
Te Kaunihera ō Taranaki ki te tonga

RARANGI TAKE O TE 
KOMITI TAKAWAENGA-A-IWI

(Iwi Liaison Committee Agenda)

-
-

South Taranaki
Alive with opportunity

Rāapa 29 Paenga-whāwhā 2020
Wednesday 29 April 2020  

Video Conference 10.00 am

The meeting will be held via video conferencing and the recording will be 
made available on the South Taranaki District Council’s website following 

the conclusion of the meeting.
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Governance Information

Committee Members

Mayor Phil Nixon (Chairperson)
Councillor Robert Northcott (Deputy Chairperson)
Councillor Andy Beccard
Councillor Aarun Langton

Te Kāhui o Rauru Marty Davis
Paul Sullivan

Te Kāhui o Taranaki John Niwa
Puna Wano-Bryant

Te Korowai o Ngāruahine John Hooker
Cheryl Luke-Maraki

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Ngapari Nui
Turangapito Parata
Graham Young

Health and Safety Message

In the event of an emergency, please follow the instructions of Council staff.

If there is an earthquake – drop, cover and hold where possible. Please remain where you 
are until further instruction is given.

Conflicts of Interest

Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when 
a conflict arises between their role as an elected member and any private or other external 
interest they might have.
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Leave of Absence

The Committee may grant a member leave of absence following an application from that 
member. Leave of absences will be held in the Public Excluded section of the meeting.

1. Kāore i Konei / Apologies
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4



The Council has set aside time for members of the public to speak in the public forum at the 
commencement of each Council, Committee and Community Board meeting (up to 10
minutes per person/organisation) when these meetings are open to the public. Permission of 
the Mayor or Chairperson is required for any person wishing to speak at the public forum.

2. Mō Ngā Whānau / Open Forum

2.1 Annual Plan Update

2
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Committee Minutes
To Iwi Liaison Committee

Date 29 April 2020

Subject Iwi Liaison Committee – 18 March 2020

(This report shall not be construed as policy until adopted by full Council)

Executive Summary

1. The Iwi Liaison Committee met on 18 March 2020. The Iwi Liaison Committee is being 
asked to confirm their minutes from 18 March 2020 as a true and correct record.

2. There was one recommendation passed at the meeting: 07/20 IL to approve the draft 
Terms of Reference for the Road Naming Policy with the additional wording on research 
“including examples from other councils on changes to existing roads”; and establish a 
Road Naming Policy Advisory Group.

3. The Council adopted recommendation 07/20 IL.

Recommendation

THAT the minutes of the Iwi Liaison Committee meeting held on 18 March 2020 be adopted 
as a true and correct record.

3
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Iwi Liaison Committee 
 

 

Ngā mēniti o te Komiti Takawaenga-ā-Iwi I te Rūnanga o te Whare Matua o te Kaunihera, kei 
Te Hāwera i te Rāapa 18 Poutū-te-rangi 2020, ka tīmata i te 10.00 o te ata. 
 
Minutes of the Iwi Liaison Committee meeting held in the Council Chamber, Albion Street, 
Hāwera on Wednesday 18 March 2020, commencing at 10.00 am. 
 
 

 
NGĀ MEMA O TE 
KOMITI I KŌNEI /  
PRESENT: Mayor Phil Nixon, Councillor Robert Northcott (Deputy Mayor), 

Councillors Andy Beccard and Aarun Langton, John Niwa (Te 
Kāhui o Taranaki), John Hooker and Cheryl Luke-Maraki (Te 
Korowai o Ngāruahine), Sandy Parata, Ngapari Nui and Graham 
Young (Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui).  

 
I KONEI /  
IN ATTENDANCE: Waid Crockett (Chief Executive), Fiona Aitken (Group Manager 

Community and Infrastructure Services), Marianne Archibald 
(Group Manager Corporate Services), Liam Dagg (Group Manager 
Environmental Services), Reg Korau (Iwi Liaison Advisor), 
Adrienne Cook (Policy Advisor), Sara Dymond (Governance 
Officer) and two members of the public. 

 
KĀORE I KONEI / 
APOLOGIES: Marty Davis and Paul Sullivan (Te Kāhui o Rauru), Puna Wano-

Bryant (Te Kāhui o Taranaki). 
 

MŌTINI / RESOLUTION (Mr Nui/Mr Hooker) 
 

05/20 IL THAT the apologies from Marty Davis and Paul Sullivan (Te Kāhui o Rauru), Puna 
Wano-Bryant (Te Kāhui o Taranaki) be received . 

 
TAUTOKO / CARRIED 

 
1 Mō Ngā Whānau Whānui / Open Forum and Presentations 

 
1.1 Andrea Rowe – Planning Consultant 
 
Mrs Rowe was engaged to represent the Campbell Family Trust with the proposal for a 
second dwelling on 340 Mātāngārara Road in the interest of Papakāinga housing. The 
intention of the Papakāinga definition in the District Plan had good intentions but when 
applied became problematic as it specified specific areas where Papakāinga could 
happen. 
 
The site was adjacent to land associated with Taiporohenui Marae and was set up as a 
Trust for the purpose of multi-unit māori family living. In terms of Papakāinga under the 
guidance of Te Puni Kokiri this land was considered māori customary land. The 
application was for two dwellings as the client did not know if the application would be 
accepted. The District Plan allowed for bulk location previsions where dwellings had to 
be set back from boundaries. Mrs Rowe believed this was an opportunity for the District 
Plan definition of Papakāinga to be reviewed as well as the insertion of the setback rules 
for when Papakāinga was applied. It was important that Papakāinga be thought of as a 
traditional land use in the Rural Zone for māori. 

3
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Mrs Rowe believed it was appropriate moving forward to initiate conversations with Iwi 
and Hapū because Papakāinga would look and feel different for each Iwi and Hapū.  
  
Mayor Nixon commented that the definition of Papakāinga and how it would fit within the 
District Plan would be investigated by Council staff and would be considered through 
the District Plan process. 
 
1.2 Reg Korau – Te Raumanui o Ruapūtahanga 

 
A prototype statue envisaged for outside Te Raumanui o Ruapūtahanga was presented 
to the Committee. The statue was a glass figurine (bust of Ruapūtahanga) 800mm in 
height sitting on a concrete pou and would be situated on the corner of High Street and 
Regent Street, Hāwera. 
 
Discussion on where it would be located was underway. Diagrammatic views would be 
used to ensure its placement was perfect. 
 
 

2 Whakaae o Ngā Mēniti / Confirmation of Minutes 
 

MŌTINI / RESOLUTION (Cr Northcott/Mr Hooker) 
  

06/20 IL THAT the minutes of the Iwi Liaison Committee meeting held on 5 February 2020 
be confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 
TAUTOKO / CARRIED 

 
 
3 Pūrongo / Report 

 
3.1 Terms of Reference – Road Naming Policy 

 
The draft Terms of Reference (ToR) were presented to the Committee which outlined 
the process the Council would follow during the development of the Road Naming Policy. 
 
Mr Young (Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui) suggested a note be added to the bullet point 
research that this was with reference to changing existing road names and the process 
that had been used to achieve this with other councils. This was to ensure there was a 
direct reference on how this would be achieved. 

 
TŪTOHI / RECOMMENDATION (Mayor Nixon/Mr Hooker) 

 
07/20 IL THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee recommends that the Council  
 

a) Approves the draft Terms of Reference for the Road Naming Policy with the 
additional wording on research “including examples from other councils on 
changes to existing roads”; and  

 
b) Establish a Road Naming Policy Advisory Group. 

 
TAUTOKO / CARRIED 

 
  

3
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4 Pūrongo-Ā-Pitopito Kōrero i Muri Mai / Matters Arising 
 
Pātea Harbour Endowment  
Mr Nui (Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui) asked for information around the Pātea Harbour 
Endowment Committee and its Terms of Reference. Mr Hooker (Te Korowai o 
Ngāruahine) would also like to be involved with this. 
 

 
5 Pūrongo-Whakamārama / Information Reports 

 
5.1 Community Development Activity Report 
  
The report updated the Committee on progress with community development projects 
and activities across the District and other items of interest. 
 
The South Taranaki Heritage and Family History Week which was to run from 28 March 
to 3 April 2020 had been cancelled by the Genealogy Society. 
 
The additional funding for the Sound Mirrors had been confirmed and was provided from 
the Te Hāwera Community Board. Installation would now proceed. 
 
Mr Nui brought it to the Council’s attention that there were no visible safety signs for 
swimming at the Pātea River. Mr Crockett noted that signage would be addressed by 
Council staff. 
 
In response to the query around the future of the Board Riders’ building Mr Crockett 
noted that offers from Council staff to meet with members had not been taken up. He 
welcomed any assistance Mr Nui could provide in that space in order to get action.  
 
Councillor Northcott had attended meetings in relation to the access to the Pātea River 
on York Street, Pātea. In terms of funding his understanding was the sale of forestry in 
Whanganui had been deemed to be invested back into the Pātea Community which he 
suggested could be used to develop this area. This would allow the waka to be launched 
for practicing. Mr Nui added that there was a waka at the Pātea Area School that could 
be used in this plan. 
 
A Pātea River Walkway site visit was being scheduled to gage support from Hapū and 
Iwi. Ownership of the land was being investigated. 
 
Councillor Northcott questioned whether the cost for emptying the Cape Egmont 
Ablution Pod would be significantly more due to its geographical location. Ms Aitken 
commented that a local contractor would be used and believed this would depend on 
how much it was used. 
  
MŌTINI / RESOLUTION (Cr Northcott/Cr Beccard) 

 
08/20 IL THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee receives the Community Development Activity 

Report. 
 

TAUTOKO / CARRIED 
  

3
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5.2 Infrastructure Services Activity Report 
 
The report updated the Committee on recent and current activities by the Infrastructure 
Services Group across the District and other items of interest. 
 

 MŌTINI / RESOLUTION (Mr Nui/Cr Northcott) 
 

09/20 IL THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee receives the Infrastructure Services Activity 
Report. 

 
TAUTOKO / CARRIED 

 
5.3 Poutakawaenga-ā-Iwi / Iwi Liaison Advisor Activity Report 
 
The report updated the Committee on progress with Poutakawaenga-ā-Iwi / Iwi Liaison 
Advisor Activity Report projects and activities across the District and other items of 
interest.  
 
MŌTINI / RESOLUTION (Mr Hooker/Cr Beccard) 

 
10/20 IL THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee receives the Poutakawaenga-ā-Iwi / Iwi Liaison 

Advisor Activity Report. 
 

TAUTOKO / CARRIED 
 

5.4 Te Maruata Report 
 
The report updated the Committee on Te Maruata activities at the request of the 
Committee. This was provided by Bonita Bigham.  
 
Ms Bigham was congratulated for being re-elected as the Te Maruata Chairperson. 
 
Te Maruata hosted the motu in Taranaki Ki Te Tonga for its mid-year hui on 11 and 12 
March. It was an opportunity to welcome Te Maruata members from all over the motu 
with a wide representation from 40 plus Te Maruata whanau from across the country. 
Ms Bigham reminded the Committee that it was about all who sat at a governance space 
around the council table in a decision or advisory capacity. 
 
Dave Cull, Te Maruata’s current president announced he would be stepping down as 
Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) president at the July Annual General meeting 
at conference. He had been instrumental in the forward momentum and development of 
Te Maruata and māori responsiveness in the sector. He presented on his reflections and 
what he believed needed to be done. Malcolm Alexander, CEO of LGNZ for eight years 
was retiring in May. He was presented a taonga which was blessed on the day and 
named Maruata. Andrew Judd shared his story during his ten years as Mayor working 
towards māori wards. Justine Smith who worked for the minister in a DIA capacity was 
responsible for helping the minister roll out work programs in her capacity as Local 
Government Minister. She outlined Local Government’s responsiveness to kaupapa 
māori, iwi issues and rural partnerships in the local government space. Ms Bigham was 
working with Ms Smith to bring together people from across the motu to start providing 
that feedback directly to the Minister. Creative New Zealand showed the power that 
creative arts could have in helping Iwi reinsert their identities back into their whenua. 
Creative New Zealand would help to enable Iwi to undertake this. Mr Peter Morehu was 
appointed to the Creative Communities Art Council. 
 

3
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Mayor Phil Nixon left the meeting at 10.57 am and Deputy Mayor Robert Northcott 
chaired the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Key points that came out of the hui was preparing for the next elections, increasing 
education levels, the need for civic education in schools, sharing success stories and 
good practice and LGNZ making the commitment to stand behind more strongly to push 
for the removal of the referendum part of legislation.  
 
With the next conference scheduled for July in Blenheim and the Te Maruata hui 
following she encouraged those who were interested in attending to signal their interest 
to the Council. Te Maruata had challenged each council to speak about what they were 
undertaking each year this year being around ways to improve māori engagement with 
council.  
 

 MŌTINI / RESOLUTION (Mr Hooker/Mr Niwa) 
 

11/20 IL THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee supports Ms Bonita Bigham as Chairperson for 
Te Maruata. 

 
TAUTOKO / CARRIED 

 
 MŌTINI / RESOLUTION (Mr Hooker/Mr Niwa) 

 
12/20 IL THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee receives the Te Maruata Update Report. 

 
TAUTOKO / CARRIED 

 
 
6 Umanga whanui / General Business 

 
Silver Fern Farms 
Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui were concerned with the processes carried out in relation 
to the incident at Silver Fern Farms which resulted in the death of tuna and pollution of 
their awa. It was felt there was a lack of leadership from the Council and what action 
would be taken to ensure it would not happen again was being sought. 
 
Coronavirus – COVID-19 
In terms of leadership Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui wanted to ensure that all agencies 
across the communities was connected and there was clear messaging to the 
communities especially vulnerable communities.   
 
Mr Nui left the meeting at 11.04 am. 
 
Ms Luke-Maraki (Te Korowai o Ngāruahine) appreciated the assistance provided by 
Council staff in helping them with their Regional Kapahaka event being held in the 
upcoming weekend. This would now be a closed event. 
 
Mr Crockett reassured that the Council was coordinating with their counterparts and 
other parts of the District. The Council had implemented their Pandemic Response Plan 
with one key focus being to ensure core infrastructure services were kept operational. 
The Community Pandemic Plans were in place which provided general guidance to 
manage community response. Messages from the Ministry of Health would be 
distributed through the Council’s Facebook page and through SouthLink. 
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Kaūpokonui River 
Concerns were raised with the lack of communication from Council staff to those in close 
proximity of the river when signage was erected at Kaūpokonui River warning swimmers 
not to swim due to a spillage. These comments were taken on board and would be 
addressed. 
 
 

7 Karakia Whakamutunga / Closing Karakia 
 

 
Ko te wā whakamutunga 11.19 ō te ata.  

Meeting closed at 11.19 am. 
 

(Ko te rangi / dated this)                         (te rā ō / day of)                                  2020.  
 

 
 

 
………………………………………. 

TIAMANA / CHAIRPERSON 

3
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Reference/Source 
Committee/Meeting 

Date
Matters Arising Group 

Responsible
Department 

(Team) Update Project 
Deadline 

Iwi Liaison Committee
14/10/2015

Patea Harbour Endowment Fund/Moles
A report was presented to the Council at a workshop on 18 April 2016.
The actions from this workshop was to investigate options using
professional services to evaluate a more strategic view for the Patea
Moles and associated structures. This report will go to the Patea
Community Board and affected Iwi in the future. 

Community and 
Infrastructure 

Services

Projects 
Manager

The assessment report has been reviewed and a report will be
provided to the next ILC meeting. A project brief for the design
and repair of the Patea moles has been completed and plans for
design will be done in this financial year. A report on the repairs
to the Patea Moles is provided in this agenda. 


1/06/2020

Iwi Liaison Committee
01/02/2017

Māori Representation - Joint Working Party
All four Iwi have supported Direct appointments.

Office of the 
Chief

Iwi Liaison 
Member

Reminder and requests have been sent out to Iwi regarding
appointments to E&H, A&R and new nomination for Community
Development Portfolio Group. As agreed due to COVID-19
nominations from each Iwi will be submitted by 27 May 2020.

27/05/2020

Iwi Liaison Committee
5/06/2019

Mana Whakahono ā Rohe
It was requested that regular progress updates be provided to the
Committee on Mana Whakahono ā Rohe.

Environmental 
Services

Group Manager The most recent meeting to discuss a regional or collaborative
approach was held on 20 February 2020. The councils were
provided an overview of the top priorities of the participating iwi
authorities, and are now assessing over what timeframe they can
be accommodated or achieved. Affected parties status remains a
key discussion point. The Group Managers perspective is that
governance input will be required soon. With Covid-19 there is
not timetable for further discussions on this matter  

30/06/2020

Iwi Liaison Committee
28/08/2019

Road Naming Policy
The Committee recommended that a road naming policy for new and
existing roads be developed by the Council. It was also requested that
a terms of reference be reported back to the Iwi Liaison Committee's
March 2020 meeting.

Corporate 
Services

Group Manager Draft Terms of Reference for the Road Naming Policy are being
developed and will be reported to the Iwi Liaison Committee's
March 2020 meeting. The Council adopted the TOR and the
development of a Road Naming Policy Advisory Group.
Membership will include representatives from the Iwi Liaison
Committee, Councillors and one representative from each of the
Community Boards.

10/06/2020

Iwi Liaison Committee
18/03/2020

Pātea Harbour Endowment Committee and its Terms of Reference
Mr Nui (Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui) asked for information around the 
Pātea Harbour Endowment Committee and its Terms of Reference. Mr 
Hooker (Te Korowai o Ngāruahine) would also like to be involved with 
this.

Corporate 
Services

Group Manager A report would be presented to the next Iwi Liaison Committee
meeting.

10/06/2020

Iwi Liaison Committee Matters Arising

4
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Information Report 
 

To Iwi Liaison Committee 
From Assets Engineer, Claude Shaw 
Date 29 April 2020 
Subject Pātea Moles Repairs 

 
 
Executive Summary 
 
1. The purpose of this report is to advise the Iwi Liaison Committee of the maintenance 

repairs required on the Pātea Moles (the Moles). 
 
2. The Moles are a significant structure (built circa 1915) with an estimated replacement 

cost of $20.71 million. The Moles are slowly deteriorating in the harsh marine 
environment. The Council engaged BTW Company to undertake a remaining life 
condition assessment and to provide a recommendation for repair of the Moles.  

 
3. BTW’s assessment report recommends ongoing concrete void infill of the Moles (every 

3 - 5 years) to ensure the Moles continue to provide the existing level of service. The 
maintenance will also provide the Moles with a lifespan of 50 - 70 years. 

 
 
Recommendation 
 
THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee receives the Pātea Moles Repairs report. 
 
 
Background  
 
4. The Pātea Training Moles were completed in the early 20th century, at a time when 

industry and the farming community relied upon coastal shipping, in the absence of 
reliable road transport. 

 
5. The Moles currently provide a level of service in which they constrain the flow of the river 

to a direction perpendicular to the coast, this provides benefits which include: 
 

• a degree of wave protection to the entrance channel; and 
• the confined flow helps maintain an accessible channel for recreational users.  

 
6. The figure below shows the various structures which exist in the Pātea River, the river 

mouth and the location of the two Moles. 
  

 5
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Existing Council Policy 
 
7. The current Council policy is that the Pātea Harbour Endowment funds and income, from 

time to time, derived from any property or investment should be applied as follows:  
 

a) On maintenance and improvement of Endowment properties; 
b) On maintenance and improvement of Harbour facilities, including Harbour walls; and 
c) On recreational and cultural facilities within the Pātea Ward.  

 
8. This policy allows for the funds derived from the Pātea Harbour Endowment to be used 

for the maintenance of the Moles. The current Long-Term Plan 2018-2028 has a budget 
of $1.7 million for maintenance of the Moles over the ten year period.  

 
Current Practice 
 
9. The Council is required to maintain its assets to achieve agreed levels of service. The 

Moles have had periodic maintenance completed on them with the most recent major 
work having been carried out on the eastern Mole between 2009 and 2011. This work 
included infilling of five voids in the outer Mole at a cost of approximately $1 million. 

 
Legislative Considerations 
 
10. The Council currently holds two resource consents for the Moles; one is to occupy the 

coastal marine area with existing structures (which includes the river mouth training 
groynes, rock retaining wall, Mana Bay seawall, wave guide wall and Carlyle Beach 
rock protection works). This consent expires in 2034. The second resource consent is 
to reinstate 160m of the Pātea river training wall on the true left bank and this work was 
carried out in 2007 (the consent expires in 2022). 

5
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Discussion/Evaluation 
 
11. The Moles consist of the western Mole (Pātea side) and the eastern Mole (freezing works 

side). The western Mole is more deteriorated than the eastern Mole, but river water is 
also beginning to track under the eastern Mole. It has been identified that both Moles 
need maintenance in the form of concrete void infill – this will correct the continual loss 
of blocks and scouring of the structure.  

 
12. The image below shows where the most urgent repairs are required to the western Mole. 

 

 
 
13. The annual cost estimate to perform this type of work is approximately $100,000 per 

annum – with maintenance being undertaken every three to five years. 
 
14. Without further maintenance, the structure is estimated to have 20 to 30 years of 

remaining useful life. With the completion of regular maintenance as outlined above the 
structure is estimated to have a life expectancy of 50 to 70 years. 

15. If no maintenance is done it is likely that rapid loss of both the outer Moles will occur first 
and as a result, the Moles are estimated to remain functional for only 20 to 30 years at 

5
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best. It is not fiscally viable to replace the structure if it is lost, so Council proposes to 
fulfil the recommended maintenance repairs mentioned above.  

 
16. Using the condition assessment undertaken by BTW, designing of the required repairs 

will be undertaken in this financial year (2019/20) with construction expected to occur 
during the next financial year (2020/21). The design phase will include a design report 
detailing the repairs required supported with design drawings. The construction phase 
will include the construction planning and procurement followed by the construction 
activities. 

 
17. Based on BTW’s assessment report, it is expected that further maintenance repairs will 

be required in three to five years’ time.  
 
 
Conclusion  
 
18. The Pātea Moles play a role in providing wave protection and maintaining an accessible 

channel for recreational users at the Pātea River mouth. Maintaining the Moles is 
essential in order to maintain the existing level of service and designs for the required 
maintenance repairs are currently underway with the expectation that the physical work 
will be completed in the 2020-21 financial year.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 [Seen by] 

Claude Shaw Steve Broome   
Assets Engineer Strategic Assets Manager 
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Information Report 
  

To Iwi Liaison Committee 
From Group Manager Community and Infrastructure Services, Fiona Aitken 
Date 29 April 2020 
Subject Community Services Activity Report 

 
 
Executive Summary 

 
1. This report updates the Iwi Liaison Committee on recent and current activities by the 

Community Services Group across the District and other items of interest. 
 
2. The Community Services Group covers the following:  

 
a) Services aimed at developing the partnership between the Council and the 

community, enabling the community to participate in Council’s planning, 
development and implementation of initiatives. 

b) Public Spaces, Halls, Swimming Pools, Public Toilets, Holiday Parks, Cemeteries 
and TSB Hub; and 

c) Arts, Heritage and Library Services, Economic Development, Tourism and Events. 
 
3. The Group is split into three key activity areas and responsibilities, comprising of 

Community Development, Recreation and Leisure, and Libraries and Cultural Services. 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee receives the Community Services Activity Report.  
 
 
District Activities 
 
Aotea Utanganui – Museum of South Taranaki 
 
4. During Paepae in the Park on 6 February 2020, the Museum held in Poi Rokiroki 

(Education Room) a Waitangi Day table showcasing the Treaty of Waitangi. Marie McKay, 
Senior Adviser at Te Puni Kokiri (Whanganui) manned the table of resources: a large copy 
of the Treaty, videos playing on a smart 
TV, various books and posters etc. It has 
been a long-held view that the Treaty is our 
founding document uniting Pākehā and 
Māori. However, few people who visited 
the table knew that the Treaty was not 
signed by South Taranaki iwi in 1840. 
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5. Research in the Archive and online uncovered correspondence from a Wesleyan 
minister to an acquaintance during 1841, just over a year after the signing. He talked 
about travelling through Pātea and how Māori viewed him and his companions as ‘a 
novelty’. The landscape was untouched, with native trees aplenty throughout the region 
and absolutely no Pākehā to be seen. 
 

6. Paepae provided the Museum with an opportunity to tell people our unique story. Next 
year the Museum will be screening “Waitangi, what really happened” to inform visitors of 
the Treaty story. We will also have an educational display in Poi Rokiroki of the Māori 
Land Wars of the 1860s in South Taranaki to tell the South Taranaki story from the 
perspective of the people. 

 
TSB Hub/Hicks Park 
 
7. Work was completed on a new storage area at 

Hicks Park in Hāwera for Southern Rugby Club. 
The building is owned by the rugby club and will be 
used to store their field and team equipment. It is 
more centrally located in the park to make it easier 
for their volunteers to set up and dismantle the 
equipment on training nights and game days. The 
shed is designed and finished to match and blend in with the designs of the adjacent 
netball court buildings. The building has been fully funded by Southern Rugby Club by a 
combination of their own funds and grants. 
 

8. In February, the three indoor courts at TSB Hub were closed for a couple of weeks in 
order to have the floors sanded and re-surfaced. It is a maintenance item that we have 
undertaken every three to five years to keep the surfaces in good condition. The work is 
done by specialist sports floor 
contractors at a cost of just under $27,000. 
Next time the courts need doing, we have 
been advised that our floors may require 
being fully stripped to bare timber, re-
surfaced and the sports code lines 
remarked, at a cost estimated in the vicinity 
of $120,000. 

 
Seasonal Swimming Pools 
 
9. Prior to the opening of the summer pool season the Rawhitiroa 

Pool underwent a complete plant replacement resulting in 
fantastic new circulation and water quality. The initial plant 
start-up with the newly increased water pressures led to some 
rust coming loose in the pipes which in turn turned the pool 
brown. It was all cleaned up and ready for the season opening 
day in December.  

 
10. Designs, plans and consents have been completed for the Manaia pool upgrade. Some 

of the work will include refurbishment of the changerooms and office area, general 
repairs around the pool surrounds and solar heating. Contractors are being sought and 
it is hoped the bulk of the work will be completed before the start of the 2020 season.  

 
11. Plans and consents have also recently been completed for some new tiered seating and 

sunshades at Pātea pool. The next step for this project is to obtain some contractor 
prices, to get the physical work underway.  
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Public Toilets 
 
12. Earlier in the year the toilet block on the state highway at 

Normanby received a bit of a birthday present with a 
waterblast and clean with years of road film getting 
washed off the building and picket fence. It has been some 
time since the facility last received such an extensive 
going over. The work was completed by PRESCO 
Environmental. Following the clean-up, parts of the 
building got a bit of a paint touch-up as well.  

 
13. The Glen Nui public toilets located east of Eltham and at the top 

end of Lake Rotorangi were also painted. This was due to the 
buildings having been graffitied late last year. Every outside wall 
was affected. The toilets were painted at the end of January once 
the weather had improved and the popular little campsite was not 
so busy.  

 
Cape Egmont Boat Club Ablution Pod 
 
14. The Council has obtained resource and building consent to install an ablution pod near 

the Cape Egmont Boat Club on Bayly Road. The ablution pod is similar to the one 
installed at Waihi Beach near Hāwera and has been part funded by the Government’s 
Tourism Infrastructure Fund. Quotes are currently being sought for the pod’s installation 
costs. The site’s current facilities were struggling to cope with the number of visitors to 
the area. 

 
Ōpunakē Footbridge 
 
15. In Ōpunakē, the footbridge across Ōtahi Stream below Te Namu Pā was completed and 

opened ahead of schedule. Elected representatives, Council staff, Te Namu Pā trustees 
and members of the community participated in a blessing on 
13 March to officially open the footbridge to the public so it 
can be enjoyed. This project has been in the planning for 
some time to remove an old unsafe homemade girder bridge, 
so it was exciting to see it come to fruition. 

 
Roadsafe Taranaki  
 
16. Roadsafe Taranaki had approximately 80 young drivers undertaking practical driving 

experience at the Egmont A & P showgrounds over Taranaki Anniversary weekend. The 
young drivers received practical training around emergency braking and safe cornering 
from NZ Advanced Driver Training and undertook some interactive activities with the 
Roadsafe team and volunteers from the Council. Prior to the young drivers being allowed 
in the cars or having a go at one of the 
activities they had to answer a few road 
safety questions. Parents were 
encouraged to help the young drivers with 
these as the questionnaire included new 
rules, speed and alcohol related 
behaviour, how to treat other road users, 
staying safer on the road and questions 
about what options they have if they need 
to get home safely.  
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Summer Events Programme 
 
17. The annual programme of events was held over the 

summer months with events either organised or 
assisted, all being well supported. The events included 
Sounds on the Sand at Ōpunakē Beach, Movies in the 
Park in Eltham (although this event had to be postponed 
because of bad weather on the due date), Concerts in 
the Park in Hāwera, Paepae in the Park at Pātea and 
AmeriCARna in both Ōpunakē and Hāwera. X-Race was scheduled for 21 March in 
Hāwera but was postponed due to Covid19 and will hopefully go ahead later in the year. 

 
Te Ramanui o Ruapūtahanga  
 
18. Detailed plans for Te Ramanui o Ruapūtahanga have now been completed by the design 

team. Copies of the plans and specifications were delivered to the Quantity Surveyors 
on the final day before the Alert Level 4 lockdown for COVID19 took effect. The Quantity 
Surveying team are now checking the plans against the earlier estimates to ensure the 
project remains within the budget. At the last Iwi Liaison Committee meeting, a model of 
the proposed sculpture was presented to members and Council Officers got a sense that 
the concept and design of the artwork depicting Ruapūtahanga was supported by the 
committee members. To date this part of the project has been coordinated with Ngāti 
Ruanui and facilitated by Rukutai Watene. 
 

19. Some thought has also been given to how we will share the story of Ruapūtahanga and 
the cultural reflection of the district will be told in the building. Conversations have 
suggested using a combination of contemporary and traditional media. We propose a 
hui with nominated delegates from our four iwi is held to discuss how their stories and 
connection with Ruapūtahanga are told within the building.  

 
20. Along with most other functions of the Council and communities, the project has been 

affected by the Covid19 level 4 lockdown. The Resource Consent hearing to consider 
the project was due to be held on 6 April and has since been deferred to 8 May. The 
Council received two submissions to the consent application, one from Heritage New 
Zealand and one from Fire and Emergency NZ (FENZ). 

 
LibraryPlus 
 
21. Hāwera staff met with Annie Brydon Rest Home therapists and discussed residents 

trying out the Oculus Quest Virtual Reality headsets; they talked about the benefits of 
short interactive sessions, the ability to move the body during a 
session, potential risks and what the residents could be seeing. Staff 
held two visits for less mobile residents, with seated sessions looking 
at the Ocean Rift experience, viewing either dolphins or sharks. The 
next two visits were for more active residents where they had a quick 
introduction to the headsets looking at the Ocean Rift then enjoyed a 
game where whole body movement was involved. There has been 
good feedback from the residents, with comments including “the 
graphics are so real” and “having an underwater adventure without 
getting wet or eaten is great”. 
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22. A wide range of events and activities were held to celebrate Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori 
including beginner language sessions, poi making and children’s crafts. The Iwi Liaison 
Advisor, Reg Korau spoke at the Hāwera Casual Cuppa about his experiences as a 
Māori growing up in Hāwera, his 25 years’ experience with Te Reo Māori in the education 
system and his return to Hāwera in 2017. He spoke of the importance and significance 
of being fluent in Te Reo as a child, for both him and his whānau.  
 

23. Hāwera LibraryPlus buzzed with personal 
conversations when it celebrated the 
International Day of Peace with a Human 
Library. The event promoted understanding 
and helped challenge stigma and 
stereotypes through dialogue. The human 
books were made up of 12 people from 
different walks of life who were willing to 
share their story with others; each person 
was able to be borrowed for 20 minutes. 
Human books from Auckland, Christchurch, 
New Plymouth, Inglewood and Hāwera shared their stories; topics included the Muslim 
faith, transgender issues, anxiety, Māori youth, and baby loss. The event achieved its 
aims - comments have been positive and include what a brave and generous thing for 
people to do.  

 
24. Year to date issues for the first nine months are 122,658 compared with 118,240 for the 

same period in the year prior. This reflects the hard work staff put into building and 
maintaining a District of readers and lifelong learners. Due to the lockdown we started 
pushing eBooks and eAudio via social media, as did libraries around the country. This 
caused an immediate surge in e-issues, with March being 26% up on an average month. 
It is good to know that, whether our doors are open or not, we can still provide books for 
leisure and learning to South Taranaki residents. A ‘click and collect’ service will be 
introduced in Alert Level 3 to allow borrowers to access physical collection items.  

 
Arts 
 
25. The 18th annual Taranaki National Art Awards (TNAA) was held in October 2019. TNAA 

are a charitable trust with a voluntary committee, supported by the Councils’ Arts 
Coordinator since 2008. The event attracts over 300 entries from around Aotearoa, 
awards $12,000 in prizes and presents a ten-day exhibition at Sandfords Events Centre 
in Ōpunakē, coinciding with the regions garden festivals.  
 

26. In 2018, a sponsorship relationship was established with Te Puni Kōkiri, resulting in a 
new category named ‘Tō Taranakitanga’. The section was created specifically for Māori 
artists who whakapapa to Taranaki. Artists can enter work in any medium (traditional or 
contemporary) and explore any theme. Award winners in 2018 were Ngahina Hohaia 
and Jordon Quinnell; in 2019, Maria Brockhill and Reeve Hokopaura.  

 
27. The aim of the new section is to encourage Māori artists with a Taranaki Iwi connection 

to enter the awards and showcase their artwork to a wide audience. Recent judges have 
included Reuben Friend (Ngāti Maniapoto, Pākehā, Director of Pataka Museum) and 
Karl Chitham (Ngā Puhi, Director of the Dowse Art Museum). 
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28. The TNAA group hopes to be able to retain this relationship with Te Puni Kōkiri and be 
able to attract more entries from Māori artists to this section in future years.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fiona Aitken  
Group Manager Community and Infrastructure Services 
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Information Report 
   

 

To 
 

Iwi Liaison Committee 

From Community Development Manager, Claire Symes 

Date 29 April 2020 

Subject Community Development Activity Report 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
1. This report updates the Iwi Liaison Committee on progress with community development 

projects and activities across the District and other items of interest. 
 
 

Recommendation 
 
THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee receives the Community Development Activity Report. 
 
 
District Activities 
 
National Local Authority Accessibility Survey 
 
2. In late 2019, the Council was invited to participate in the National Local Authority Survey 

on Accessibility. The survey was conducted by the Office for Disability Issues (ODI), to 
collate information from local authorities about how well they feel their policies and 
practices are currently meeting the needs of people with disabilities. 
 

3. Of the 78 local authorities that were asked to respond 23 did so, with the South Taranaki 
District Council being one of these. Our responses ranked fairly average in terms of how 
well we accommodate the needs of disabled people in our District. Where we could 
improve is largely in the area of infrastructure and transport services, however budget 
and resourcing constraints may make this challenging. 

 
4. The report has helped to build a national picture of what is working well in regards to 

accessibility at a local level, as well as where the gaps are for improvement. The 
responses have given the ODI the opportunity to develop more robust accessibility 
policies and practices in communities around New Zealand, to positively impact the daily 
lives of disabled people. The full report can be found on the ODI website. 

 
South Taranaki Heritage and Family History Week 
 
5. The Hāwera Genealogy Society Heritage and Family History Week was cancelled due 

to the COVID-19 lockdown but the Hāwera Street Names book which was researched 
and written by Arthur Fryer and Ross Corrigan has been formatted and prepared by the 
Community Development Unit for publication by the Society. Although the book launch 
was to have been held during the Heritage and Family History Week, this has been 
postponed until further notice.  
 

Mayor’s Taskforce for Jobs (MTFJ) – Celebrating Apprentices 
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6. The Mayor’s Taskforce for Jobs function to recognise and congratulate the 2019 

apprentices and their South Taranaki employers was held on 18 March 2020 at the 
Normanby Hall. Ten ITO graduates attended with family and a few employers, with MTFJ 
Steering Group members and staff making up the numbers to an audience of 40. 

 
7. The Mayor presented letters of congratulation to graduates and thanked employers, ITO 

training advisors and family for their support during study and praised employees for their 
hard work. The Council’s Iwi Liaison Advisor, Reg Korau provided a personal and 
inspirational speech on Beating the Odds and a two minute video was shown of the 
Prime Minister congratulating the graduates. 
 

8. Silver Fern Farms provided steak and sausages, the barbecue and the cooks and MTFJ 
New Zealand contributed funding towards the cost of the evening. 

  
Roadsafe Taranaki Advanced Driver Training  
 
9. Over 80 people from across the Region attended the Advanced Driving weekend which 

was held in Hāwera on 7 and 8 March 2020. Instructors from NZ Advanced Driver 
Training provided practical driving experience and the Roadsafe Taranaki team provided 
interactive activities mixed in with some current road rules and driver behaviour 
questions.  

 
 

Pātea Ward 
 
Pātea Loop – Stage 1 
 
10. A meeting was held on 26 February 2020 with the Pātea Golf Club to discuss and 

consider the proposed Pātea Loop Stage 1. The Pātea Golf Club have agreed to Stage 
1 in principle. The next step involves a walkthrough, developing a Stage 1 plan and 
community consultation.  

 
Pātea Seats 
 
11. Local artist, Gabrielle Belz has begun decoratively painting seats on the main road in 

Pātea. The seat at the corner of Leicester and Egmont streets is completed and now 
adorned with foliage images . The seats outside the Pātea Vet and LibraryPlus will be 
painted in due course. 

 
 
Eltham-Kaponga Ward 
 
Taylor Park Dog Park 
 
12. Steps are being undertaken to make the Taylor Park Dog Park on Taylor Street, Eltham, 

more secure with neighbouring residents. Residents have been written to about working 
with the Council to improve security around the park. Quotes are being sought to install 
a new fence and gate near the old soccer clubrooms’ entrance.  

 
Eltham Vets “Dog Parking” Signs 
 
13.  A “dog parking” sign with a hook for tying dogs to in front of the Eltham LibraryPlus was 

provided by the Eltham Vets some time ago but the sign was damaged. The Eltham Vets 
were approached about replacing the damaged sign which they readily agreed to and 
they provided two additional signs with hooks with one installed at the back entrance to 
the LibraryPlus, near the drinking fountain, and one installed in front of the Eltham Four 
Square by Council staff.  

Te Hāwera Ward 
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Sound Mirrors 

 
14. All of the required external funding has now been secured for the two sound mirrors 

which have been donated to King Edward Park by Hāwera company Global Stainless.  
 

15. Fabrication of the sound mirrors was underway and it was expected this would take two 
weeks with the structures then being sent to New Plymouth for sandblasting and painting. 
This work has been stalled by the COVID-19 lockdown. A site blessing will be arranged 
before the sound mirrors are installed in the Park and a blessing and morning tea will be 
held once the installation is completed.  

 
 

Taranaki Coastal Ward 
 
Ōtahi Bridge 
 
16. The foot bridge crossing Ōtahi Stream below Te Namu Pā was successfully installed on 

schedule. The bridge was officially opened by Mayor Phil Nixon on Friday 13 March, with 
a blessing by Te Namu Pā trustees to complete the works. Local hapū members were 
visibly moved at the opening – this bridge has been a long time coming and will provide 
access to the nearby Te Namu Pā urupa which is a particularly sacred site in Ōpunakē. 
Signage telling the story of the site will be developed with the hapū. 

 
Cape Egmont Ablution Pod 
 
17. The Council has obtained resource and building consent to install an ablution pod near 

the Cape Egmont Boat Club on Bayly Road. The ablution pod is similar to the one 
installed at Waihi Beach near Hāwera and has been partly funded by the Government’s 
Tourism Infrastructure Fund. Given the current COVID-19 lockdown, work on this project 
has stalled and the need for the facility will be reviewed prior to it being installed. 

 
 
Funding 
 
Council Funding Round Dates for 2020 
 

Council 
Funds Open Close Focus Area 

Tangata 
Whenua 
Liaison Fund 

7 February 
30 April 

(extended due to 
COVID-19) 

Support local groups such as marae 
committees and/or hapū, projects and 
initiatives that develop positive 
relationships between tangata whenua, 
Council and the people of South Taranaki. 

Creative 
Communities 
Scheme 

11 February 
 
 

29 July 

8 May 
(extended due to 

COVID-19) 
 

9 September 

Local arts projects meeting the criteria of 
broad community involvement, diversity or 
young people. 

Sport NZ Rural 
Travel Fund 

11 February 
8 September 

20 March 
(allocation 

meeting delayed 
due to COVID-19) 

12 October 

Travel costs for regular, local sports 
competitions. 

Waimate 
Development 
Levy 

7 April 
21 

September 

8 May 
23 October 

The development or maintenance of public 
assets that are located on Council-owned 
property or reserves in the Waimate area. 

Rural Hall 
Grant 30 June 30 September Eligible applicants notified direct. 
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Community 
Surveillance 
System Fund 

30 June 30 September Eligible applicants notified direct. 

Pātea 
Centennial 
Bursary 

1 November 30 November 
Pātea residents over the age of 15 years 
enrolling in part, or full-time tertiary study in 
2019. 

 
 
Local Discretionary Funds 
 
Funding Applications 

 
18. The latest deadline for the 2020 Local Discretionary Fund applications was 30 March. 

The remaining deadlines for the Local Discretionary Fund are listed below: 
 

11 May 15 September 
22 June 27 October 
3 August 

 
19. As all Community Board members are now on Diligent, all eligible and complete 

applications (including attachments), are provided to the Community Boards in Diligent 
prior to the Board meetings. Only the application form will appear in the Community 
Board agendas for consideration, however the complete applications will remain in the 
Comms Centre of Diligent until after the meeting. 

   
Discretionary Fund Balances 
 
20. Please find attached each Community Board’s Discretionary Fund current balance for 

the 2019/20 financial year (Appendix 1). As each Community Board was able to carry 
over up to 20% of their annual allocation from the 2018/19 financial year, any carryovers 
to the 2019/20 financial year have been included in the total budget for the year. 
 

21. Any residual funds from Community Board projects are returned to the funding pool once 
Council officers have confirmed the project has been completed and all costs covered. 

 
 
Events 
 
XRACE 
 
22. Due to COVID-19, the Xrace event that was scheduled for Sunday 21 March 2020, was 

postponed until later in the year with the date yet to be confirmed.  
 
Upcoming Events 
 
23. The following events are scheduled for the remainder of the financial year: 

 
Arts on Tour – Austen Found    21 May 2020 
 
The Events team are also organising two competitions for kids and families and several 
virtual events during lockdown. The first concert featuring musician Celine Filbee was 
streamed on Thursday 9 April. Further concerts will be streamed on Fridays after this 
date during lockdown.  
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 [Seen by] 
Claire Symes   Fiona Aitken   
Community Development Group Manager Community and 
Manager Infrastructure Services 
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Appendix 1 

Te Hāwera Community Board Total 
Budget $36,999.00 

Date Applicant Purpose Amount Balance 

8 July 2019 
Neighbourhood 
Support South 
Taranaki 

Casino Night Fundraiser $554.00 $36,445.00 

30 July 2019 Chair’s Discretion Altrusa Hāwera $100.00 $36,345.00 

5 August 2019 Chair’s Discretion Bunnings Reimbursement – Gary 
Brown $30.05 $36,314.95 

8 October 2019 Chair’s Discretion Tui Ora Basketball Tournament $250.00 $36,064.95 

11 November 
2019 

The South Taranaki 
Justices of the 
Peace Assn. 

Hosting of National Conference $3,000.00 $33,064.95 

27 January 2020 
Neighbourhood 
Support South 
Taranaki 

Community Fun Day – toilet hire $140.00 $32,924.95 

4 February 2020 
Neighbourhood 
Support South 
Taranaki 

Returned funds – Casino night 
fundraiser + $4.00 $32,928.95 

10 March 2020 Te Hāwera 
Community Board 

Purchase and install drinking 
fountain at Normanby Domain $3,485.83 $29,443.12 

10 March 2020 Te Hāwera 
Community Board 

Additional funding for Sound Dish 
project – installation costs $2,729.25 $26,713.87 

10 March 2020 Te Hāwera 
Community Board 

Install drinking fountain for people 
and dogs at Beech Park, Hāwera $11,898.00 $14,815.87 

Remaining balance $14,815.87 
 
 

 
  

Te Hāwera Community Board Committed Funds 
 

Total 
Committed $10,000.00 

Date Applicant Purpose Amount 
Committed 

Amount 
Uplifted 

19 November 
2018 

Okaiawa Community 
Group Dam Site Beautification $8,000.00 $8,000.00 

19 November 
2018 

Hāwera-Tangahoe 
Community Board Sound Shell Installation $2,000.00 - 

 $2,000.00 
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Pātea Community Board 
 

Total 
Budget $13,344.58 

Date Applicant Purpose Amount Balance 

10 July 2019 Pātea Rugby League 
Club 

Trip to Wellington to play 
curtain raiser for the Warriors  $1,500.00 $11,844.58 

15 July 2019 Chair’s Discretion Billboards for Pātea $20.00 $11,824.58 
13 November 
2019 

PaePae in the Park 
Inc. 

Free Music Festival 
celebrating Waitangi Day $1,000.00 $10,824.58 

13 November 
2019 Pātea Kindergarten Utility Spaces Redesign and 

Renovation $1,500.00 $9,324.58 

25 November 
2019 Chair’s Discretion Pātea Lions Club – Christmas 

Parade $250.00 $9,074.58 

14 January 
2020 

Pātea Community 
Board 

Returned funds – 2 x Drinking 
Fountains + $503.80 $9,578.38 

29 January 
2020 Pātea RSA Print books commending 100 

years of Pātea RSA $1,140.80 $8,437.58 

14 January 
2020 

Pātea Community 
Board 

Returned funds – Waverley 
Sound System + $205.22 $8,642.80 

11 March 
2020 

Pātea Rugby League 
Club Purchase U12’s uniforms $1,500.00 $7,142.80 

Balance Remaining $7,142.80 
 
 

Eltham-Kaponga Community Board 
 

Total 
Budget $14,118.38 

Date Applicant Purpose Amount Balance 

24 July 2019 Eltham Community 
Development Group 

Returned funds - To print a ‘Town 
of Firsts’ information board for 
Eltham 

+$314.10 $14,432.48 

4 September 
2019 Chair’s Discretion Drinking Fountain sign for 

Soldier’s Park $45.00 $14,387.48 

27 January 
2020 

Eltham Business 
Association Music in the Park $2,000.00 $12,387.48 

10 March 2020 Eltham RSA 
ANZAC Day Traffic Management  
Not uplifted due to COVID-19 
Lockdown 

$1,400.00 $12,387.48 

10 March 2020 Eltham Community 
Development Group Purchase pavers for Bridger Park $6,483.44 $5,904.04 

10 March 2020 Eltham & Districts 
Historical Society 

Purchase computer for reception 
area $1,783.01 $4,121.03 

Remaining balance $4,121.03 

Eltham-Kaponga Community Board Committed Funds 
 

Total 
Committed $6,689.50 

Date Applicant Purpose Amount 
Committed 

Amount 
Uplifted 

19 
November 
2018 

Eltham Community 
Board 

Purchase and install a drinking 
fountain at Victoria Park, 
Kaponga 

$3,000.00 $2,157.08 

21 
January 
2019 

Eltham Community 
Board 

Purchase and install a drinking 
fountain at Taumata Park, Eltham $2,643.50 $2,112.08 

27 May 
2019 

Eltham Community 
Board New signage for Soldiers Park $1,046.00 - 

 $4,269.16 
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Taranaki Coastal Community Board 
 

Total 
Budget $20,263.25 

Date Applicant Purpose Amount Balance 

10 July 2019 Coastal Singers Mosaic Sofa at allocated site 
at Ōpunakē Lake $1,500.00 $18,763.25 

10 July 2019 Waimate Plains 
Property Society Inc. Paint 3 shops Declined $18,763.25 

10 July 2019 Ōpunakē Community 
Baths Society Inc. 

Repairing and repainting for 
pool surfaces on all four pools $2,817.40 $15,945.85 

22 August 
2019 Chair’s Discretion UpsideDowns Education 

Foundation $200.00 $15,745.85 

13 November 
2019 

Manaia & Districts 
Lions Club Xmas Parade $666.00 $15,079.85 

27 November 
2019 Chair’s Discretion Ōpunakē Business Assn – 

Christmas Parade $250.00 $14,829.85 

27 November 
2019 Chair’s Discretion Ōpunakē Beach Carnival – 

January 2020 Event $250.00 $14,579.85 

28 January 
2020 

Coastal Taranaki 
Health Trust Scanner Trolley $2,016.00 $12,563.85 

Balance Remaining $12,563.85 
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Update Report
To Iwi Liaison Committee

Date 29 April 2020

Subject Te Maruata Update

(This report shall not be construed as policy until adopted by full Council)

Executive Summary

1. The report provided the Iwi Liaison Committee with an update on Te Maruata activities 
and has been provided by Bonita Bigham.

Recommendation

THAT the Iwi Liaison Committee receives the Te Maruata Update.
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Te Maruata Report

Tēnā tātou kātoa, ngā mihi aroha kia tātou ki runga i ngā tini ahuatanga ō te ao hurihuri, te ao rerekē. 
Kei te whakaaro tonu kia rātou kua wehe atu ki tua, kei te tangi, kei te tangi, kei te tangi tonu. Rātou 
te hunga mate kia rātou, tātou ānō te hunga ora kia tātou, tīhei mouri ora.

Last month about 40 Te Maruata members gathered in Taranaki Ki Te Tonga for our two-day hui at 
Waiokura and Te Niho o Te Atiawa, Parihaka. Thanks to Uncle Sandy and John Hooker for your tautoko 
at the pōwhiri and to the other members of the ILC who gave their apologies. Also in attendance to 
welcome our manuhiri were Mayor Nixon, Deputy Mayor Nortcott, our CE Waid Crockett and iwi 
liaison officer Reg Korau. Ngā mihi nunui kia koutou kātoa.

Representatives came from Councils from all over the motu, from the raki to the tonga, the rāwhiti ki 
te hauāuru. There were a mixture of councillors and community board members and we were 
privileged to also have Mayor Lyn Reisterer from Opotiki in attendance. Leadership and staff from 
LGNZ and DIA were also present. We received apologies from Minister Mahuta a couple of days prior, 
she was unavailable due to the pressing issue of formulating the government’s Covid-19 response.

Our first day at Waiokura was utilised for presentations from LGNZ president Dave Cull, LGNZ CE 
Malcolm Alexander, the Roopu Whakahaere elections and a keynote kōrero from Andrew Judd. Dave 
and Malcom reflected on Te Maruata’s increasing participation and influence in LGNZ during the past 
term and encouraged members to stay active and vocal. Andrew focussed on his ongoing campaign 
to rectify the legislation enabling Māori ward decisions to be overturned by public referenda.

Elections were held with myself, Tipa Mahuta (Waikato Regional Council) and Alf Filipaina (Auckland 
Council) being re-elected to the Roopu Whakahaere. We were joined by Bayden Barber (Hastings 
District Council), Jackie Te Amo (Murupara Community Board), Meredith Akuhata-Brown (Gisborne 
District Council) Moko Tepania (Far North District Council) and Shane Epiha (Selwyn District Council).

The second day of the hui was held at Te Niho. In attendance were a team from Creative New Zealand, 
led by CE Stephen Wainwright and DIA’s Justine Smith and contractor Jade Wikaira. Stephen’s kōrero 
focussed on the importance of the arts and investment in the arts being encouraged within local 
government. Justine outlined the work streams she is leading for Minister Mahuta around local 
government Māori and community engagement, acknowledging the changes Covid-19 could have on 
everything.

They hui finished with a tour of the Pā provided by Maata Wharehoka before poroporoaki and 
everyone dispersing to our homes. Immediate workstreams for Te Marauta include supporting 
Andrew Judd’s mahi and the Minister’s projects, promoting increased participation of Māori in the 
sector and providing policy advice for LGNZ submissions to the Crown.

At a subsequent Zoom hui of the Roopu Whakahaere I was re-elected as chair of Te Maruata, with 
Bayden as my deputy. This means I retain my seat at LGNZ’s National Council table with full voting 
rights. As the annual conference has now been postponed until closer to the end of the year, our next 
Te Maruata Whānui hui will also still be held prior to that event.

Thanks to STDC for all the tautoko I’ve received for this mahi over the years.

Kā nui tēra, nāku noa
Bonita Bigham.
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