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INTRODUCTION
OVERVIEW AND SCOPE

Boffa Miskell (BML) has been commissioned by South Taranaki District
Council (Council) to undertake the Landscape Design surrounding the
proposed Te Ramanui o Ruapūtahanga (Te Ramanui) building designed
by Warren and Mahoney Architects (WAM). Te Ramanui is an important
project which will become the centre for heritage, arts, library, culture and
information, located in the centre of Hawera.
Te Ramanui was identified in the 2013 Hawera Town Centre Strategy
(Strategy) and is strategically important to the revitalisation of the town
centre.
The strategy provides direction to transform the town centre back to a
vibrant and economically sustainable place and identifies a series of
initiatives (several of which have been realised). Te Ramanui is the
next project to be designed and is considered vital to catalysing positive
change for the town centres. The strategy envisages Te Ramanui would:
•

Act as a catalyst for regeneration of Hawera’s town centre

•

Be located to work in tandem with the town’s existing retail anchors
and activities

•

Have a ‘civic green’ to help address the lack of greenery throughout
the town centre

•

Be an attractive, vibrant and social place that people of all ages can
enjoy

•

Be designed to accommodate both the people of Hawera and visitors
to the town centre

•

Be an opportunity to add distinctiveness to Hawera’s town centre

•

Incorporate the use of colour, light and water

A site was acquired in 2016 by Council and a design brief and options for
the site’s development occurred in 2017/18.
This landscape design statement provides information on the landscape
design for the purposes of Resource Consent.

Figure 1 - Civic Square
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THE PROPOSAL
SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL
The proposed building has been designed by Warren and Mahoney
(Archietcts) and is single storied with a large bivouac sawtooth roof. The
building includes a library, i-site, Lysaght Watt Gallery and cafe. A plant
room is located at the rear of the building on the southern side.
The building is broken down into two forms. The concrete spine which
houses services and functional spaces and the bivouac element,
providing shelter to the large flexible space, making up the main area of
the buliding.
The main entrance to the building is accessed via civic square from High
Street. Car parking for 2 accessible vehicles is provided along this street
with additional parking on Regent Street and in the Regent Street carpark.
A refuse area in the Regent Street carpark provides for rubbish collection
with access to and from Regent Street. An further carpark for the proposal
accessed from Riddiford Street which includes a loading zone.
An Architectural Drawings package and Urban Design and Transport
Assessment provides an additional description of the proposal.

Figure 2: View to Civic Square from inside the building

Figure 3: Regent Street design
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN
LANDSCAPE CONCEPT
The landscape concept for the proposed library site responds to the
functional requirements of the brief, and draws inspiration from the South
Taranaki landscape.
The brief was to:
•

Create an experience that engages and challenges the imagination;

•

Embody an enduring sense of quality as a gift to the future
generations;

•

Share historic events, create future history;

•

Promote an environmentally sustainable vision for the next
generation;

•

Interact with and enhance events and cultural programmes,
incorporate tikanga knowledge and culture and

•

Encourage economic growth and opportunities for the whole district.

The cross section from mountain to sea (Taranaki landscape) and the
connecting element of water are the fundamental design drivers within the
landscape design.
Mount Taranaki to mana whenua, Ngati Ramanui and Nga Hapu o
Ngaruahine, is a constant link between past and present, uniting current
generations who are kaitiaki (carers) of their tupuna (ancestor) the
Mountain. Rivers are also significant to their relationship with the area.
For Maori and the surrounding community these natural phenomena
connect them with the area and are the symbols of ‘place’.
The design of the site considers how the cross section from mountain to
sea, high to low, rock to sand, alpine to coastal can influence the design.
Contemporary interpretations of the region’s natural landscape interplay
with the agricultural inspiration of the building, resulting in a locally
inspired, contemporary landscape.

captured and conveyed to an agricultural tank positioned within the
coastal forest. The interface between the building and footpath has
been designed to capture roof water transferred by down pipes. This
is designed to appear as gravel depression meandering alongside the
building facade.
Civic Square is designed as the new heart of Hawera, where people can
meet, sit and be engaged in public life. It has been designed to be a place
that functions as an ‘Atea’ space where mana whenua and the community
can come together with processions from Korimako Lane across High
Street or gather in front of the building. The landscape has been shaped
to create smaller external spaces that supplement the larger civic space
to allow for markets or gatherings to occur whilst still functioning day to
day allowing pedestrian flow along and across High Street.
The slight level change from street level gives users a sense of
separation, overlooking the open space. This also means that this area
can be used as a stage for events within the open space.
In the wider streetscape attractive footpaths and street furniture will
encourage walking and provide for universal access on both High and
Regent Streets.
Planting will reinforce the mountain to the sea cross section with species
selected from the Egmont ecological district. Plant beds/rain gardens on
Regent Street and to the south of the building will similarly use species
from the ecological district where possible. Plant beds on High Street
will incorporate species from both the Egmont ecological district and the
existing town centre palette for continuity.

Figure 4: The coastal forest interface with the building

Car parking associated with the use will cater for visitors and staff with
caparks on both Regent and Riddiford Streets. Both car parks will be
planted with specimen trees and lawn. Vehicle entrances will be defined
by rumble strips to the Regent Street carpark and asphalt to the Riddiford
Street carpark. Pedestrian crossing points in the Regent Street carpark
will be delineated with tactile markers to aid movement to and through the
carpark.
The following pages sets out the landscape site plan and associated hard
and soft spaces palettes.

The design of the stormwater system also considers the surrounding
natural environment. The building and site has been designed to
sustainability capture, convey, store and reuse stormwater as does the
natural environment. Water is collected from the roof and hard surfaces
and is conveyed to a coastal wetland/coastal forest. Roof water is also
Figure 5: Regent and Riddiford Street carpark overview
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This plan has been prepared by Boffa Miskell Limited on
the specific instructions of our Client. It is solely for our
Client’s use in accordance with the agreed scope of work.
Any use or reliance by a third party is at that party’s own
risk. Where information has been supplied by the Client
or obtained from other external sources, it has been
assumed that it is accurate. No liability or responsibility
is accepted by Boffa Miskell Limited for any errors or
omissions to the extent that they arise from inaccurate
information provided by the Client or any external source.

TE RAMANUI, HAWERA

LANDSCAPE SITE PLAN
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Figure 6

CAPTION

PALETTES
SOFTSCAPE

Rain gardens

NATIVE SHRUBS
AND GRASSES

NATIVE GROUND COVERS FOR
TEXTURE

Botanical Name

Common Name

Apodasmia similis

Oioi

Astelia grandis

Swamp astelia

Blechnum minus

Swamp kiokio

Carex dipsacea

Teasel sedge

Carex arenaria

Sand sedge

Lemosella lineata

Mudwort

Lobelia anceps

Shore lobelia

Pimelea arenaria

Sand sack pimelea

Schoenus nitens

Schoenus nitens

Selliera radicans

Remuremu

Triglochin palustris

Arrowgrass

Planter beds

ACCENT PLANTS

FLOWERING PLANTS

EVERGREEN NATIVES

Botanical Name

Common Name

Ajuga reptans

Blue bugle

Allium gladiator

Flowering onion

Asplenium bulbiferum

Hen and chicken fern

Brachyglottis repanda

Rangiora

Euporbia glauca

Shore spurge

Gaura lindheimeri

Whirling butterflies

Microlaena avenacea

Bush rice grass

Muehlenbeckia axillarismueh

Pohuehue

Pachysandra terminalis

Carpet box

Sisyrinchium striatum

Yellow-eyed grass

Uncinia strictissima

Hook sedge

* NOTE: The softscape palette is not intended to be exhaustive. Further
species maybe as select as appropriate to site, from Restoration Planting
in Taranaki: A guide to the Egmont Ecological District, or in coordination
with Wild for Taranaki to help serve an education purpose for the
community.

NATIVE GRASSES

FERNS

GROUND COVERS
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PALETTES
TREES

CAPTION

HEIGHT

SPECIMEN TREES

SPECIMEN TREES

Specimen trees (High Street)

Regent street trees (Taupata-Harakeke scrub zone)

Botanical Name

Common Name

Botanical Name

Common Name

Melia azedarach

Indian bead tree

Melicope ternata

Wharangi

Metrosideros excelsus

Pohutukawa

Myoporum laetum

Ngaio

Sophora microphylla

Kowhai

Sophora microphylla

Kowhai

TAUPATA FOREST ZONE TREES

Regent street trees (Karaka-Kohekohe-Tawa forest
zone)

KARAKA FOREST ZONE TREES

Botanical Name

Common Name

Alectyron excelsus

Titoki

Knightia excelsa

Rewarewa

Vitex lucens

Puriri

KARAKA FOREST ZONE TREES

HARDSCAPE PALETTE

NATURAL STONE CIVIC SPACE

GRAVEL CHANNELS

RAISED SEATING AREA

CONCRETE FOOTPATHS
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HARD SURFACES EDGED WITH
RAIN GARDENS

