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The Council adopted its 2022/23 Annual Plan for the new financial 
year at Monday night’s Council meeting with a 2.84% average rate 
increase, well below the current rate of inflation (6.9%), and lower 
than the 4.68% originally projected in its 2021-31 Long Term Plan. 
Mayor Phil Nixon says he is very pleased the Council has been able to 
reduce the projected rate increase, although the effect on individual 
properties will vary due to the recent District property revaluation, 
which saw substantial increases in the value of residential and 
commercial properties. 
“Since its last valuation three years ago, the District has had an 
average increase in property value of 20.4%. This was largely driven 
by significant increases in the residential and commercial sectors - 
while dairy and pastoral properties saw a small decrease.” 
“If your property’s valuation increased more than the District average 
increase (20.4%) you will pay more than the 2.84% rate increase. 
Conversely, if your property’s capital value did not increase as much 
as the District’s average movement then your rates will not increase 
as much as indicated and may even decrease,” says Mayor Nixon. 

“Our Council is always conscious of the need to keep any rate increases 
to an affordable level, and we were particularly focused on minimising 
any impact the new property values may have on ratepayers without 
compromising future plans or our overall financial position,” he says. 
Mayor Nixon says the Council’s focus for the 2022/23 year continues to 
be on undertaking activities that encourage sustainable, prosperous, 
and vibrant communities.  
“We are doing that with projects such as the District Business Park, 
construction of Te Ramanui o Ruapūtahanga, development of town 
centre revitalisation upgrades for Eltham, Waverley, Manaia, Pātea 
and Ōpunakē, implementation of the Council’s Environment and 
Sustainability Strategy and completion of the Nukumaru Station Road 
extension south of Waverley. At the same time we are continuing with 
upgrades and improvements to our roads, water and wastewater 
infrastructure.” 
Other notable projects the Council will work on in 2022/23 include: 
building a new reservoir at Waimate West, earthquake strengthening 
and upgrading the Eltham Town Hall, undertaking water pressure 
improvements in Pātea, establishment of a business enterprise hub 
and co-working space and progressing investigations with Te Korowai 
o Ngāruahine into a new combined multi-purpose facility in Manaia. 
More information on the Council’s 2022/23 Annual Plan can be found 
on the Council’s website www.southtaranaki.com. 

Annual Plan Adopted with 2.84% 
Average Rate Increase

The Council’s Happening Holiday programme is back again for the The Council’s Happening Holiday programme is back again for the 
term 2 school holidays. We’ve reached the half-way point in the term 2 school holidays. We’ve reached the half-way point in the 
year and are happy to provide some amazing activities to keep year and are happy to provide some amazing activities to keep 
the kids entertained. We’re bringing plenty of new activities this the kids entertained. We’re bringing plenty of new activities this 
time round including art classes in Pātea and seed growing with time round including art classes in Pātea and seed growing with 
Sustainable Taranaki. We have a huge range of activities such as fun Sustainable Taranaki. We have a huge range of activities such as fun 
at the pools, mini jeeps, gymnastics, new movies and so much more! at the pools, mini jeeps, gymnastics, new movies and so much more! 
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be paid and registered for at least 24 hours be paid and registered for at least 24 hours 
before the activity (except for roller skating before the activity (except for roller skating 
which can be done on the day).  which can be done on the day).  

Happening Holidays

www.southtaranaki.com
Ph: (06) 278 0555 or 0800 111 323

UpcoUpcoming meetingsming meetings

Eltham-Kaponga Community 
Board
Monday 4 July, 10.30am
War Memorial Hall, 
Victoria Street, Kaponga

Te Hāwera Community Board 
Monday 4 July, 4.30pm
Taiporohēnui Marae, 
Ōhangai Road, Ōhangai

Taranaki Coastal Community 
Board
Tuesday 5 July, 2.30pm
Cape Egmont Boat Club, 
332 Bayly Road, Warea

Pātea Community Board
Wednesday 6 July, 4pm
Hunter Shaw Building, 
Egmont Street, Pātea

Te Kāhui Matauraura 
Wednesday 13 July, 10 am 
Council Chamber, Administration 
Building, Albion St, Hāwera

Environment and Hearings 
Committee 
Wednesday 13 July, 4pm 
Council Chamber, Administration 
Building, Albion St, Hāwera

Extraordinary Council - To 
approve the submission on the 
Water Services Entities Bill
Monday 18 July, 11.30 am 
Council Chamber, Administration 
Building, Albion St, Hāwera

Plastic Free July is coming up Plastic Free July is coming up 
this week – are you ready to this week – are you ready to 
challenge yourself to use less challenge yourself to use less 
(or no!) single use plastics for (or no!) single use plastics for 
the month of July? the month of July? 

Head to Head to www.plasticfreejuly.www.plasticfreejuly.
comcom to find out more and  to find out more and 
join the challenge today. join the challenge today. 

Will you join Will you join 
the challenge?the challenge?

If your dog is over the age of three months, it needs to be registered and microchipped - simply pop into the Hāwera If your dog is over the age of three months, it needs to be registered and microchipped - simply pop into the Hāwera 
Administration Building or your local LibraryPlus to get this organised. Take advantage of early bird rates by paying in Administration Building or your local LibraryPlus to get this organised. Take advantage of early bird rates by paying in 
full by 31 July 2022. After this date, registration fees increase by 50%. full by 31 July 2022. After this date, registration fees increase by 50%. 
You can pay online at You can pay online at www.southtaranaki.com/pay-online.www.southtaranaki.com/pay-online.
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Annual Dog Registrations Due
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Tickets out now for The Great Comedy Night

Satisfaction with Council Services remains High in South Taranaki

Literary Award Judges announced

The majority of South Taranaki residents are happy 
with the services their Council provides according to an 
independent survey. 
The Research First survey of 402 residents across all 
four South Taranaki wards found that 92% of residents 
were happy with the overall service the Council 
provides. 83% of those surveyed also felt the Council 
was moving in the right direction and 81% of residents 
were satisfied with the way rates are spent on services 
and facilities provided by the Council. 
The survey, which has been conducted regularly since 
1993, allows the Council to assess its performance by 
finding out from residents what they think the Council is 

doing well and areas where they could do better. 
Council services and facilities that residents were most 
satisfied with were the district’s libraries (98%), the 
tidiness and maintenance of cemeteries (96%), parks 
and reserves (95%), playgrounds (91%) and halls (96%) 
and the kerbside rubbish and recycling service (95%).   
The services that had the lowest satisfaction rates were 
the condition of roads (58% satisfaction), stormwater 
services (73% satisfaction), the control of animals (76% 
satisfaction) and water supply (78% satisfaction), 
Council CEO, Waid Crockett, says he is pleased with the 
results of the survey, however, the Council is always 
looking to improve the services it provides. 

“We don’t always get it right but I know how hard our 
staff work for the people of South Taranaki and we are 
continually looking at ways we can lift the bar in terms 
of performance,” he says. “But it is good to know that 
most people think we are moving in the right direction 
and understand we are trying to provide the best for 
our communities with the resources we have.” 
The district-wide survey was conducted using a random 
selection method by independent research company 
Research First over January and February 2022. 
The survey results can be found on the Council’s 
website www.southtaranaki.com.

The wait is over! The Lysaght-Watt Trust Ronald Hugh 
Morrieson Literary Awards 2022 Judges have been 
announced. 
 This year’s Short Story section Judge is Airini Beautrais. 
Airini is a poet, writer and educator who grew up in 
Auckland and Whanganui. She studied ecological science 
and creative writing at Victoria University of Wellington 
and worked for several years as a science teacher. In 
2021, she won the Ockham New Zealand Book Awards 
Jann Medlicott Acorn Prize for Fiction and $57,000 for her 
collection of short stories, Bug Week. 
Robert Sullivan is the Poetry Judge for this year’s 
competition. Robert belongs to the Māori tribes Ngāpuhi 
and Kāi Tahu. His eight collections of poetry include 
the best-selling Star Waka, first published in 1999. He 
co-edited three award winning anthologies of Pacific 
and Māori poetry. His new book, Tūnui | Comet, was 
published by Auckland University Press this year. He has 

a PhD from the University of Auckland on the writing of 
four indigenous poets from the Pacific, and has led the 
creative writing programmes at the University of Hawaii 
and Manukau Institute of Technology. Robert is joining 
Massey University this year where he will be an Associate 
Professor of Creative Writing.
 The judges will be joined by Taranaki Daily News editor 
Matt Rilkoff, who will be judging the True Story section 
(previously known as the research section).
The competition opens on Wednesday 15 June and 
workshops are being held during the week for secondary 
school students and open workshops in Hāwera. 
The Poetry Workshop will be held at Hāwera LibraryPlus on 
Thursday 16 June at 5.30pm and the Short Story Workshop 
at TSB Hub on Saturday 18 June at 10am. 
Award winners will be announced on Wednesday 19 
October. 

The Great Comedy night is back again - 
this time with four comedians heading to 
two South Taranaki hotspots.
The show, annually hosted by local lad 
and nationally renowned comedian Ben 
Hurley, is heading to Eltham Town Hall on 
Friday 15 July and to Hāwera’s TSB Hub on 
Saturday 16 July. 
Hurley, best known for his TV appearances 
on shows such as 7 Days and The Project, 
says he looks forward to hosting a comedy 
event at home in South Taranaki year after 
year. 
This time round he is bringing one of the 
most beloved comedians in the country, 
Dai Henwood. You’ll know him from being 
a mainstay of kiwi TV for over 15 years 
including 7 Days, Dancing with the Stars, 
Family Feud and the brand-new Lego 
Masters NZ. 
Joining the lineup will be David Correos. 
Winner of the Billy T award in 2016, David 
then went on to be one of the stars of 
Taskmaster NZ series 2 and a regular on 7 

Days. 
Liv McKenzie is also joining the mix. 
Having learned her craft in New York 
City, she is back in New Zealand and 
making appearances on 7 Days, The NZ 
International Festival of Comedy Gala, and 
Have you Been Paying Attention. 
South Taranaki District Council Events Co-
ordinator Emma Vennell chose the Eltham 
Town Hall for the event this year, saying it 
is a stunning hall that is ideal for stand-up 
comedy. 
“It’s a perfect venue for this type of event. 
Winter can be a slow time for events and 
getting out, so it is nice to be able to offer 
the community something like this.” 
Emma has also decided to bring a second 
show to the TSB Hub due to the demand 
for in person events. 
“We would love to provide the 
opportunity for as many people as 
possible to sit down and enjoy a  
much-needed laugh,” says Emma. 
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Registrations for workshops are now open. Register for the free Writing and/or Poetry  
Workshops by calling 0800 111 323 or email entries@stdc.govt.nz. Limited numbers.

Tickets are on sale from today - $40 each or table of 10 for $350 at 
the South Taranaki i-SITE Visitor Centre and Eltham LibraryPlus


