.8  Avoid significant adverse effects, and avoid, remedy or mitigate other adverse effects of 

subdivision, use and development in the Coastal Protection Area on: 
(a)  Areas of predominantly indigenous vegetation, or 
(b)  Indigenous habitats and ecosystems, important for indigenous species, which are 

particularly vulnerable to modification, particularly coastal herbfields, wetlands and 
coastal dunes. 

 
Section 2.19 Natural Hazards 
 
Objectives 
2.19.2   The risks and adverse effects from natural hazards on people, property and the 

environment are avoided or mitigated. 
 
2.19.3  Subdivision, use and development do not create, worsen, displace or increase the severity 

of natural hazards. 
 
Policies  
2.19.12  Manage subdivision, development of buildings, and structures within the Coastal 

Protection Area on land which may be susceptible to coastal erosion or the effect of sea 
level rise unless the activity can demonstrate: 
(a)  There will be significant community benefit. 
(b)  There is a functional requirement for the proposed location. 
(c)  It is relocatable; or 
(d)  That it will not increase the susceptibility of other nearby properties to natural hazards.  

 
2.19.13  Recognise that natural defences against coastal hazards include beaches, estuaries, 

wetlands, intertidal areas, coastal vegetation, dunes and barrier islands. 
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Section 3 Rural Zone Rules 
 
3.1.3   Restricted Discretionary Activities 
 (a)  Unless listed elsewhere in the District Plan, any permitted activity listed in Section 

3.1.1 which does not meet one or more of the performance standards in Section 3.2. 
 

Matters to which the Council restricts its discretion: 
 (i)  Avoiding, remedying or mitigating of actual or potential effects deriving from 

noncompliance with the particular performance standard(s) that is not met, except 
where specifically identified in other rules below. 

 
3.2.2   Bulk and Location 
 (a) Buildings shall comply with the height and location requirements in Table 1. 
 
Table 1: Height and Location Requirements  

 
Section 17 Natural Environment Rules 
 
17.1.3   Restricted Discretionary Activities 
  (a)  Within the Coastal Protection Area, the following activities: 

(ii)  New buildings or structures up to 50m2 in gross floor area and with a height of no more 
than 5m. 

 
17.1.4  Discretionary Activities 

(a) Within the Coastal Protection Area, the following activities are discretionary 
activities: 

(iv) Except as provided for in Rules 17.1.3(a) and 17.1.4(a)(v), new buildings, structures 
or network utilities with a height of no more than 7m. 
 

 
  

Type of Activity Minimum 
setback: State 
Highway 

Minimum 
setback: Road 
Boundary 

Minimum 
setback: Other 
site boundaries 

Maximum 
height 

Additional 
setbacks/requirements 

Farm and other 
buildings 

10m  10m 5m  15m  10m from rail corridor 
boundary. 
50m from a Significant 
Waterbody in Schedule 5 
identified with natural 
hazard values, and 30m 
from all other Significant 
Waterbodies in Schedule 
5. 
100m from the Pātea 
River 

2

Extraordinary Environment and Hearings Committee - Land Use Consent Report

106

Environment and Hearings Committee - Report

50



 
22 

Appendix 3 
 

Site Plan (21 May 2021) 
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Pūrongo-Whakamārama 
Information Report 

 
 
 
 

To Environment and Hearings Committee 

From Kaihautū Toitū te Taiao / Environment and Sustainability Manager, Rebecca Martin 

Date 21 July 2021 

Subject Significant Natural Areas Fund, End of Year Activity Report 2020/21 

(This report shall not be construed as policy until adopted by full Council) 
 
 
Whakarāpopoto Kāhui Kahika / Executive Summary 
 
1. This report provides the Environment and Hearings Committee an end of year activity 

summary for the Significant Natural Areas Fund (the Fund) for the period from 1 July 2020 
to 30 June 2021. 

 
2. The Fund has been very well utilised for the 2020/21 financial year. Of the $62,497 available 

for 2020/21, the amount allocated is $62,450. This leaves less than 0.1% unallocated for the 
2020/21 financial year. 

 
3. Over the 2020/21 financial year, funds were allocated to seven successful applicants. Of 

these two were from Iwi (Ngāruahine, Glenn Road Weir and Taranaki Iwi, Tapuinikau Pā), 
one was from a non-profit organisation (Taranaki Kiwi Trust, Omoana), and the other four 
were from private landowners, who were working in association with QEII National Trust or 
the Taranaki Regional Council to undertake restoration of native ecosystems on their land.  

 
4. The average funding allocation amount in 2020/21 was $8,921. The largest allocation went 

to Taranaki Kiwi Trust ($20,000) while the smallest allocation went to Taranaki Iwi ($4,800).  
 

5. The Fund guidelines have recently been reviewed as a part of the larger Council Community 
Funding Policy review. The new Community Funding Policy can be publicly viewed on the 
Council’s website. 

 
6. As a part of the above review, the Significant Natural Areas Fund has been renamed as the 

“Natural Environments Fund” from 1 July 2021. A call for applications will be publicly 
advertised each year. The core objectives and funding criteria for eligibility remain 
unchanged.  

 
 
Taunakitanga / Recommendation 
 
THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee receives the Significant Natural Areas Fund end 
of year activity report for 2020/21. 
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Kupu Whakamārama / Background 
 
7. The Fund was established by the Council to promote and assist the protection, restoration, 

or enhancement of areas of significant biodiversity, indigenous vegetation and/or significant 
habitats of indigenous fauna on private land throughout the District.  
 

8. The Fund is one method for addressing Objective 2.17.10 in Section 2 of the South Taranaki 
District Plan: “Support community and landowner initiatives for the maintenance, 
protection, enhancement and restoration of significant natural areas and encourage the use 
of other non-regulatory incentives and assistance to protect indigenous biodiversity”.  

 
9. The Fund also assists the Council in meeting its regulatory requirements under the Resource 

Management Act 1991 (RMA). The RMA is the key piece of legislation managing New 
Zealand’s environment, including indigenous biodiversity, on private land. Under the RMA, 
district councils are tasked with maintaining, enhancing and promoting “the sustainable 
management of natural and physical resources”. Our unique biodiversity and indigenous 
ecosystems are highly valuable natural resources, key to our identity as New Zealanders.  

 
Existing Council Policy 
 
10. The Council’s grant funding policy is outlined in the Council’s Community Funding Policy 

which was revised by the Council in April 2021.  
 
11. This policy outlines the Fund’s eligibility criteria, application process and accountability 

requirements for successful applicants and is intended to assist the decision making of the 
Council in funding projects from the Fund, rather than being a prescriptive set of criteria 
that must be met for funding to be allocated. 

 
12. Under the guidelines for this Fund, the Council will consider contributing finance towards 

projects that assist with protection projects associated with areas that are listed in the 
District Plan as a Significant Natural Area (SNA). This includes those areas that have 
indigenous biodiversity or habitat value but are not currently SNAs.  

 
13. The current Fund guidelines and the Council’s Delegations provide for the Chairman of the 

Committee and the Group Manager Environmental Services to consider applications for 
$10,000 or less. Applications over that amount are considered by the Committee. 

 
14. Projects with resourcing from alternative sources other than the Council are given a greater 

priority for funding. It is expected that all funding applications include non-Council financial 
or resourcing co-funding contributions to the project.  

 
Current Practice 
 
15. In the 2020/21 financial year, the Fund has been used for projects that assist in the 

protection of significant indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous fauna and/or 
legal protection of significant habitats through a QEII National rust covenant (Table 1). 

 
16. These projects have been on a mixture of SNA and non-SNA sites (Table 1). 
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17. A total of$62,450 was allocated from the Fund over the 2020/21 financial year (Table 1).  
 
Table 1: Details of SNA Fund applications from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021 

Applicant Site/Project 
Area 

Date 
Approved Amount Status SNA 

Ngāruahine Glenn Rd 
Weir 18/03/2020 $7,500 

Approved, Paid. 
Carried over 
from 2019/20 
financial year 
due to delays 
from COVID-19 

Non-SNA  
Significant indigenous 
vegetation and habitats 
of indigenous fauna 

Marie McColl McColl East 
Bush Block 6/08/2020 $6,150 Approved, Paid 

Non-SNA  
Significant indigenous 
vegetation and habitats 
of indigenous fauna 

Taranaki Iwi Tapuinikau Pā 9/09/2020 $4,800 Approved, Paid 

No, Site of Significance 
to Tangata Whenua 
under Schedule 1b Site 
of the South Taranaki 
District Plan 

Mark Daniels 
The 
Moeawatea 
Bush Block 

9/09/2020 $5,000 Approved, Paid 

Non-SNA  
Significant indigenous 
vegetation and habitats 
of indigenous fauna 

Mark Tuffield Mangapuni 
Bush Block 28/09/2020 $9,200 Approved, Paid Yes 

Ian 
MacKenzie Bog/Wetland 06/11/2020 $5,000 

Withdrawn due 
to landowner 
illness 

Non-SNA  
Regionally Significant 
Wetland 

Taranaki Kiwi 
Trust 

Omoana area 
surrounding 
the Lake 
Rotokare 
predator 
proof 
sanctuary 

04/02/2021 $20,000 Approved, Paid 

Non-SNA  
Significant indigenous 
vegetation and habitats 
of indigenous fauna 

Peter and 
Nicola Carver 

Raurimu 
Southern 
Bush Block 

27/05/2021 $9,800 

Approved, will 
be drawn down 
before 30 June 
2021 

Non-SNA  
Significant indigenous 
vegetation and habitats 
of indigenous fauna 

  Total 
allocated $62,450   

 
Local Government Purpose 

 
18. This matter promotes the environmental and cultural well-beings of our community, now 

and into the future. 
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Legislative Considerations 
 
19. There are no legislative considerations which require addressing with this matter. 
 
 
Whakawhiti Kōrero/Aromātai / Discussion/Evaluation 
 
20. The Fund has been very well utilised for the 2020/21 financial year. Of the $62,497 available 

for 2020/21, the amount allocated was $62,450. This leaves less than 0.1% unallocated for 
the 2020/21 financial year.  

 
21. It is anticipated that interest and applications for the Fund will continue to grow. As interest 

in biodiversity restoration and protection projects continue to grow amongst our 
communities, landowners will become more aware of the fund availability. The Fund 
guidelines have recently been reviewed as a part of the larger Council Community Funding 
Policy Review.  As a part of the review, the Significant Natural Areas fund will be renamed 
the “Natural Environments Fund” as of 1 July 2021. The core fund objectives and criteria 
remain unchanged.  

 
 

 
 
Rebecca Martin 
Kaihautū Toitū te Taiao /  
Environment and Sustainability Manager  
 
 

 
 
 

 
[Seen by] 
Liam Dagg 
Kaiarataki Taiao /  
Group Manager Environmental Services 
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Pūrongo-Whakamārama 
Information Report 

To 

From 

Date 

Environment and Hearings Committee  

Kaiarataki Taiao / Group Manager Environmental Services, Liam Dagg 

21 July 2021 

Subject Environmental Services Activity Report – May 2021 

(This report shall not be construed as policy until adopted by full Council) 

Whakarāpopoto Kāhui Kahika / Execu ve Summary 

1. This report updates the Environment and Hearings Committee on activities relating to the
Environmental Services Group (the Group) for the month of May 2021.

2. The Group is comprised of four business units:

a) Planning and Development;
b) Quality Assurance;
c) Regulatory Services; and
d) Environment and Sustainability.

3. The first part of the report goes through the operational activities for each of the business units.
The second part of the report provides an update on key projects and programmes.

Taunakitanga / Recommenda on 

THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee receives the Environmental Services Activity Report 
– May 2021.

Ratonga Hanga Whare / Building Control Services 

4. Below are the statistics for Building Consents.

May April March January - 
February 

November - 
December 

YTD 
From 1 July 

2020 
Lodged 75 80 77 71 98 627
Issued 84 63 51 57 116 567
% Issued within 
statutory 
timeframe 

52% 68% 27% 83% 55% 63%
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Inspections carried 
out for the month 204 196 235 234 333 2027 

Value of building 
works lodged $5,109,271 $7,188,315 $6,282,676 $6,259,184 $18,845,839 $75,350,509 

 

 
 

5. Below are the Building Consents lodged by type. 
 

Consents 
lodged by type Eltham Hāwera Kaponga Manaia Ōpunakē Pātea Waverley TOTAL 

New Dwellings   6   1   1   8 
Pole type sheds 1       1      2 
Garage/Storage 
Sheds 1 4 1 3 2 1 3 15 
Log fires 2 9 1   8 4   24 
Adds/Alts 1 2   1 4 2   10 
Other   2   1  1     4 
Amendments 2 4   1 2 1 2 12 
TOTAL 7 27 2 7 18 9 5 75 

NOTE: See Appendix B for Ōpunakē – Town and Other 
 
6. The tables below provide information on Notices to Fix and Dangerous Building Notices. 
 

Address Type Issue 
Date 

Review 
Date 

Reason for Notice Status 

130 Bridge 
Street, 
Eltham 

Dangerous 
Building 
Notice 

20/08/20 03/09/20 Broken window on 
street frontage. Has 
been boarded up by the 
Council, but the owner 
must repair the window. 

Owner has not 
complied with 
notices. 
Further action to 
be considered. 
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Address Type Issue 
Date 

Review 
Date 

Reason for Notice Status 

11 Nelson 
Street, 
Hāwera 

Dangerous 
Building 
Notice 

25/11/20 21/12/20 Structurally unsound. 
Owner required to 
provide engineers 
assessment and plan for 
repair or demolish. 

Abatement 
notice served. 
Discussion 
underway for 
next steps. 

31 Kauae 
Street, 
Manaia 

Insanitary 
Building 
Notice 

11/05/21 23/06/21 
 

Insanitary dwelling in a 
state of disrepair. 

Windows 
boarded. Notice 
deadline passed 
without required 
work completed. 
Owner advised 
of intention to 
apply to court 
for works order. 

414 
Turuturu 
Road, 
Hāwera 

Notice to 
Fix 

31/03/17 02/10/17 Building work without 
consent – work to 
comply is ongoing. 

Work to comply 
is ongoing. 

61 
Camberwell 
Road, 
Hāwera 

Notice to 
Fix 

11/06/20 31/07/20 Non-compliant building 
work – work to comply 
ongoing. 

Work to comply 
is ongoing. 

5 Glover 
Road, 
Hāwera 

Notice to 
Fix 

30/07/20 28/08/20 No current Building 
Warrant of Fitness. 
Building work without 
consent – work to 
comply is ongoing. 

No action from 
owner. 
Further action to 
be considered. 

106 Bridge 
Street, 
Eltham 

Notice to 
Fix 

20/08/20 03/09/20 Non-compliance with 
Notice to Fix No. 
2020/03 – work to 
comply is ongoing. 

No action from 
owner. 
Further action to 
be considered. 

68 Weraroa 
Road, 
Waverley 

Notice to 
Fix 

8/06/21 18/03/22 
7/07/21 

No current BWOF. 
Building work without 
consent. 

Contact made 
from owner. 

161 Bridge 
Street, 
Eltham 

Notice to 
Fix 

9/06/21 21/11/21 No current BWOF No contact 
received from 
owner. 

18 York 
Street, 
Pātea 

Notice to 
Fix 

21/06/21 20/07/21 Building work without 
consent. 

No contact 
received from 
owner. 

154 Princes 
Street, 
Hāwera 

Notice to 
Fix 

21/06/21 20/07/21 Building work without 
consent. 

Contact made 
from owner. 
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Ratonga Whakamahere Taiao / Planning Services 
 
7. Below are the statistics for Resource Consents. 
 

  
May April March January - 

February 

November 
- 

December 

YTD 
from  

1 July 2020 
Lodged 22 21 21 21 34 169 
Granted 13 12 14 20 30 136 
% Granted within 
statutory 
timeframe 

100% 100% 93% 100% 97% 98% 

 
Resource Consents (Land Use and Subdivision) Granted Under Delegated Authority is provided 
in Appendix A. 
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8. Of the consents lodged between 1 May 2021 and 1 June 2021, the following consents have 
been referred to Iwi. 

 

Application 
No. 

Location Proposal Comments 

RML21032 4490 Mountain 
Road, Eltham 

Change of land use 
under the NES-CS 

Ngāruahine rohe 

RMS21034 95 Auroa Road, 
Manaia 

2 lot Rural 
Subdivision 

Ngāruahine rohe 

RMS21038 2209 Ōpunakē 
Road, Ōpunakē  

3 lot Rural 
Subdivision 

Ngāruahine rohe; Awatuna, 
tributary of the Otakeho Stream 

 
9. There are currently no consents undergoing notification as of 1 July 2021. 
 
Abatement notices / Compliance actions 
 
10. Sentencing for the indigenous vegetation removal near Stoney Creek is scheduled for 16 July 

2021. 
 
11. An abatement notice has been issued for non-compliant structures and buildings within the 

Coastal Protection Area. 
 
12. An abatement notice has been issued for a non-compliant land use activity on Glover Road 

Hāwera, and further enforcement matters are being assessed by legal counsel. 
 
 
Ratonga Waeture / Regulatory Services 
 
13. Below are the statistics for Customer Service Requests. 

 

Customer Service 
Requests (CRM’s) May April March January - 

February 
November - 
December 

YTD (Jul 
2020 - 

April 2021) 
Dog Attacks 7 5 2 11 11 60 
Rushing/Threatening 3 7 4 13 10 51 
Roaming 55 54 53 102 111 608 
Barking 66 27 59 115 84 504 
Welfare 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Stock Wandering 23 27 38 49 41 256 
Abandoned Vehicles 10 13 2 12 16 89 
Illegal Dumping 5 9 2 1 4 26 
Re-homed dogs 1 2 1 4 2 20 
Parking 
Infringements issued 

169 186 129 570 255 1448 
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Legal/Enforcement Action 

 
14. The table below provides information on Legal/Enforcement Actions. 
 

Address Type Issue Date Comment 
Pātea Prosecution 22/07/2020 Completed - Dog Attack on Sheep Dog 

owner convicted and discharged. 
Ordered to pay reparation to stock 
owner. 

Kaponga Prosecution 9/11/2020 Dog Attack on Human – Ongoing. 
Waitōtara Prosecution April 2021 Roaming Stock – Insufficient Fences. 

 
 
Rautaki Kaupapa me ngā Hōtaka / Strategic Projects and Programmes 
 
Adoption of the Environment and Sustainability Strategy alongside the 2021-2031 Long Term Plan 
(LTP) 
 
15. The Council adopted the Environment and Sustainability Strategy (the Strategy) on 28 June 

2021. The Strategy was put out for public consultation alongside the 2021-2031 LTP. 
 
16. The team are now working on implementing the key projects in the Strategy, which include the 

following: 
 

a) Applying environmental sustainability and climate change frameworks/criteria to all 
Council policies, plans, projects, governance and decision making processes. 
 

b) Ensuing our financial and investment portfolios are managed in an environmentally 
sustainable and ethical way using ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) criteria. 

 
c) Supporting landowners with legally protecting and restoring natural ecosystems on private 

land through Council’s Natural Environments Fund and rates rebates (where applicable). 
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d) Supporting and co-funding the creation of biodiversity corridors and green spaces to 
connect large and important habitats throughout the District, and restoration of Council 
owned properties and Reserve land, particularly at sites where riparian planting and 
management is required, and/or where community restoration groups are actively 
working on Council-owned land. 

 
e) Developing and implementing an Energy and Carbon Reduction Plan, setting three yearly 

carbon budgets and carbon reduction pathways, to ensure Council is a carbon neutral 
organisation by 2035 (excluding biogenic methane and nitrous oxide), and that our 
activities remain aligned with New Zealand’s emissions reduction targets and the Paris 
Agreement. 

 
f) Using One Billion Trees co-funding and through accessing and utilising other co-funding 

streams, native plant afforestation on Council land will be increased to develop carbon 
sinks for offsetting organisational emissions that cannot be reduced. 

 
g) Mapping and modelling climate change risks and impacts across our District, so that our 

communities’ understanding and resilience to climate change impacts can increase over 
time. 

 
h) Investigating how to provide improved localised disposal options and waste management 

infrastructure to increase the amount of waste diverted from landfill, with an initial focus 
on reducing the amount of compostable organic waste going to landfill (currently 40% of 
our waste profile). 

 
Reforestation Project starting adjacent to Pātea Cemetery and closed landfill 
 
17. One of the key projects in South Taranaki District Council’s (the Council) Strategy is medium to 

large scale reforestation projects on currently bare, Council owned land across South Taranaki.  
 

18. This reforestation project will help offset the Council’s emissions footprint while enhancing the 
ecological values of currently bare Council-owned land throughout the District.  

 
19. The reforestation project aims to plant a minimum of two hectares of native forest on Council 

owned land per annum for the next five years. 
 

20. The first site for reforestation (beginning from 1 July 2021) is adjacent to the Pātea cemetery 
and closed landfill, as per Image 1 below: 
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Image 1: Zoomed in aerial view of the of the Pātea cemetery and closed landfill 2021 reforestation 
planting site (SITE 1), which is the rough piece of ground between the Pātea cemetery and the closed 
landfill. The approximate area to be planted is outlined in green, and this area has already been 
fenced for stock exclusion. There will be a 5 m planting setback from all fences. The old fenced off 
Soldier’s Cemetery will not be planted, and there will be a path kept clear of planting from the 
cemetery up to and around this area (the area marked in red will not be planted). The total area to 
be planted is approximately two hectares. 
 
Waste Minimisation: Progress review and Councillors’ workshop 
 
21. On 14 June 2021, the Policy and Strategy Committee participated in a workshop about the 

future of waste minimisation in South Taranaki. 
 
22. At this workshop, staff and Councillors reviewed upcoming national level changes to waste 

minimisation requirements and progress to date on reaching the Council’s Waste Management 
and Minimisation Plan (WMMP) 2018-2023 targets. Councillors then provided 
recommendations regarding the future focus of the Council’s waste minimisation work.  

 
23. Key recommendations made by Councillors at the 14 June workshop include: completing a 

feasibility study that covers options for working with New Plymouth District Council (NPDC) and 
Stratford District Council (SDC) to collectively build/own/operate a commercial composting 
facility, exploring fortnightly collection of red lidded waste bins to encourage more recycling 
when our kerbside collection contract comes up for renewal, incentivising home composting, 
promotion of existing whiteware and other waste diversion collection services locally, 
increased staff time focused on commercial/industrial waste minimisation, and continued 
advocacy and lobbying of central government waste minimisation actions.  

  

Closed landfill 

Cemetery 
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Commercial composting feasibility study 
 
24. Following on from the WMMP mid-term review and Councillor workshop recommendations, 

the Environment and Sustainability Team has begun seeking quotes for a feasibility study into 
how the Council, New Plymouth District Council (NPDC), and Stratford District Council (SDC) 
might collectively build, operate and/or manage a commercial composting facility located in 
South Taranaki. 
 

25. NPDC and SDC have agreed to co-fund this feasibility study, pending quotes received being 
within an acceptable costing range. 
 

26. The feasibility study will take a scenario based approach, covering a range of ownership and 
operating options, compost processing technologies, and scale factors. It will also cover 
expected sales opportunities and key price points for the end products that are produced. 

 
27. A number of private companies have also approached Council about their ambitions to open a 

commercial composting facility in South Taranaki. Should any of these private operators make 
meaningful progress towards opening a privately owned commercial composting facility in the 
next 12 months, the possibility of Councils building their own facility will be reassessed. 
 

Organisational Greenhouse Gas Emissions Profile 
 
28. The Environment and Sustainability Team are working with consultants EKOS to get the South 

Taranaki District Council’s organisation greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions profile independently 
externally audited and certified for the financial year 2019/20. 
 

29. While this will be the third annual organisation GHG emissions profile for the Council, it will be 
the Council’s first independently audited emissions profile. The Environment and Sustainability 
Team is now awaiting final figures from the external audit. 
 

30. In previous years, the Council had been able to use Council owned forestry blocks to offset 
Council emissions. The Council’s un-audited 2017/18 and 2017/18 emissions profiles used 
these forestry offsets to claim a carbon-negative status for the Council. However, due to 
forestry block harvesting in 2019/20, the Council will no longer be able to claim a carbon-
negative status. 

 
31. Along with calculating our emissions profile, work is underway to integrate more emissions 

data into e-Bench (a cloud based data management platform), which will automate many data 
upload requirements, reducing staff time required to complete annual emissions profiles, and 
improving the accuracy of our calculations. The most recent data stream to be brought into e-
Bench is BP fuel card data, which covers all fuel purchased for Council vehicles, generators, and 
fuel-powered hand tools (chain saws, lawn mowers etc.).  

 
Te hua o te tau hou – Kai Resilience in South Taranaki 
 
32. The Environment and Sustainability Team collaborated with Taranaki Timebank and 

Sustainable Taranaki to host an event called Te hua o te tau hou – Kai Resilience in South 
Taranaki. The event was a to explore how South Taranaki residents can collectively build kai 
resilience at this time of Puanga.  
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33. The event was held on 26 June at Te Korowai o Ngāruahine. Panel speakers included: Julie Anne 
Katene Barney (Ngāruahine Iwi Health Services), Michelle Busby (Goldbush Micro Farm), 
Debbie Ngarewa-Packer (Māori Party MP), Emily Tuhi-Ao Bailey (Parihaka māra kai), and Fiona 
Young (Taranaki Regenerative Agriculture). 

  
34. The speakers’ panel was followed by a Crop Swap, shared kai, and a time for the audience to 

share pānui. 
 
Energy and Sustainability Forum 
 
35. The Council’s Energy and Sustainability Form (ESF) has been re-established. The last ESF was in 

May 2019, before the role of the Council’s Environment and Sustainability Manager had been 
filled.  
 

36. The primary role of the ESF is for the Environment and Sustainability Team and key asset and 
facility managers to regularly meet and make strategic decisions on the most cost effective and 
efficient way to systematically reduce organisational emissions, so that the Council is a 
CarbonZero organisation by 2035. The ESF will meet quarterly and the Environment and 
Sustainability Manager will chair the ESF meetings.  

 
National Emergency Management Conference in Wellington, from 24-27 May 
 
50. The conference was well attended with Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern speaking to the group, 

guest speakers also included Dr Ashley Bloomfield. The first day of the conference, a hui ā-motu, 
was well attended with examples from smaller communities of the approach taken with COVID-
19 Level 4 lockdown.  

 
51. Days two and three followed on from the first day with guest speakers and breakout sessions. 

This supported a national recognition that more was needed to support improved emergency 
management outcomes for individuals, communities and Iwi-hapū. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liam Dagg 
Kaiarataki Taiao /  
Group Manager Environmental Services 
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Appendix A 
 
Resource Consents (Land Use and Subdivision) Granted Under Delegated Authority 
 
The following is a list of all Resource Consents (land use and subdivisions) for Permitted, Controlled, 
Limited Discretionary, Discretionary and Non-Complying Activities considered under delegated 
authority from 1 May 2021 to 1 June 2021 
 
Application No. Location Proposal Days Notified 
Subdivision – Controlled  
RMS21023 Hoani Road, Puniho 5 lot rural subdivision 13 N 

Subdivision – Restricted Discretionary 

RMS21028 Skeet Road, Kapuni Discretionary 4 lot rural subdivision with a 
Significant Waterbody 

8 N 

Subdivision – Discretionary  
RMS21016 126 Whenuku Road, Normanby 3 lot rural discretionary subdivision 18 N 

RMS21021 1239 Rawhitiroa Road, 
Mangamingi 

2 lot rural subdivision 15 N 

Land Use – Discretionary 

RML21007 50 Weraroa Road, Waverley   Demolition of buildings with frontage to 
State Highway 3 (Weraroa Road), Soil 
Disturbance of a HAIL site, and 
dispensations for parking, landscaping and 
signage 

19 N 

RML21024 428 Coast Road, Warea Proposed dwelling in the Coastal Protection 
Area with yard dispensations 

19 N 

RML21030 70 Argyle Street, Hāwera  Residential activities in the commercial zone 6 N 

Land Use – Restricted Discretionary  
RML21020 9 Kaipi Street, Manaia Land Use - Yard dispensation for proposed 

dwelling 
17 N 

RML21028 95 Ihaia Road, Ōpunakē  Yard dispensation for proposed archgola 6 N 

RML21036 19 Albion Street, Hāwera  Yard dispensation for proposed dwelling 10 N 

Land Use – Deemed Permitted Boundary Activity 
RML21027 427 Arawhata Road, Ōpunakē  Deemed permitted activity for an extension 

to dwelling 
12 N 

RML21029 Rosemount Road, Waverley Deemed permitted boundary activity 9 N 

RML21034 7256 South Road (S H 45), Puniho Deemed permitted boundary activity for a 
new garage 

0 N 

Land Use – Controlled 

RML21032 4490 Mountain Road, Eltham Change of land use under the NES-CS 17 N 
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Appendix B 
 
Building Consents Lodged by Type in Ōpunakē Town and Other Areas 
 

Consents lodged by type Ōpunakē 
Town 

Ōpunakē 
Other TOTAL 

New Dwellings      
Pole type sheds   1 1 
Garage/Storage Sheds 1 1 2 
Log fires 4 4 8 
Adds/Alts 2 2 4 
Other   1 1 
Amendments 1 1 2 
TOTAL 8 10 18 
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6. Whakataunga kia noho tῡmatanui kore / Resolution to Exclude the Public 
 

THAT the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 
 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48(1) 
of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 
resolution are as follows: 
 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under section 48(1) 
for the passing of this 
resolution 

1. Confirmation of 
minutes – 
Environment and 
Hearings Committee 9 
June 2021. 

 

To enable the Committee to: 
 

That the exclusion of the 
public from the whole or the 
relevant part of the 
proceedings of the meeting is 
necessary to enable the 
Council/Committee to 
deliberate in private on its 
decision or recommendation 
in any proceedings where: 
ii) the local authority is 
required, by any enactment, 
to make a recommendation in 
respect of the matter that is 
the subject of those 
proceedings. 
Use (i) for the RMA hearings 
and (ii) for hearings under LGA 
such as objections to 
Development contributions or 
hearings under the Dog 
Control Act.  
s.48(1)(d) 
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