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	SECTION 2 : OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES
	Section 2.1 Rural Zone
	Issues
	2.1.1 Need to provide for productive land use and other complementary rural based activities while ensuring the adverse effects on the rural environment are not excessive and do not result in incompatibility between different land uses.
	2.1.2 Rural subdivision can provide for economic and lifestyle/living opportunities but can also negatively impact on the functioning of productive and other rural land use activities, rural character and amenity values, and create demand for services.
	Land Use Activities
	Rural Subdivision


	Objectives
	2.1.3 To ensure that subdivision, land use and development in the rural environment is of a nature, scale, intensity and location that maintains and, where appropriate, enhances rural character and amenity values.
	2.1.4 To enable the efficient and effective functioning of farming and rural based activities, and ensure that activities are not inhibited by adverse effects of new incompatible land uses.

	Policies
	Rural Subdivision
	2.1.5 Provide for rural subdivision at a scale, design and intensity where it is compatible with the character and qualities of the surrounding environment, and limit more intensive or poorly designed subdivision where the character and qualities woul...
	2.1.6 Manage larger-scale and more intensive subdivision, land use and development to maintain and, where appropriate, enhance the attributes that contribute to rural character and amenity values, including:
	2.1.7 Residential subdivision and use at the periphery of the Township Zones is appropriate, if on-site servicing is achievable, reverse sensitive effects are avoided, and where adverse effects on the established character and amenity of the township ...
	Rural Amenity and Character

	2.1.8 Manage the adverse effects of noise, vibration, odour, dust, traffic, glare and other nuisances from land use activities and development through relevant performance standards and appropriate spatial buffers and setback requirements for specific...
	2.1.9 Ensure that new land use activities are of a nature, scale, intensity and location consistent with maintaining the character and amenity of the rural environment, and avoids or mitigates potential reverse sensitivity effects.
	Land Use Activities

	2.1.10 Provide for the establishment and operation of farming activities which rely on a location in the rural environment, provided they avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects without unduly affecting landowner’s ability to use their land producti...
	2.1.11 Provide for the establishment and operation of new non-farming activities and the ongoing operation of existing lawfully established activities which are compatible and / or associated with farming activities in the rural environment, provided ...
	2.1.12 Minimise, and where possible, avoid subdivision, land use and development that has the potential to inhibit the efficient use and development of versatile land for farming purposes or other lawfully established rural activities or rural industr...
	Buildings (Location, Design and Setbacks)

	2.1.13 Reduce obtrusive built elements in the rural environment by integrating building location and design with the surrounding landform and landscape qualities, while recognising that the location and design of some buildings, and infrastructure is ...
	2.1.14 Avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on rural privacy and rural character in the Rural Zone by maintaining road and site boundary setbacks for all buildings, while recognising that the degree of privacy and rural spaciousness is different ...
	2.1.15 Manage potential reverse sensitivity conflict between farming, other rural activities and sensitive activities through appropriate separation distances or other measures, while giving priority to existing lawfully established activities.
	Industrial, Forestry and Aggregate/Soil Extraction

	2.1.16 Provide for small scale soil and aggregate extraction activities by controlling the scale and location of extraction and the need to internalise environmental effects within the site.
	2.1.17 Ensure that activities based on the extraction or processing of rural products, as well as large scale soil and aggregate extraction activities, avoid, remedy or mitigate potential adverse effects on the surrounding environment and that the env...
	2.1.18 Encourage industrial activities not based on rural servicing or the processing of rural products to establish in the Industrial Zone in an urban centre where this is an appropriate location for such an activity.
	Health, Safety and Traffic

	2.1.19 Control the scale, intensity, size and design of rural subdivision and land development so that on-site wastewater treatment and disposal systems do not result in contamination of soil, groundwater or other natural resources.
	2.1.20 Ensure that rural residences can access on-site sufficient quantities of potable water to avoid risks to human health and amenity.
	2.1.21 Manage the effects of heavy vehicle movements from rural activities on the environment, including cumulative effects on the safety and efficiency of the District’s roading network.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.2 Residential Zone
	Issues
	2.2.1 Variable rates of development and the mixed condition of towns and neighbourhoods can both improve or detract from residential character and amenity.
	2.2.2 Whilst there are some similarities in the character and amenity values of each South Taranaki town, there are also differences in identity and context relating to each town's historical and current development.

	Objectives
	2.2.3 The Residential Zone is predominately a living environment with a range of housing to accommodate different lifestyles and residential needs.
	2.2.4 To allow complementary and compatible non-residential activities to support the functioning of the local community, provided that the adverse effects are avoided, remedied or mitigated.
	2.2.5 To maintain and enhance the character and amenity values of residential neighbourhoods ensuring:
	(a) Residential density is generally low, except where quality medium and high density developments are appropriately located and designed.
	(b) Activities do not detract from amenity values.
	(c) The appropriate use, development and protection of Council’s open spaces within residential areas shall contribute to character and amenity of places, and provide access to formal and informal recreation activities.
	(d) Access to privacy, open space around buildings, and quality outdoor living space.
	(e) Open street frontages.
	(f) Protection from noise, vibration, odour, dust and glare.
	(g) Separation of dwellings from industry.
	(h) Front yards and public places are landscaped.
	(i) Adequate footpaths and cycleways.
	(j) Off-street parking.

	Policies
	2.2.6 Provide for a range of housing opportunities by enabling standard residential development and as well as a greater intensity of residential development where it can be designed to minimise adverse effects on residential character and amenity.
	2.2.7 Provide for standard residential development at a density and nature which is consistent with the character of the existing residential areas, including the provision of a minor dwelling which is secondary to the main dwelling on a site, to enab...
	2.2.8 Provide for denser housing throughout the Residential Zone which enables more intensive housing (compared to a standard residential development) where the effects on the surrounding residential character and amenity can be avoided, remedied or m...
	2.2.9 Provide for higher density housing close to the Hawera Town Centre where compact living opportunities are well designed and are at a walkable distance to local amenities, public open spaces and community facilities.
	2.2.10 Provide for housing for the elderly where the site layout and design of the complex including dwelling units, medical and staff facilities, access and parking minimises the adverse effects on the surrounding residential area.
	2.2.11 Ensure denser housing developments are designed to maximise on-site amenity and to manage adverse effects on the surrounding residential character and amenity.
	2.2.12 Maintain access to sunlight and protect the level of privacy for residential properties by managing the bulk and location of buildings in relation to residential site boundaries.
	2.2.13 Maintain an open and spacious residential character on standard and larger lot residential properties by ensuring building size and footprint is proportional to the size of the lot and ensuring the provision of private outdoor living areas for ...
	2.2.14 Ensure the provision of quality private outdoor spaces within more intensive residential developments to ensure a high quality living environment and enhanced amenity values.
	2.2.15 Protect visual amenity by maintaining a relatively low building height and open space between buildings, and requiring outdoor storage to be appropriately screened or kept tidy.
	2.2.16 Encourage the retention of established trees where they can contribute to the character and amenity of the site and the surrounding residential neighbourhood.
	2.2.17 Recognise the importance of accessory buildings as they support a wide range of secondary uses which can be integral to the overall functioning of the main residential activity (garaging, storage, hobbies and home occupations), while managing t...
	2.2.18 Recognise and provide for non-residential activities within the Residential Zone which are complementary in scale, nature and intensity to residential activities, in a way that avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse effects on adjoining resident...
	2.2.19 Recognise and provide for small-scale home based child care facilities and home based visitor accommodation where they exhibit similar characteristics to a home occupation.
	2.2.20 Manage larger scale child-care facilities that operate independently from a residential activity to ensure the adverse effects on residential character and amenity (including but not limited to noise, traffic, carparking and drop off zones, bui...
	2.2.21 Recognise the role of Council open spaces, including gardens, parks, reserves, domains, recreation grounds and scenic and coastal reserves, in maintaining and enhancing the character and amenity values of the residential environment.
	2.2.22 Review and revise existing reserve management plans to provide strategic direction for the use, development and management of Council’s open spaces.
	2.2.23 Provide integrated and safe connections between Council open spaces and residential developments, by providing opportunities for walking and cycling.
	2.2.24 Provide for buildings, structures and car parking associated with formal and informal recreation activities on Council open spaces.
	2.2.25 Restrict industrial activities to avoid incompatibility issues and significant adverse effects on residential character and amenity.
	2.2.26 Avoid the establishment of panel beating and spray painting businesses as they are incompatible with the character and amenity values in the Residential Zone.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.3 Township Zone
	Issue
	2.3.1 The mix of land use activities and development within small townships results in distinct character and amenity values that provide for their ongoing viability and role in the local community.

	Objective
	2.3.2 To provide for a mix of activities that support the needs of the local community while maintaining and enhancing the distinct character and amenity values of the small rural settlements.

	Policies
	2.3.3 Recognise and provide for the existing small rural settlements that serve an important local role and have a distinct character through a Township Zone.
	2.3.4 Provide for a mix of land use activities and development which are complementary and compatible while ensuring an acceptable level of amenity for residents through the application of rules and standards.
	2.3.5 Ensure new land use activities, development and subdivision maintains and enhances the established character and amenity values of the individual township with an overall low building form and density, and exceptions for existing commercial, ind...
	2.3.6 Provide for existing commercial, industrial and community activities and facilities, while ensuring any changes or expansion of these activities do not adversely affect the qualities of the township.
	2.3.7 Ensure all land use activities, development and subdivision provides a suitable on-site wastewater treatment and disposal system, stormwater systems, and water supply (except in Rahotu and Okaiawa where Council reticulated systems are available).
	2.3.8 Manage the overall size of the Township Zones to maintain their character, amenity values and servicing constraints while allowing for potential viable expansion to accommodate any potential future demand.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.4  Commercial Zone
	Issues
	2.4.1 Changes in commercial trends (such as larger format stores, fewer local owner/operator stores and more national chain stores) along with increased mobility (resulting in less demand for local retail stores) has the potential to affect the vitali...
	2.4.2 Need to enable a diverse range of commercial activities that provide economic growth and employment opportunities for residents, while also accommodating changes within a dynamic commercial environment, and different functional and operational n...
	2.4.3 New building development and alterations to existing buildings have potential effects on the streetscape character, amenity and heritage values of commercial areas, and on the efficient use of existing infrastructure and development.

	Objectives
	2.4.4 Maintain and enhance the character and amenity values of commercial areas in a manner that enables commercial and other activities to support the local community, while avoiding or mitigating adverse effects within and adjoining the commercial a...
	2.4.5 Complementary and compatible non-commercial activities within the commercial areas that support the functioning of commercial areas and recognise the sensitivities and amenity levels within and adjoining commercial areas.
	2.4.6 Maintain and enhance the attractiveness and vibrancy of the town centres across the District.

	Policies
	2.4.7 Recognise and provide for the commercial functioning, character and amenity values of the District’s commercial areas through a single Commercial Zone.
	2.4.8 Recognise the variability of the commercial areas across the District through the use of areas (‘overlays’) that manage and reinforce the role, function, characteristics and qualities of these areas as follows:
	2.4.9 Provide for a wide range of activities within the Commercial Zone which meet the needs of the local community with convenient access to goods and services, and opportunities for economic growth and social interaction.
	2.4.10 Restrict certain activities which may be incompatible with other activities and/or degrade the character and amenity values of the Commercial Zone.
	2.4.11 Prevent commercial activities from establishing or extending outside of the Commercial Zone to encourage the concentration of commercial centres, and to maintain the viability and vitality of existing commercial areas.
	2.4.12 Manage adverse effects from activities and development within the Commercial Zone to maintain and enhance the amenity values within the Commercial Zone, as well as the adjoining Residential and Rural Zones. Adverse effects from activities and d...
	2.4.13 Ensure that the design, scale, location and layout of development and buildings in the Commercial Zone recognises the local context and character, and maintains or enhances the safety, convenience, accessibility and amenity of commercial areas,...
	2.4.14 Maintain and enhance the historic heritage character of town centres by controlling new development relating to identified heritage buildings and sites, and additions and alterations to identified heritage buildings and sites to ensure developm...
	2.4.15 Maintain access to sunlight, protect amenity values, and protect the level of privacy for properties in the Residential Zone adjacent to the Commercial Zone by managing the bulk and location of commercial buildings and requiring landscaping.
	2.4.16 Provide for anchor activities such as large retail or community activities at the interface with the Hawera Town Centre overlay and the Commercial Zone Mixed Use or Large Format Trade and Service overlays.
	2.4.17 Ensure the site layout, design and functioning of new or redeveloped anchor activities deliver the Hawera Town Centre Strategy, enhance the vibrancy and vitality of the town centre, and manage adverse effects on streetscape amenity from buildin...
	Hawera Town Centre Area

	2.4.18 Provide for commercial development which enhances the vibrancy and functionality of the Hawera Town Centre, while ensuring that development protects and enhances existing amenity and character, and does not generate adverse effects on the envir...
	2.4.19 Promote consolidation, reuse and redevelopment to achieve an efficient use of existing infrastructure and enhance the vibrancy of the Hawera Town Centre.
	2.4.20 Provide for residential activities and visitor accommodation above ground floor level in the Hawera Town Centre Area to retain retail and commercial activities at street level and to support other activities in the area, provided that new resid...
	2.4.21 Maintain and enhance amenity values in the Hawera Town Centre by encouraging the provision of open public space, landscaping, artwork, seating, and public amenities and services that are easily accessible, walkable, safe, attractive and enjoyab...
	2.4.22 Maintain an attractive streetscape and safe pedestrian environment within the Hawera Town Centre by identifying a Defined Pedestrian Frontage and managing development along these frontages to ensure:
	2.4.23 Ensure adequate provision and maintenance of community activities and buildings to meet the cultural, administrative and social needs of the community.
	2.4.24 Allow for flexibility when addressing parking provision within the Hawera Town Centre, such as alternative sites, multi-use vehicle parking areas, while recognising the need for parking for specific activities and ensuring that any on-site park...
	Large Format Trade and Service Area

	2.4.25 Recognise that Large Format Trade and Service activities function as an integral part of Hawera’s commercial activity and provide important services to the local community, but are most appropriately located in the Large Format Trade and Servic...
	Mixed Use Area

	2.4.26 Provide for a mixed range of compatible activities within the Mixed Use Area to support existing commercial activities and reinforce the variability of current land uses.
	2.4.27 Promote consolidation, reuse and redevelopment and an efficient use of existing infrastructure, to enhance the vibrancy of commercial areas.
	2.4.28 Provide for residential activities in the Mixed Use Area to support other activities in commercial areas and make efficient use of existing buildings and facilities, provided they are well designed and quality living environments.
	Explanation of Policies
	Hawera Town Centre Area
	Large Format Trade and Service Area
	Mixed Use Area
	Methods of Implementation



	Section 2.5 Industrial Zone
	Issues
	2.5.1 Need to provide for and enable the efficient and effective functioning of industrial activities as they contribute to the economic and social wellbeing of the District. However, due to the nature, scale and intensity of industrial land use activ...
	2.5.2 New sensitive activities close to existing industrial activities or within industrial zones can create actual or potential reverse sensitivity effects.

	Objectives
	2.5.3 To provide for the efficient and effective operation and development of industrial activities in the Industrial Zone while ensuring their adverse effects on the urban environment are avoided or mitigated, recognising the sensitivities and amenit...
	2.5.4 To protect existing industrial activities in urban areas from incompatible subdivision, land use and development which could adversely affect the efficient and continued operation of existing activities.

	Policies
	2.5.5 Recognise and provide for industrial activities in urban areas through a specific zone designed to recognise the individual operating requirements and future development of these activities while ensuring an acceptable level of environmental qua...
	2.5.6 Recognise and provide for the existing activities and facilities associated with the bakery and manufacture of yeast products in Manaia and ensure that future development is in accordance with the Concept Plan.
	2.5.7 Protect the amenity values of the commercial, residential and rural areas surrounding the Industrial Zones by managing the nature, scale and level of environmental effects originating from the Industrial Zone.
	2.5.8 Restrict activities that may be incompatible with other industrial activities from establishing in the Industrial zone, to ensure the safe and efficient operation of industrial activities, and to protect the vitality and vibrancy of the Commerci...
	2.5.9 Manage potential reverse sensitivity conflicts between the existing industrial activities and new sensitive activities through appropriate separation distances, landscaping, noise insulation or other measures, giving priority to existing lawfull...
	2.5.10 Ensure that all buildings are located to minimise shading and disruption to privacy enjoyed on nearby residential, open space and rural properties.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.6  Rural Industrial Zone
	Issues
	2.6.1 Need to recognise the presence of existing large-scale operations in the rural environment and provide for their ongoing efficient and effective functioning, while recognising they can have adverse effects on the rural environment.
	2.6.2 New sensitive activities close to existing large-scale operations in the rural environment can create reverse sensitivity effects.

	Objectives
	2.6.3 To provide for the efficient and effective operation and development of existing large-scale manufacturing and processing activities and sites in rural areas while ensuring their adverse effects on the environment are avoided, remedied or mitiga...
	2.6.4 To enable the efficient and effective functioning of existing large-scale manufacturing and processing activities and ensure that these activities are not constrained by adverse effects of new incompatible subdivision, land use and development i...

	Policies
	2.6.5 Provide for existing large-scale manufacturing and processing activities and sites in rural areas through a specific zone designed to recognise the individual operating requirements and future development of these activities.
	2.6.6 Manage the adverse effects of land use activities and development on each site in the Rural Industrial Zone using Concept Plans which indicate the overall development envelope for that site.
	2.6.7 Maintain the amenity values of the rural areas around the existing large-scale manufacturing and processing activities and sites by managing the nature, scale and level of environmental effects originating from the Rural Industrial Zone.
	2.6.8 Allow flexibility to enable the existing large-scale manufacturing and processing activities and sites to implement improved operational methods and plant efficiency whilst ensuring the adverse effects on the environment are avoided, remedied or...
	2.6.9 Restrict non-industrial activities which may be incompatible with industrial activities in the Zone and encourage alternative locations for them in urban areas to protect the vitality and vibrancy of urban areas where these activities may be mor...
	2.6.10 Manage potential reverse sensitivity conflict between the existing large-scale manufacturing and processing activities and sites, and sensitive activities through noise insulation requirements on new dwellings and noise sensitive activities.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.7 Tāngata Whenua
	Issues
	2.7.1 Appropriate ways need to be adopted to take account of Tāngata Whenua values and to involve Tāngata Whenua more actively in resource management processes and decision-making.
	2.7.2 Appropriate ways to recognise the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi in the management of the District's natural and physical resources.
	2.7.3 The lack of recognition of and provision for the relationship of Tāngata Whenua and their culture and traditions (including mauri) with their ancestral lands, waters, sites and areas of cultural and spiritual significance, wāhi tapu and other ta...
	2.7.4 Loss, damage and degradation to sites and areas of cultural and spiritual significance resulting from inappropriate subdivision, use and development of land resources.
	2.7.5 Providing for development by Iwi and hapū (e.g. Marae, papakainga housing) that enhances their social, cultural and economic well-being while sustainably managing the environment.

	Objectives
	2.7.6 To recognise and provide for the relationship of Tāngata Whenua and their culture and traditions (including mauri) with land, water, sites and areas of cultural and spiritual significance, wāhi tapu and other taonga.
	2.7.7 To protect sites and areas of cultural and spiritual significance to Tāngata Whenua from the adverse effects of inappropriate subdivision, use, and development of resources.
	2.7.8 To recognise and provide for development by Iwi and hapū that enhances their social, cultural and economic well-being in a way that achieves sustainable management of the environment.
	2.7.9 To provide Tāngata Whenua with opportunities to participate in resource management processes and decision-making.
	2.7.10 To have particular regard to the concept of Kaitiakitanga as defined by Tāngata Whenua of the District in respect of the management of natural and physical resources.

	Policies
	2.7.11 Establish formal and informal working relationships with Tāngata Whenua within which a partnership regarding resource management matters may be defined, addressed and decided.
	2.7.12 To actively engage with Tāngata Whenua when addressing matters of concern to Iwi and hapū, including recognition of the relationship of Tāngata Whenua and their culture and traditions with land, water, sites and areas of cultural and spiritual ...
	2.7.13 To encourage, where appropriate, as part of the determination of resource consent applications, consultation with Tāngata Whenua be undertaken and reported to the decision-making authority.
	2.7.14 Identify sites and areas of cultural and spiritual significance to Tāngata Whenua for protection from inappropriate subdivision, use and development based on criteria developed with Tāngata Whenua.
	2.7.15 Avoid effects in the first instance, and if they cannot be avoided, then remedy or mitigate any adverse effects of activities that could destroy, degrade or damage the cultural values associated with a site or area of cultural or spiritual sign...
	2.7.16 Enable the development of papakainga housing whilst managing potential adverse effects on amenity values.
	2.7.17 Enable the development and maintenance of Marae whilst managing effects on the character and amenity of the Residential, Commercial and Rural Zones.
	2.7.18 Identify the Parihaka Cultural Area and recognise its historical and cultural significance to Tāngata Whenua and the community, by providing for development and a range of activities based on the needs and values of Tāngata Whenua.
	2.7.19 Recognise and provide for development and a range of activities by Iwi and hapū on key sites to meet the needs and values of Tāngata Whenua.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.8 Transportation
	Issues
	2.8.1 The safe and efficient operation of the road and rail networks can be adversely affected by subdivision, land use and development, such as through additional traffic volumes, unsafe access and intersection arrangements, and over use of roads for...
	2.8.2 Sensitive activities (e.g. residential dwellings) located in close proximity to major transport infrastructure can result in reverse sensitivity effects.
	2.8.3 A disconnect between land use planning and transport planning can result in inefficient use of land, provision of excessive transport infrastructure, and higher costs for moving people and goods.
	2.8.4 The safe and efficient functioning of the Hawera Aerodrome and its future development could potentially be jeopardised by development in close proximity.
	Safe and Efficient Operation of Road and Rail Networks
	Reverse Sensitivity Effects
	Integrated Land Use and Transport Planning
	Hawera Aerodrome


	Objectives
	2.8.5 Safe and efficient road and rail networks to ensure the reliable movement of people and goods.
	2.8.6 Well-designed and located vehicle access and parking to ensure the safety of people, pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles and the efficient operation of the adjoining road network.
	2.8.7 Protect the current and future efficiency, operation, safety and development of the State Highways and railway infrastructure.
	2.8.8 To maintain the safe and efficient functioning and development of Hawera Aerodrome, while avoiding or mitigating adverse effects from the airfield operation.

	Policies
	2.8.9 Recognise and provide for the State Highway network, and its primary function of providing for the safe and efficient movement of through traffic by managing direct access onto State Highways.
	2.8.10 Develop and maintain a roading hierarchy of local (access), collector, and arterial roads, recognising their different functions in terms of access to adjacent properties, and the management of through traffic.
	2.8.11 Establish a consistent approach to roading, access and subdivision design, in accordance with NZS 4404:2010 Land Development and Subdivision Infrastructure (including local amendments adopted by NPDC and STDC) and accepted national standards or...
	2.8.12 Avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects that may arise from increased traffic or changed traffic type, and new or changed access and intersections, through the use of standards and controls.
	2.8.13 Require activities to provide off-street parking that:
	2.8.14 Require every development adjacent to a proposed service lane to provide a loading bay that will be useable from the service lane once constructed.
	2.8.15 In the Hawera Town Centre, financial contributions may be taken in lieu of a parking requirement, and put towards the cost of providing public car parks, or the Council may waive or reduce the parking requirement in the town centre where develo...
	2.8.16 Provide and maintain bicycle routes and facilities which are designed and located to encourage cycling as a safe, pleasant and efficient form of transportation, and to take into account the existing or potential use of any urban arterial street...
	2.8.17 Promote the efficiency of the railway and the primary role of the rail network by managing existing and new railway level crossings and vehicle crossings, and maintaining sight lines, to ensure the safe and efficient operation of both the road ...
	2.8.18 Ensure that subdivision, land use and development adjoining State Highways and the rail network avoid, remedy or mitigate reverse sensitivity effects by protecting themselves from noise, particularly in habitable rooms.
	2.8.19 Provide for the continued functioning and future development of Hawera Aerodrome and manage the adverse effects caused by the operation of Hawera Aerodrome on adjoining activities.
	2.8.20 Protect the operation of Hawera Aerodrome from the potential adverse effects created by nearby activities.
	2.8.21 Improve the health and safety of individuals and community by locating buildings and structures away from the rail corridor, so that these items can be accessed and maintained entirely within the property, not the rail corridor.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.9  Hazardous Substances and Contaminated Land
	Issues
	2.9.1 The risks of adverse effects on the environment and human health associated with the use, disposal, storage and transportation of hazardous substances.
	2.9.2 The risks to human health and property from incompatible land use when new sensitive activities locate in proximity to existing significant hazardous facilities.
	2.9.3 The use and development of potentially contaminated land can lead to adverse effects on the environment and human health, when the necessary remediation or management measures have not been undertaken prior to use.

	Objectives
	2.9.4 Recognise the important benefits associated with the use, storage, disposal and transportation of hazardous substances whilst also ensuring that risks to the environment and human health are minimised to acceptable levels.
	2.9.5 Avoid or mitigate the risk of adverse effects on human health from the subdivision, land use changes or remediation of contaminated or potentially contaminated land.
	Petroleum Exploration and Petroleum Production

	2.9.6 Recognise the important benefits associated with the use, storage, disposal and transportation of hazardous substances associated with petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities whilst also ensuring that risks to the environment a...
	(a) Avoided where the risks are unacceptable; and
	(b) Minimised for lesser risks as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP).
	2.9.7 Sensitive activities are located where they:
	(a) Avoid areas exposed to an unacceptable level of risk from existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities; and
	(b) Do not compromise existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities due to reverse sensitivity effects and /or incompatibility.

	Policies
	Signficiant Hazardous Facilities
	2.9.8 Ensure significant hazardous facilities are located, designed, constructed and managed to minimise risk to the extent practicable and avoid Unacceptable Risk to the environment and human health.
	2.9.9 Ensure appropriate facilities and systems are provided to avoid accidental or unintentional release, or loss of control (such as spills and gas escapes) of hazardous substances.
	2.9.10 To avoid duplication of the regulation of activities controlled by the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO) and other workplace safety law by:
	2.9.11 Manage the location of significant hazardous facilities by:
	2.9.12 Manage potential reverse sensitivity conflicts between existing lawfully established significant hazardous facilities and new sensitive activities through subdivision and land use activity controls and other appropriate measures.
	2.9.13 Disposal of hazardous wastes is to be undertaken in an environmentally safe manner at authorised facilities to avoid the risk of hazardous substances creating adverse effects on the environment and human health.
	2.9.14 Transportation of hazardous substances, including wastes, as part of a land use activity should be undertaken in a safe manner, by modes and transport routes which prevent or minimise the risk of adverse effects on other land use activities, th...
	Petroleum Exploration and Petroleum Production

	2.9.15 Ensure petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities are located, designed, constructed and managed to avoid Unacceptable Risk and minimise lesser risks as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) to the environment and human health.
	2.9.16 Ensure new petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities are located where they do not expose existing sensitive activities to Unacceptable Risk.
	2.9.17 Require new petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities to internalise the Unacceptable Risk within the site of the activity unless, where the Unacceptable Risk extends outside the site of the activity, a mechanism avoids the Unac...
	2.9.18 Ensure additions and alterations to existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities do not expose existing sensitive activities to Unacceptable Risk.
	2.9.19 Encourage additions and alterations to existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities to internalise the Unacceptable Risk within:
	2.9.20 Manage additions and alterations to existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities where:
	2.9.21 Manage additions and alterations to existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities where there are existing sensitive activities within the existing Petroleum Activity Risk Contour to ensure:
	2.9.22 Avoid the establishment of petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities which use, store or handle hazardous substances in the Residential Zone and Township Zone due to risk to the environment and human health.
	2.9.23 Identify and keep up-to-date on the Planning Maps the Petroleum Activity Risk Contours related to existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities using a level of risk threshold of 1 x 10-6 (risk contour).
	2.9.24 That Petroleum Activity Risk Contours will be uplifted from the Planning Maps in whole or in part and for separation distances to no longer apply where:
	2.9.25 Avoid new sensitive activities locating in areas which are exposed to Unacceptable Risks from existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities.
	2.9.26 Where there is no Petroleum Activity Risk Contour, manage the location of new sensitive activities near existing petroleum exploration and petroleum production activities by applying separation distances based on generic fatality consequence di...
	Contaminated Land

	2.9.27 Identification of sites that may be subject to potential contamination as a result of historical land uses and activities.
	2.9.28 Require that subdivision and land use changes on pieces of land that have a history of activities that could have resulted in contamination of the soil to undertake a preliminary site investigation to confirm whether there will be a risk to hum...
	2.9.29 Ensure that all remediation, land use, subdivision and redevelopment of land affected by soil contamination prevents or mitigates adverse effects on and risk to human health and ensures that any residual levels of contamination is appropriate f...
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.10 Energy
	Issues
	2.10.1 Recognition of the oil and gas resources in the District, and the existing and future exploration, development, production and distribution activities using and developing these energy resources.
	2.10.2 Recognition of the renewable energy resources in the District and the benefits that can derive from the use and development of these resources from renewable electricity generation activities.
	2.10.3 The investigation, exploration, prospecting, development, production, transmission and distribution of oil and gas activities and renewable electricity generation activities can cause adverse effects, particularly with regard to amenity, landsc...
	2.10.4 Poorly designed and located subdivision, land use and development can result in inefficient use of energy, such as inefficient travel patterns and dwellings with limited solar access.
	Energy
	Local Resources
	Renewable energy
	Adverse Effects
	Energy Efficiency
	Transmission


	Objectives
	2.10.5 To recognise the significant local, regional and national benefits from the use and development of non-renewable energy resources by providing for the prospecting exploration, development and production of oil and gas energy activities.
	2.10.6 To recognise the significant local, regional and national benefits from the use and development of renewable energy resources by providing for the investigation, development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of renewable energy activities, ...
	2.10.7 To ensure the adverse effects of oil and gas and renewable energy activities are avoided, remedied or mitigated, particularly adverse amenity, landscape and traffic effects on the District’s infrastructure, sensitive environments, wāhi tapu sit...
	2.10.8 To promote energy efficient development and travel patterns.

	Policies
	General
	2.10.9 Provide for the identification, investigation, prospecting and exploration of new potential sites and energy sources for energy resource activities.
	2.10.10 Ensure that the investigation, prospecting, exploration, development, use, production, and generation of energy resource activities, is managed in a way that recognises the national, regional and local benefits of the use and development of en...
	2.10.11 Ensure that investigation, prospecting, exploration, development, use, production, and generation of energy resource activities are appropriately located to:
	2.10.12 Ensure that the adverse effects, including reverse sensitivity effects, of incompatible subdivision, land use or development on the safety, efficiency, operation and maintenance of existing lawfully established energy resource activities are a...
	2.10.13 Where the adverse effects of oil and gas energy activities and renewable electricity generation activities cannot be avoided, remedied or mitigated, have regard to any offset measures and/or environmental compensation that is of benefit to the...
	2.10.14 In determining an application for resource consent for the use and development of renewable energy resources where any potential adverse effects are not fully understood or are uncertain and associated risks are considered to be acceptable, ha...
	Oil and Gas Energy Activities

	2.10.15 Recognise the locational, operational and technical constraints on the use and development of oil and gas energy resources, including the particular constraints affecting exploration, prospecting, development, production and distribution.
	Renewable Electricity Generation Activities

	2.10.16 Recognise the potential of the available wind resource along the coast in South Taranaki to provide for renewable electricity generation activities.
	2.10.17 Recognise and provide for the potential for biofuels, biogas and biomass energy and electricity generation associated with forestry harvesting, and agricultural and horticultural practices.
	2.10.18 Recognise and provide for the benefits of small or community-scale renewable electricity generation activities, while avoiding, remedying and mitigating their adverse effects on the environment.
	2.10.19 Recognise the locational, operational and technical constraints associated with developing, operating and maintaining large-scale renewable electricity generation activities and their requirements to connect to distribution networks and the Na...
	2.10.20 Provide for the ongoing operation, maintenance and upgrading of existing renewable electricity generation activities where the effects of these works are avoided, remedied or mitigated.
	Energy Efficiency in Transport and Development

	2.10.21 Ensure that land use planning and infrastructure design is carried out in a manner that seeks to provide for optimum energy efficiency.
	2.10.22 To assist in reducing energy consumption, ensure that transport networks are designed so that they are safe and that the number, length and need for vehicle trips is minimised, and reliance on private motor vehicles is reduced.
	2.10.23 Encourage optimum energy efficient development, subdivision patterns, site orientation and building design.
	Explanation of Policies
	General
	Policy Context
	Practical Constraints
	Managing Adverse Effects
	Offsets/Environmental Compensation and Adaptive Management – Renewable Energy Resources.
	Energy Efficiency
	Methods of Implementation



	Section 2.11  Network Utilities
	Issue
	2.11.1 Network utilities have important functions and enable people and communities to provide for their economic, social and cultural wellbeing, but can have adverse effects on the environment, often due to technical, operational and location specifi...

	Objectives
	2.11.2 To provide for the safe, efficient and sustainable development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of network utilities, in a manner which avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse effects on the environment, while recognising their technical, lo...
	2.11.3 Protection of network utilities from the actual or potential adverse effects of incompatible subdivision, land use or development.

	Policies
	2.11.4 Provide for the development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of network utilities in a manner which avoids, remedies, or mitigates adverse effects on the environment, while recognising their operational, technical and locational requiremen...
	2.11.5 Manage the location, scale and design of the development or upgrading of network utilities (including in relation to the National Grid), and consider the extent to which any adverse effects have been avoided, remedied or mitigated by the route,...
	2.11.6 Consider the locational, technical and operational requirements of network utilities and the contribution they make to the functioning and wellbeing of the community in assessing their location, design and appearance.
	2.11.7 Require new utility networks to be sited underground (where practical in terms of cost and operation) in Residential, Commercial, and Industrial areas. Where not practical, the utility will need to be carefully sited and designed to avoid, reme...
	2.11.8 Encourage, to the extent practicable, the more efficient use of existing network utilities, and co-siting and sharing of masts, facilities and utility corridors to reduce the need for new utilities elsewhere in the District.
	2.11.9 Recognise the positive social, economic and environmental benefits that accrue nationally and regionally from the development, continued operation and upgrading of network utilities.
	2.11.10 Ensure that the adverse effects, including reverse sensitivity effects of incompatible subdivision, land use or development on the safety, efficiency, operation, maintenance and upgrading of existing network utilities are avoided or mitigated.
	2.11.11 Manage any adverse effects of subdivision, land use and development on the National Grid including substations by ensuring that:
	2.11.12 Promote the design of subdivisions and land use development or redevelopment in a manner that enables the efficient use of land within the identified National Grid Yard, National Grid Subdivision Corridor and around substations without introdu...
	2.11.13 Recognise existing network utilities within the coastal environment, Outstanding Natural Features / Landscapes, and Significant Natural Areas, and provide for their ongoing operation, maintenance and upgrading requirements.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.12 Historic Heritage
	Issue
	2.12.1 Damage, modification or destruction of historic heritage in the District resulting from inappropriate use, development or subdivision, such as earthworks, demolition and unsympathetic works.

	Objectives
	2.12.2 To protect significant historic heritage that reflects the culture and history of the South Taranaki District from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.
	2.12.3 To protect known archaeological sites identified on the Planning maps, and their historic values, from being destroyed or modified due to inappropriate subdivision, use and development.
	2.12.4 To promote and enhance greater public awareness of, and support for, historic heritage within the South Taranaki District.

	Policies
	2.12.5 Identify historic heritage that contributes to an understanding and appreciation of the culture and history of the District, the region and/or New Zealand that is of significance or value for one or more of the following matters; aesthetic, arc...
	2.12.6 Record significant historic heritage buildings and sites identified in accordance with Policy 2.11.5, and group these buildings and sites according to their relative significance into one of the following categories:
	2.12.7 Avoid or appropriately mitigate any adverse effects of activities that could destroy, compromise or detract from the heritage values associated with items listed in the Historic Heritage Schedule.
	2.12.8 Provide opportunities for greater development flexibility, where development facilitates the retention, conservation and/or protection of buildings and sites identified in the Historic Heritage Schedule.
	2.12.9 Encourage compatible and/or adaptive re-use of buildings and sites included in the Historic Heritage Schedule.
	2.12.10 Enable the maintenance, redecoration, repair and adaptive re-use of buildings and sites included in the Historic Heritage Schedule.
	2.12.11 Encourage and facilitate the strengthening of buildings included in the Historic Heritage Schedule to increase their ability to withstand future earthquakes or other safety risks, while ensuring that their values and features are not impaired ...
	2.12.12 Avoid the demolition or destruction of Category 1 buildings, objects or sites included in the Historic Heritage Schedule.
	2.12.13 Restrict the full or partial demolition of Category 2 buildings, objects or sites included in the Historic Heritage Schedule, having regard to the following matters:
	2.12.14 Discourage subdivision that could destroy or diminish the heritage values associated with buildings, objects and sites identified in the Historic Heritage Schedule.
	2.12.15 Consider the value of the heritage setting in circumstances where it contributes to and complements the heritage value of an item, and ensure that its values are not unduly compromised by inappropriate on-site development, earthworks, or incom...
	2.12.16 Identify and list known archaeological sites of significance in the Historic Heritage Schedule 1B to ensure that the value of these sites continues to be retained.
	2.12.17 Manage the effects of new buildings, or extensions to existing buildings, earthworks and forestry activities on known archaeological sites of significance listed in the Historic Heritage Schedule 1B.
	2.12.18 Identify the location of known archaeological sites on the Planning Maps to raise awareness of these sites and assist in their protection.
	2.12.19 Manage the design and layout of subdivisions where a property includes known archaeological site(s) and the use of legal instruments to protect the values of the archaeological site shall be considered.
	2.12.20 Consider adverse effects on historic heritage values through the consent process for larger scale land use activities, where located in close proximity to known archaeological sites. Determine the significance of the heritage values of the sit...
	2.12.21 Increase public recognition and understanding of the District's historic heritage and associated values, and the respective responsibility that the public and private landowners adopt in the ongoing management and protection of historic herita...
	2.12.22 Encourage the use of non-regulatory incentives and assistance to facilitate the restoration and conservation of recognised heritage items.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.13 Notable Trees
	Issue
	2.13.1 The natural, amenity, heritage and cultural values of an area can be adversely affected by the loss or damage of Notable Trees from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.

	Objective
	2.13.2 Notable Trees which are of aesthetic, botanical, heritage, cultural or ecological significance within the District are recognised and protected from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.

	Policies
	2.13.3 Identify and protect Notable Trees that contribute to amenity, quality of the environment and community identity that are of significance or value for one or more of the following reasons: aesthetic, botanical, heritage, cultural or ecological ...
	2.13.4 Avoid or appropriately mitigate any adverse effects of activities on Notable Trees that would detract from or compromise their contribution to the natural, amenity, heritage and cultural values of an area.
	2.13.5 Discourage activities which could result in damage or loss of Notable Trees, such as:
	2.13.6 Encourage arboricultural best practice for works on Notable Trees in accordance with appropriate specific tree management plans to conserve tree health and safeguard its long-term wellbeing as much as practicable.
	2.13.7 Support the trimming, maintenance and enhancement of Notable Trees for their ongoing viability and contribution to amenity and the quality of the environment.
	2.13.8 Recognise that in exceptional circumstances the full or partial removal of Notable Trees may be necessary and considered to be the only practicable option, if the Notable Tree/s:
	2.13.9 Support community initiatives for the protection and conservation of Notable Trees.
	2.13.10 Encourage the use of non-regulatory incentives and assistance to support the protection and appropriate maintenance of Notable Trees.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.14 Integrated Land Use and Infrastructure Planning, Urban Growth and Financial Contributions
	Issues
	2.14.1 Subdivision and development creates the need for the provision of new, extended or upgraded infrastructure, which can be particularly significant when cumulative adverse effects are created over time.
	2.14.2 The potential exists for the costs of providing new, extended or upgraded infrastructure to be allocated in a manner disproportionate to the benefits received by the existing community and new end users. In addition, the full cost recovery of t...
	2.14.3 There may be pressure for subdivision and development to occur ahead of the Council’s ability to provide infrastructure, which can result in the inefficient and ineffective operation and development of infrastructure.
	2.14.4 Insufficient supply of land can constrain subdivision and development which could result in development occurring in locations and forms which adversely affect the environment and efficient use and development of infrastructure.

	Objectives
	2.14.5 To provide for urban growth that adjoins existing urban areas and manage that growth to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects through the design of safe, integrated infrastructure networks and the efficient use and development of land.
	2.14.6 To ensure that subdivision and development is appropriately serviced by infrastructure to provide for the likely or anticipated use of the land and that the costs of this infrastructure is fairly and equitably funded.

	Policies
	2.14.7 Identify land suitable for new urban development to ensure that there is sufficient serviceable land available to meet anticipated future urban growth demands.
	2.14.8 Apply the appropriate land zoning to urban growth areas, and where existing infrastructure requires upgrading to provide for new urban development, defer and stage this development until the required upgrading of infrastructure has occurred.
	2.14.9 Manage subdivision and development in the urban growth areas through the use of Structure Plans where they:
	2.14.10 Avoid the cumulative effects on infrastructure from development and subdivision in the rural environment outside of the identified urban growth areas.
	2.14.11 Ensure new activities and development provide adequate infrastructure to meet the needs of future occupants.
	2.14.12 Ensure new activities and development adequately compensate for their impact on existing infrastructure (water, wastewater, stormwater, roading, reserves) through a contribution to ensure the level of service meets the needs of future occupant...
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.15 Coastal Environment
	Issues
	2.15.1 Inappropriate subdivision, use and development can adversely affect the natural character and landscapes, open space, public access, and historical or cultural values of the coastal environment, particularly the areas of outstanding natural cha...
	2.15.2 Demand for public access to and along the coast has the potential to adversely impact on natural character and landscape, open space, recreation, heritage, and cultural and Tāngata whenua values associated with the coastal environment.

	Objectives
	2.15.3 To preserve the characteristics and qualities that contribute to natural character, and protect natural features and landscapes and historic heritage, in the coastal environment from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.
	2.15.4 To protect cultural and spiritual values to Tāngata whenua in the coastal environment.
	2.15.5 To avoid adverse effects on the characteristics and qualities of areas within the coastal environment recognised as having outstanding natural character from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.
	2.15.6 To maintain and, and where appropriate, enhance public open space, landscape and amenity values, and recreation opportunities of the coastal environment.
	2.15.7 To maintain and enhance public access to and along the coast with a focus on providing a continuous coastal walkway/cycleway.

	Policies
	2.15.8 Identify a Coastal Protection Area to recognise the extent and characteristics of the coastal environment, including:
	2.15.9 Preserve the natural character of the coastal environment and protect it from inappropriate subdivision, use and development by:
	2.15.10 Manage the scale, location and design of subdivision, use and development in the coastal environment and determine its appropriateness based on:
	(a) Recognising the characteristics and qualities that contribute to natural character, natural features and landscape values of the coastal environment, and their location and distribution.
	(b) Recognising the extent of existing modification of natural character and likely potential modification of natural character as a result of the proposed activity.
	(c) Whether or not the activity protects areas of significant indigenous vegetation or significant habitats of indigenous fauna.
	(d) Whether or not the activity avoids adverse effects on the characteristics and qualities of identified areas of outstanding natural character or outstanding natural landscapes/features.
	(e) Whether or not the activity protects of historic heritage or cultural values including those of significance to Tāngata whenua.
	(f) Whether or not the activity maintains or enhances public access and recreational opportunities.
	(g) Whether or not the activity has a functional need to be located in the coastal environment.
	(h) Whether or not the activity avoids, remedies or mitigates the actual or potential adverse effects on open space, visual amenity and landscape values, recreation opportunities, or other qualities and values of the coastal environment.
	(i) Whether or not guidance is provided about the management of adverse effects for the activity in a National Policy Statement or Regional Policy Statement.
	2.15.11 Encourage the consolidation of existing coastal settlements and urban areas (Waverley Beach, Patea, Ohawe, Opunake, Waipipi Beach and Waiinu Beach) and restrict sprawling or sporadic patterns of settlement and urban growth to avoid further urb...
	2.15.12 Encourage the restoration and rehabilitation of the natural character of the coastal environment where this is appropriate.
	2.15.13 Protect the Stent Road surf breaks of National Significance from adverse effects of other activities on access to, and use and enjoyment of the surfbreaks.
	2.15.14 Enhance and provide opportunities for public access to the coastal marine area, while considering potential natural hazards and sea level rise matters.
	2.15.15 Provide for vehicular access to beaches or adjacent public land where it is required for boat launching, or where it is the only practicable means of access to public facilities, or for the operation of existing commercial activities.
	2.15.16 Control the use of vehicles, apart from emergency vehicles on beaches, foreshore and adjacent public land where the following might result:
	2.15.17 Provide for esplanade reserves or strips at the time of subdivision or development adjacent to the coastal marine area except where the restriction of public access is necessary to:
	2.15.18 Promote the development of a continuous coastal walkway/cycleway that provides ongoing public access to the South Taranaki coast and protects the natural character, landscape, historical and Tāngata whenua values of the coastal environment.
	2.15.19 Provide for the establishment and maintenance of pipelines and pipeline marker beacons installed in the coastal environment, where:
	2.15.20 Manage the disposal of waste in the coastal environment to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the historical and cultural values of the coastal environment.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.16  Natural Features and Landscapes
	Issues
	2.16.1 Inappropriate subdivision, use and development may adversely impact on people’s use, enjoyment and appreciation of outstanding natural features and landscapes, and/or result in the degradation of their values.
	2.16.2 That the special characteristics and values of other natural areas, features and landscapes which are important to the South Taranaki community are managed appropriately, whilst having regard to private property rights.

	Objectives
	2.16.3 To protect Outstanding Natural Features/Landscapes from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.
	2.16.4 To recognise the qualities and values of other important natural features and landscapes and have regard to their values when undertaking new subdivision, use and development.

	Policies
	2.16.5 Protect natural features and landscapes of the coastal environment from inappropriate subdivision, use and development by:
	2.16.6 Manage the scale, location and design of subdivision, use and development within Outstanding Natural Features/Landscapes and determine its appropriateness based on the following:
	2.16.7 Manage the scale, volume, depth, and location (visibility) of earthworks within Outstanding Natural Features/Landscapes to ensure they do not adversely affect the qualities and characteristics that contribute to the values of Outstanding Natura...
	2.16.8 Protect the natural landforms of Kaupokonui and Kapuni Stream Mouth from adverse visual dominance effects of subdivision, use and development establishing on the coastal cliff edge surrounding the Outstanding Natural Landscapes/Features.
	2.16.9 Recognise and provide for the ongoing use of the Kaupokonui Beach Motor Camp within the area identified as the Kaupokonui Outstanding Natural Feature/Landscape.
	2.16.10 Recognise that existing infrastructure for the transmission of hydrocarbons from off-shore at Oaonui (Sandy Bay) is located within an Outstanding Natural Feature/Landscape.
	2.16.11 Consider potential adverse effects of subdivision, use and development on the qualities and characteristics that contribute to the values of the following important natural features and landscapes:
	2.16.12 Ensure that development within the visual catchment of Lake Rotorangi avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse effects on the amenity, recreation, cultural, conservation and natural character values associated with the lake.
	2.16.13 Recognise and provide for the positive effects associated with landscape and biodiversity restoration.
	2.16.14 Manage the disposal of waste in Outstanding Natural Features/Landscapes to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on these features and landscapes.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.17  Indigenous Biodiversity
	Issue
	2.17.1 Inappropriate subdivision, use and development can result in the modification, damage or destruction of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna.
	2.17.2 Loss and reduction in the District’s indigenous biodiversity resulting from clearance, stock damage, plant and animals pests, and the overall fragmentation and isolation of habitats.

	Objectives
	2.17.3 Protect areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.
	2.17.4 The maintenance and enhancement of indigenous biodiversity through the protection, enhancement and restoration of indigenous habitats and indigenous vegetation.

	Policies
	2.17.5 Identify and protect areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna as ‘Significant Natural Areas’, which are of significance for one or more of the following reasons:
	2.17.6 Consider the future sustainability of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna when deciding on what action should be reasonably and practicably taken to protect the values of the area.
	2.17.7 Avoid, remedy or mitigate any significant adverse effects of subdivision, use and development that would result in a loss of indigenous biodiversity values such as:
	2.17.8 Avoid significant adverse effects, and avoid, remedy or mitigate other adverse effects of subdivision, use and development in the Coastal Protection Area on:
	2.17.9 Protect Significant Natural Areas, and maintain and enhance indigenous biodiversity values, having regard to the following matters:
	2.17.10 Support community and landowner initiatives for the maintenance, protection, enhancement and restoration of significant natural areas and encourage the use of other non-regulatory incentives and assistance to protect indigenous biodiversity.
	2.17.11 Recognise and provide for the role of Tāngata whenua as kaitiaki, including meaningful consultation on the management of indigenous biodiversity in areas of particular cultural significance to Tāngata whenua, and providing for customary use of...
	2.17.12 Recognise existing network utilities within the coastal environment, outstanding natural features and landscapes and significant natural areas and provide for their ongoing operation, maintenance and upgrading requirements.
	2.17.13 New network utilities shall not be located in Significant Natural Areas unless:
	Explanation of Policies
	Representativeness
	Rarity/Distinctiveness
	Ecological Context
	Sustainability
	Methods of Implementation



	Section 2.18  Waterbodies
	Issues
	2.18.1 Inappropriate subdivision, use and development can adversely affect the natural character and conservation, recreation, amenity, heritage and cultural values of lakes, rivers, wetlands and other waterbodies.
	2.18.2 There is demand for public access to and along lakes, rivers and other waterbodies to support recreational opportunities. However, this access could adversely affect other values of the waterbodies (e.g. natural character, conservation, heritag...
	2.18.3 Activities on the surface of lakes and rivers can have adverse effects on the values of the waterbodies (e.g. natural character, conservation, amenity, cultural, historical), as well as conflict with other activities.

	Objectives
	2.18.4 To preserve the natural character of the district’s lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands and other waterbodies and protect them from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.
	2.18.5 To maintain and enhance public access to and along the margins of lakes and rivers with high natural character, conservation, recreation, amenity, heritage or cultural values.
	2.18.6 To enable activities on the surface of lakes and rivers while recognising and protecting their natural character, heritage and cultural values, and maintaining the amenity and recreation values of lakes, rivers and their margins.
	2.18.7 To maintain and enhance the recreational and amenity values of lakes, rivers, streams and other waterbodies.

	Policies
	2.18.8 Identify significant lakes, rivers and other waterbodies with high natural character, ecological, recreation, amenity, heritage and cultural values.
	2.18.9 Avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of subdivision, use and development that would detract from or compromise the natural character, ecological, recreation, amenity, heritage and cultural values of lakes, rivers and other waterbodies.
	2.18.10 Ensure that subdivision, use and development is of a scale, location, and design that protects the natural character of lakes, rivers and other waterbodies and maintains and enhances their values by having regard to the following matters in as...
	2.18.11 Provide for the maintenance of the natural character of lakes, rivers and other waterbodies and their margins, whilst balancing the need to provide public access to and along these waterbodies by way of an esplanade network.
	2.18.12 Promote sustainable management practices in order to maintain and enhance the natural functioning of waterbodies, and improve water quality.
	2.18.13 Promote and encourage the development and maintenance of riparian fencing and planting along waterbody margins.
	2.18.14 Provide for esplanade reserves or strips at the time of subdivision or development adjacent to significant lakes or rivers, particularly where it is compatible with conservation values, and if one or more of the following matters apply:
	2.18.15 Establish a connected network of esplanade reserves for public access and recreation purposes, along the margins of significant rivers and streams in the long term.
	2.18.16 Maintain and enhance public access to and along rivers and lakes as far as practical, except where restrictions are necessary to:
	2.18.17 Promote public access to the margins of significant lakes and rivers, especially those of recreational/access value, while recognising that restrictions may be necessary to provide for the needs of alternative legislation or other values.
	2.18.18 Prioritise the creation of esplanade reserves of strips along significant rivers valued for recreational or public access purposes and consult with relevant affected parties.
	2.18.19 Recognise cultural and spiritual values of Tāngata whenua and enable customary activities to be undertaken within and adjacent to lakes, rivers and other waterbodies, including by managing subdivision, use and development adjacent to the Patea...
	2.18.20 Enable activities on the surface of lakes and rivers to maintain and enhance community wellbeing whilst avoiding or mitigating adverse effects on health and safety, and on natural character, conservation, amenity, heritage and cultural values.
	2.18.21 Develop sustainable methods for the use of the surface of water in lakes and rivers, in association with Tāngata whenua and the community.
	2.18.22 Where appropriate, negotiate the voluntary creation of esplanade strips and access strips with landowners by agreement.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.19 Natural Hazards
	Issue
	2.19.1 Natural hazards, such as risks of flooding, coastal erosion and inundation, and land instability, have the potential to generate adverse effects on people, property and the environment. Inappropriate use and development of land can also worsen ...
	Coastal Erosion and Inundation
	Surface Water Flooding and River Bank Erosion
	Land Instability
	Volcanic Activity
	Roles and Responsibilities


	Objectives
	2.19.2 The risks and adverse effects from natural hazards on people, property and the environment are avoided or mitigated.
	2.19.3 Subdivision, use and development do not create, worsen, displace or increase the severity of natural hazards.

	Policies
	2.19.4 Identify areas at significant risk from the effects of natural hazards based on the likelihood of the events and potential risks and consequences.
	2.19.5 Control the location and design of subdivision, use and development within identified natural hazard areas, or areas which have significant potential to be affected by a natural hazard, to avoid or mitigate the effects of the natural hazard.
	2.19.6 Avoid, where practicable, the siting of new critical infrastructure and services (‘lifelines’) within areas of significant risk from natural hazard events.
	2.19.7 Minimise the need for hazard protection works by ensuring that new subdivision, land use and development is located and/or designed to mitigate the potential effects of natural hazards.
	2.19.8 Ensure that the use and development of land does not accelerate or worsen any material damage to that land, or displace to other land or structures, resulting from erosion, subsidence, slippage, debris flow, or surface water flooding.
	2.19.9 Manage the effects of natural hazards caused by long-term shifts in climate and changes in sea-level. In particular, factor in climate change predictions in avoidance or mitigation measures.
	2.19.10 Raise awareness and educate the community about natural hazard risks, and provide assistance in preparing, designing and planning for the occurrence of natural hazard events through the provision of information and advice.
	2.19.11 Plan and review contingencies for the continuity of the Council’s business and community services in the event of any significant hazard or emergency.
	Coastal Erosion and Inundation

	2.19.12 Manage subdivision, development of buildings, and structures within the Coastal Protection Area on land which may be susceptible to coastal erosion or the effect of sea level rise unless the activity can demonstrate:
	2.19.13 Recognise that natural defences against coastal hazards include beaches, estuaries, wetlands, intertidal areas, coastal vegetation, dunes and barrier islands.
	2.19.14 Provide where appropriate for the protection, restoration or enhancement of natural defences that protect coastal land uses or sites of significant biodiversity, cultural or historic heritage or geological value, from coastal hazards.
	Surface Water Flooding

	2.19.15 Identify the Waitotara Flood Hazard Area on the Planning Maps and avoid the establishment of any new dwelling unit within the Flood Hazard Area unless the building is designed to withstand the adverse effects of a 0.5% AEP (1 in 200 year) floo...
	2.19.16 Ensure that any new dwelling unit constructed within the Flood Hazard Area as identified in Policy 2.19.15, or within 50 metres of a significant waterbody with flood hazard potential, adopts specifically designed measures to avoid or mitigate ...
	2.19.17 Control the location of buildings on land adjacent to major watercourses with flood hazard potential.
	Land Instability

	2.19.18 Manage subdivision, use and development in areas considered to be susceptible to land instability by siting work in stable locations to avoid hazard risks or adopting specifically designed measures such as appropriate building foundations or b...
	2.19.19 Encourage the retirement of high risk land susceptible to land instability to regeneration by covenant protection.
	Seismic

	2.19.20 Ensure that all structures and activities are constructed so as to minimise material damage from seismic events.
	Fire

	2.19.21 Ensure that all structures and activities incorporate measures to minimise risk of, and damage caused by, fire.
	Wind

	2.19.22 Ensure that all structures and activities incorporate measures to minimise risk of, and damage caused by, wind hazards.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation
	District Plan
	Building Controls
	Monitoring
	Collection and Provision of Information


	Section 2.20  Temporary Activities
	Issue
	2.20.1 Temporary activities have positive social, cultural and economic impacts and encourage vibrancy and diversity within the community. However temporary activities can have adverse effects on residents and the environment such as noise, traffic, r...

	Objective
	2.20.2 Provide for temporary activities that contribute to the economic, cultural and social wellbeing and vibrancy and diversity of the district, whilst managing effects on public safety and the quality of the environment.

	Policy
	2.20.3 To provide for temporary activities, including temporary military training activities, while managing their effects on amenity and character of the surrounding environment, effects on public health and safety, and effects on the safe and effici...
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.21  Relocated Buildings
	Issue
	2.21.1 Relocating buildings is an efficient use of resources but they can be unsightly and detract from the visual amenity of an area if they are not reinstated and repaired in a timely manner.

	Objective
	2.21.2 Maintain and enhance the amenity values of areas by ensuring relocated buildings avoid, remedy or mitigate their adverse effects.

	Policy
	2.21.3 Provide for the relocation of buildings while requiring the completion of exterior reinstatement and repair works within a reasonable timeframe to avoid, remedy or mitigate their adverse effects.
	Explanation of Policy
	Methods of Implementation


	Section 2.22  Signs
	Issue
	2.22.1 Signs perform an important function of advertising, providing information and directing people, but can detract from visual amenity and create traffic safety issues.

	Objective
	2.22.2 Recognise and provide for signage that meets the needs of the community and businesses whilst managing effects on public safety and the quality of the environment.

	Policies
	2.22.3 To provide for signs, including temporary signs, ensuring that these do not detract from the visual amenity and character of the surrounding environment (including historic heritage values), and /or impact on traffic safety through the use of r...
	2.22.4 Avoid visual clutter and the proliferation of signage by restricting the establishment of signage that is not associated with, or does not relate to, the site in which the sign is located.
	Explanation of Policies
	Methods of Implementation
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