
ConsultationontheCouncil’s2024-2034LongTermPlanproposal
closesat5pmonMonday6May.
SouthTaranakiMayor,PhilNixonandDeputyMayorRobert
NorthcotthavepresentedtheCouncil’sproposalatmorethan
15communitysessionsacrosstheDistrict,includinganonline
presentation.
MayorNixonsaysincreasedspendingonroadsandwastewater
infrastructure,andacommitmenttogettingonwithtowncentre
upgradesintheDistrict’ssmallercommunitiesweresomeofthe
big-ticketitemspresentedinthedraft10-yearplan.
“TheDistrictisonanupwardtrajectoryandtheCouncil’sdraft
LongTermPlanisaboutmaintainingthatmomentumwhilealso
doingwhat’sneededtolookaftertheDistrict’sassets,”saysMayor
Nixon.“Inpreviousfeedback,ourresidentstoldustheywantto
seebetterroads,ourtowns'amenitiesandgardenslookinggood
andanimproveddogcontrolservice.Inresponse,overthenext
threeyears,we’reproposingtoincreaseourroadingexpenditure,
wehavecommittedtocontinuingtowncentreupgradesinHāwera,
Manaia,Eltham,Ōpunakē,PāteaandWaverley,andhavebudgeted
toincreaseresourcesintheanimalcontrolteam."
“Thebigchallengeforusishowweaffordtodothisatatimewhen
localgovernmentisfacingunprecedentedcostincreases.
Likehouseholdsandbusinessesacrossthecountry,Councilis
facingincreasedcostsforthethingswebuy.

"Thismeansweneedtopaymorejusttokeepdoingwhatweare
alreadydoing,withoutaddinganythingelse,”saysMayorNixon.
HesaystheCouncilworkedtirelesslytofindsavingsacrossall
activitiestokeeptheratesincreaseaslowaspossibleinthe
proposedplan.ThishasincludedreducingbudgetsfortheHāwera
Townrevitalisationproject,tourism,andevents,delayingsome
non-urgentcapitalprojectworks,increasingborrowingand
increasingtheamountCouncil’sLongTermInvestmentFund
subsidisesrateseachyearbyanadditional$350,000.
Despitethis,theaveragetotalrateincreaseforthe2024/25Year
is11.29%withanaveragerateincreaseoverthenexttenyearsof
5.47%.
“Weknowtherateincreasewillbereallyhardforalotof
ratepayers.It’shigherthanwewantandhigherthanwe’vehad
overtheprevioustenyears,butitreflectswhatitcoststosimply
maintainexistingserviceswhileensuringourcriticalinfrastructure
meetsourcommunity’sneedsandGovernmentrequirements,”
saysMayorNixon.“Ifwedon’tmaintainourassetswell,theywill
costusmoreinthelongtermifwehavetoreplacethemsooner
thanexpectedorallatonce.Youdon’thavetolookhardtosee
placesaroundthecountrywhereyearsofunderinvestmentby
councilshasledtounacceptableinfrastructurefailuresandwe
don’twantSouthTaranakitobeinthatsituation."

Time running out to have a say 
on Council's Long Term Plan
Consultation closes on Monday 6 May

Have your say!
• www.southtaranaki.com/longtermplan
• Email longtermplan@stdc.govt.nz 
• Hard copy feedback form
• Phone 06 278 0555 or toll free  

0800 111 323

Open for consultation 
until Monday 6 May. 

Find out more at 
southtaranaki.com/

longtermplan
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Southlink
Upcoming Meetings
Extraordinary Council  
To hear submissions on the Trade 
Waste Bylaw
Monday13May,2pm

Ordinary Council
Monday13May,4pm

Risk and Assurance Committee
Wednesday15May,11am

Extraordinary Council  
Long Term Plan Hearing
Monday20May,9am

Extraordinary Council  
Long Term Plan Hearing 
Wednesday22May,3pm

Unless specified, meetings are held in 
the Council Chambers, Administration 
Building, Albion Street, Hāwera.

Small Garden Tool 
Workshop

FriendsofHāwera
Parksalongwith
DavidBruceare
holdinga'Hands
OnSmallGarden
ToolWorkshop'.
Bringalong

yourfavouritehandtool,maybe
yoursecateursorspadeandhave
ago!MeetatKingEdwardPark
Observatory,Wednesday8May,
9.45am.Allwelcome!

Impounded Stock  
Section 49, Part 8 of the Impounding Act 1955 

1xbillygoatblack/grey/white
withhornsapproximately2-years-
oldfoundwanderinginPāteaon
Saturday27April2024.

Thegoatwillbesoldbypublic
auctionattheSouthTaranaki
DistrictCouncilPound,BeachRoad,
Hāweraon9May2024at9am,or
otherwisedisposedofinaccordance
withtheImpoundingAct1955
unlessclaimedbytheowners.

Rates Due
Ratepayersare
remindedthat
thelastday
forpayment
ofthefourth
instalmentofratesfor2023/24
withoutincurringapenaltywillbe
Wednesday29May2024.

 According to Local 
Government New 

Zealand (LGNZ) of 48 
Councils surveyed almost 
80% are proposing rate 
increases above 12%, 

with the average being a 
15.3% increase. 

What is driving rates rises?
 LGNZcommissionedInfometricstoanalyseincreasesinthelocalgovernmentcoststhat 
aredrivingratesrises.Theyfoundcostsforcouncilswere up 20% across the board.   
Thefollowingessentialservicesare,onaverage,moreexpensivethanthreeyearsago:

Civil 
construction 
costs are up

27%
The cost to  

build bridges is up

38%
Sewerage  

systems are up

30%
Roads and  

water supply 
systems are up

27%
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