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Governance Information

Committee Members

Councillor Andy Beccard (Chairperson)
Councillor Steffy Mackay
Councillor Robert Northcott
Councillor Diana Reid

Delegations

The primary role of the Environment and Hearings Committee is to oversee the Council’s 
obligations under the Resource Management Act 1991. It also oversees a number of the 
Council’s environment and regulatory activities. The committee comprises five Councillors.

The Committee is delegated the following decision making powers:

∑ To hear all resource consent applications with the power to make a final decision;
∑ To hear all Building Act dispensation applications with the power to make a final 

decision;
∑ To consider all matters of an environmental and regulatory nature relating to the 

Resource Management Act, Building Act, Health Act, Fencing of Swimming Pools Act, 
Dog Control Act and to make recommendations to the Council;

∑ To receive reports on all matters approved under delegated authority by the 
Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson together with the Group Manager Environmental 
and those functions delegated to staff;

∑ Hear objections to menacing dog classifications and either uphold or rescind the 
classification (as per the Dog Control Act).

∑ To consider and make recommendations to the Council on environmental policy 
matters relating to the Resource Management Act and the District Plan;

∑ To hear all plan changes and make recommendations to the Council;
∑ Non-notified applications will be referred to the Environment and Hearings Committee 

for consideration in the following circumstances:
g Where the Group Manager Environmental believes that there are potential 

community effects and/or policy implications in respect of the District Plan, and 
no other applications of this nature have been dealt with before by the Council to 
determine precedent;

g Appeals relating to consent conditions approved under delegated authority; and
g Applications for retrospective activities.

That aside, the Committee is only able to make recommendations to the full Council for it to 
consider and make a decision on.
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Health and Safety Message

In the event of an emergency, please follow the instructions of Council staff.

If there is an earthquake – drop, cover and hold where possible. Please remain where you 
are until further instruction is given.

Conflicts of Interest

Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when 
a conflict arises between their role as an elected member and any private or other external 
interest they might have.
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1. Apologies

Leave of Absence

The Council may grant a member leave of absence following an application from that 
member. Leave of absences will be held in the Public Excluded section of the meeting.
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Report   
 

To      Environment and Hearings Committee 

From      Regulatory Services Administration Supervisor, Karen Ruddell 

Date      11 December 2019 

Subject      Objection to dog being classified as menacing – Selwyn Whiteman 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
1. Moto, a brindle, Staffordshire Bull Terrier/Pitbull/Mastiff cross, belonging to Selwyn 

Whiteman of 5 Cornwall Street, Pātea was classified as menacing because of the details 
provided by the owner when registering the dog in July 2019. 
 

2. Moto’s details were provided by Selwyn Whiteman on the registration form dated 22 June 
2019 – see Appendix IV. 

 
3. Selwyn Whiteman has objected to the menacing classification of his dog Moto (see 

Appendix I) and the Environment and Hearings Committee is delegated to hear the 
objection. The Committee is required under the Dog Control Act 1996 (the Act) to then 
either uphold the classification or rescind it. 

 
 

Recommendation 
 
THAT the Environment and Hearings Committee  
 
a) Agrees that the menacing classification for Moto (registration number 19573), owned by 

and residing with Selwyn Whiteman of 5 Cornwall Street, Pātea be upheld.  
 

For the following reasons: 
 

Mr Whiteman has signed the registration form and confirmed in writing the breed of his 
dog Moto was a Staffordshire Bull Terrier/Pitbull/Mastiff cross. 

 
 
Background  

 
4. On 17 July 2019, Selwyn Whiteman paid the registration fees for Moto and signed the 

document that advised the dog’s breed was Staffordshire Bull Terrier/Pitbull/Mastiff 
cross. 

 
5. The Council received a letter objecting to the menacing classification of Moto from 

Selwyn Whiteman on 12 November 2019. The objector states in his appeal that Moto is 
a cross breed but not an American Pit Bull Terrier and for this reason requests that the 
menacing breed classification of Moto be removed. 

 
6. Selwyn Whiteman states that Moto is registered, desexed and microchipped and has 

provided documents from First Vets in Whanganui regarding the de-sexing verification. 
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There is also a copy of Moto’s microchip number. Moto’s registration fees were paid on 
17 July 2019 (receipt number 872730). See Appendices III, IV and VI. 

 
7. A statement provided by Vetfarm Veterinary Sales and Service Pātea states that Moto 

is a Staffordshire Bull Terrier Cross but does not state that the dog is not an American 
Pit Bull Terrier as per the classification. The vet does mention that in his opinion the dog 
is not an “American Bulldog.” 

 
8. A menacing class for Moto was issued as per the Dog Control Act 1996 on 21 October 

2019 – see Appendix VII. 
 
Local Government Purpose 

 
9. The Council provides a regulatory function by administering the Dog Control Act 1996 

for the South Taranaki District. A further function of the Council is to provide the 
opportunity for dog owners to object to menacing dog classifications, through a hearing 
governed by the Environment and Hearings Committee, which provides a democratic 
local decision on the matters put forward by the objector. 

 
 
Options – Identification and analysis 
 
10. It is the responsibility of the Council to investigate when a dog is registered as a breed 

or type of dog consistent with the menacing breeds/types of dogs as per section 33C of 
the Dog Control Act 1996. 

 
11. A menacing classification means that the dog must be neutered, microchipped and wear 

a muzzle every time it is in a public place. Moto is already microchipped and neutered. 
 
12. This is the only mechanism in which the Council can require owners, who own dogs 

which is regarded as a menacing breed or type of dog; to control their dogs when in a 
public place and therefore pose less of a risk to the rest of the community. 

 
13. The key risk to Council is: 
 

Adverse effect on community 
To ensure the safety of members of the public and reduce any adverse effects on the 
community, dogs which are classified as menacing are required to be microchipped, de-
sexed and wear a muzzle when in a public place. 

 
Options available 
 
Option One - Uphold the menacing classification 
 
14. The Council’s Dog Control Policy is built on the philosophy that the South Taranaki 

District Council has a duty of care for the community, in that we need to minimise danger, 
distress and nuisance that dogs can cause. Similarly, our Community Outcomes aim to 
ensure that: 

 
“[Council provide] a safe, healthy and friendly place to live, work and visit.” 

 
15. The Act endeavours to protect people, dogs and other animals from harm by enabling 

tighter control of some dogs. 
 
16. Upholding the menacing classification would be wholly consistent with best practice in 

protecting the community and other dogs from potential harm. 
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Option Two - Rescind the menacing classification 
 
17. The Dog Control Policy and the Act do not support the option of rescinding the menacing 

classification.  
 
 
Considerations and Assessments 
 
Legislative Considerations 
 
18. In delivering the Animal Control function, the Act states that the Council must have regard 

to: 
 

a) the need to minimise danger, distress and nuisance to the community generally; 
and 

b) the importance of enabling, to the extent that is practicable, the public to use streets 
and public amenities without fear of attack or intimidation by dogs. 

 
19. The Act also states that the Council may classify a dog as menacing as follows: 
 

1) this section applies to a dog that – 
b) territorial authority considers may pose a threat to any person, stock, poultry, 
 domestic animal, or protected wildlife because of - 

                (ii)   any characteristics typically associated with the dog’s breed and type.  
 

Consistency with Plans/Policies/Community Outcomes  
 

20. The District’s Community Outcome below, aims to create a safe environment for 
residents. Residents should be able to enjoy a quality of life that is not affected by the 
worry of having their own pets attacked or being personally attacked or threatened by 
dogs. The Community Outcome is supported by the Council’s Dog Control Policy and 
the intent of the Act. 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
21. Moto has been classified as menacing in accordance with the Council’s Dog Control 

Policy and the Act, which is the minimum level of control applied to a dog typically 
associated with the dog’s breed or type. 

 
 
 

 
 

Karen Ruddell     Chantelle Denton    
Regulatory Services    Regulatory Services Manager 
Administration Supervisor  
 

 
 
 

  
 

Liam Dagg 
Group Manager Environmental Services 
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Attachments to this Report: 
 
Appendix I – Menacing classification objection letter from Selwyn Whiteman.  
 
Appendix II – Statement from PG Hughes stating he is of the opinion that Moto is not an 
American Pit Bull Terrier. 
 
Appendix III – Certificate of Sterilisation  
 
Appendix IV – Microchip number confirmation 
 
Appendix V – Vaccination confirmation 
 
Appendix VI – Registration Form 2019/20  
 
Appendix VII – Menacing Classification letter to Selwyn Whiteman 
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